Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



A STUDY 



OF THE 



I 



INTERNAL OR SPIRITUAL SENSE OF 
THE FIFTH BOOK OF MOSES 

CALLED 

DEUTERONOMY 



By a. PAYNE 



JAMES SPEIRS 
36 BLOOMSBURV ST^^^T, VK>^^^^ S 



> 



PREFACE. 

Thl Author's first intention was merely to collect to- 
gether in a convenient form the scattered passages 
referring to Deuteronomy in the theological works of 
Emanuel Swedenborg; but it has been found neces- 
sary, for the sake of unity and completeness, to add 
much that is original. In this the Author has endeav- 
oured, X)n the principles laid down by Swedenborg, to 
translate the text concisely from the language of historical 
narrative into that of the inner sense dealing with man's 
regeneration, and the translation is of course open to 
criticism and correction by all >vho are acquainted 
with the correspondence between the things in the 
natural material world and those in the inner or mental 
and spiritual world as unfolded in the New Church. 
The Indexes of Swedenborg's two great theological 
works — the " Arcana Coelestia " and the *' Apocalypse 
Explained " — have been used as a glossary in making 
the translation, and frequent refet^tvc^'s. ^x^ ^g.-^^i^x ^!5k 
these works under their *m\\.\a\ UXX^x^, A. C ^^^ ^^ "^^ 



CHAPTER I. 
Verses i-8. A General Summary, 

Text. Explanation. 

1. 'T^HESE be the words i. 'T^HESE aretheinstruc- 
X which Moses spake A tionsgiven by Divine 
unto all Israel on this side truth for all those who are 
Jordan in the wilderness, in regenerating before they have 
the plain over against the* entered imo the »heavenly 
Red sea^ between Paran, and state, and \^ile the sodl still 
.^Tophel, and Laban, and Ha- suffers from a defect of true 
zeroth, and Dizahab. spiritual life, and is in exter- 

2. {There are eleven days' nals, though in sound doctrine 

journey from Horeb by the after it has been delivered 

way of mount Seir unto from the falses of evil (Red 

Kadesh-bamea.) Sea) by the power of the 

Lord, and entered into the 
first state of spiritual love (or the love of genuine truth) 
after victory in temptation (Paran), and is in a state 
midway between worldly and heavenly affections and 
thoughts. (See A, C, 1676.) [Note. — The meaning of 
some of the proper names in this verse is obscure as they 
do not occur elsewhere ; it must be gathered from the con- 
text. The person Laban indicates the good in which 
man is held while worldly and heavenly affections are 
both entertained by him {A. C 4063, 4145).] 

2. This state, in which the soul Is m \x>\\^ Vt^siwv ^^'e^ 
Divine law, is the one immed\a\.eVj ^x^c^^^Sss??, "^^ T*^^Scw^ 
plete state of the affection oi \xaex\oic ^x x^\S.o^-^ ^^'^ ^ 

A. 
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3. And it came to pass in which is approached by the 
the fortieth year, in the exercise of truth from love, 
eleventh month, on the first [Note. — The number eleven 
day of the month, that Mo- signifies a condition just pre; 
ses spake unto the children ceding the complete state 
of Israel, according unto all denoted by the number 
that the Lord had given twelve.] 

him in commandment unto 3. It comes to pass in this 

them ; state, when the period of 

4. After he had slain Si- temptations which precedes 
hon the king of the Amor- the commencement of the 
ites, which dwelt in Hesh- regenerate life is nearly com- 
bon, and Og the king of pleted [Note, — The number 
Bashan, which dwelt at forty signifies temptations. 
Astaroth in Edrei : (See A. C. index, " Num- 

5. On this side Jordan, in - bers.")], and when a new 
the land of Moab, began order of things is being plant- 
Moses to declare this law, ed in the soul, that the minds 
saying, of those regenerating receive 

6. The Lord our God these instructions by means 
spake unto us in Horeb, say- of Divine truth from the 
ing, Ye have dwelt long Lord out of heaven, 
enough in this mount : 4. After that the Lord has 

destroyed the love of self, the 
chief of evils which dwell in the natural affections, as far as 
it opposes the commencement of the regenerate life, and th^ 
love of the world which bears rule in the unregenerate mir 
and has its seat in the fallacies and pleasures of the sens' 

5. Before the soul has entered upon the truly spirit 
life, while it is yet in external things, it begins to receive 
mandate by perception derived from the Word, namely 

6. That the Divine goodness and truth of the 1 
teach, when the soul receives the true doctrine of 
Church from heaven, that it must not remain in a sta 
which the ac<quisition of knowledges has been acco' 

^ duesf tbmg in Ipe spiritual life. 
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7. Turn you, and take your 7. And that the state of 
journey, and go to the mount the mind must now be in- 
of the Amorites, and unto verted, and progression made 
all the places nigh thereunto, in the heavenly life, it is 
in the plain, in the hills, and necessary to explore the evils 
in the vale, and in the south, existing in the mind from 
and by the sea side, to the self-love, and its kindred 
land of the Canaanites, and evils, and that the new regen- 
unto Lebanon, unto the great erate principles received from 
river, the river Euphrates. the Lord must pervade all 

8. Behold, I have set the things of doctrine, and all 
land before you ; go in and things of life, the conduct of 
possess the land which the external business, and the 
Lord sware unto your fa- way in which truth is to be 
thers, Abraham,, Isaac, and received, and the acquisi- 
Jacob, to give unto them and tion of knowledges, and the 
to their seed after them. wholeextension of the Church 

in things rational and in all 
that pertains to intuition and thought. \Note, — "The 
reason why the river is twice mentioned, namely, the 
great river, the river Euphrates, is, because by the great 
river is signified the influx of things spiritual into things 
rational, and by the river Euphrates the influx of things 
rational into things natural, thus by both is signified the 
influx of things spiritual by the rational principle into 
things natural" (A. E, 569).] 

8. It is perceived that the Lord has placed the blessings 
of the heavenly life within reach of the soul that is regen- 
erating. It is for man himself to work out his salvation, 
"and to appropriate in his measure what has been provided 
by the Lord when He glorified His Divine Humanity (the 
Lord Jesus Christ) both as to the celestial, spiritual, and 
natural principles, and which is promised to those who 
follow Him in the regeneration {A, E. 768V ^Note»— "^^-^ 
those who are unacquainted ml\v.\>cv^v«x\>L\Tv'^%<A'ts^^^ 
it may be mentioned that tTae mt.^xx^3\ ox ^'^\\\\xv.^'«^'^'5»=^^^ 
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the histories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob as referring to 
the glorification of the Lord when incarnate on earth is 
elaborately unfolded in the " Arcana Coelestia."] 

Verses 9-18. The selection of right principles in the viifid. 

Text. Explanation. 

9. IT And I spake unto you 9. And it is also pe^^ceived 
at that time, saying, I am not in that state that it is not 
able to bear you myself alone : sufficient for the regenerating 

10. The Lord your God soul to be under the guidance 
hath multiplied you, and, of the Divine truths proceed- 
behold, ye are this day as ing immediately from the 
the stars of heaven for mul- Word alone. 

t itude. I o. The goodness and truth 

11. (The Lord God of your of the Lord have filled the 
fathers make you a thou- mind with new perceptions 
sand times so many more as and thoughts, and already in 
ye are^ and bless you, as he this state there is a plenitude 
hath promised you !) of truths in the soul. 

12. How can I myself alone 11. And the Lord, who is 
bear your cumbrance, and Father of all the regenerate, 
your burden, and your strife ? will increase these truths 

13. Give to yourselves men more and more indefinitely, 
wise, intelligent, and knowing, and bless the spiritual life 
according to your tribes, that therewith as promised in the 
I may place them for your Word (^A. C. 2575). 

heads (translation in A, C 12. AH the difficulties and 
5287). doubts as to the right course 

of action in external things 
and disputes as to truth which now arise in the soul 
cannot be always determined by the direct application of 
the Divine Word. 

13. The soul must select from the faculties of the mind 
s£/c2i 3s conduce to wisdom and intelUgetvce m bot\v 
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14. And ye answered me, the rational and natural 
and said, The thing which faculties, and the external 
thou hast spoken is good life must be governed by 
for us to do. them under Divine truth. 

1 5. So I took the chief of \N.B. — " Knowing or known 
your tribes, wise men, and among your tribes" — wisdom 
known, and made them and intelligence brought 
heads over you, captains down to the natural principle 
over thousands, and cap- {A. C 5287).] 

tains over hundreds, and 14. And it is perceived 
captains over fifties, and throughout the whole mind 
captains over tens, and of- that this is a wise course, 
ficers among your tribes. 15. Thus by influx from 

16. And I charged your Divine truth the best princi- 
judges at that time, saying, pies are selected to conduce 
Hear the causes between totruewisdom and rationality 
your brethren, and judge and made rulers over the 
righteously between every mind, primary truths in 
man and his brother, and successive order from the 
the stranger that is with truth proceeding immediately 
him. from the Divine to those 

17. Ye shall not respect comniunicating with the most 
persons in judgment ; but external things. [Note. — 
ye shall hear the small as This subject will be found 

more particularly explained 
in the explanation of Exodus xviii. 17-23 in the "Arcana 
Coelestia," and particularly in Nos. 87 12-87 17, etc.] 

16. And in this state these primary truths receive illus- 
tration from the Divine truth of the Word, which gives 
them a just understanding of the subordinate goods in the 
mind, and enables them to determine rightly what is really 
good and true and what is in accordance with those prin- 
ciples in natural things. 

17. No worldly end is to beVv?t^ *ycvn\^nn ycv^^Ov^v^^^-^^ 
the best course. Those w\v\c\\ >now\^ \i^ ^'^'^^^'^'^^'^^^-^i^-^ 

from a worldly point of view xoms\. \i^ cor^wvsx^^ 
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well as the great ; ye shall with those which would be 
not be afraid of the face of advantageous, nor must the 
man ; for the judgment is mind be careful about the 
God's : and the cause that result in this world, for all 
is too hard for you, bring // things are overruled by the 
unto me, and I will hear it. Lord's Divine Providence ; 

1 8. And I commanded you and if the thing is too hard 
at that time all the things to be decided by a man's 
which ye should do. own rationality, it must be 

brought to the truth flowing 
immediately from the Divine principle, and wisdom will be 
given. 

1 8. Thus was a state induced in which all things in the 
mind were under the influence and government of Divine 
truth from the Word. 

[Note (verses 9-18). — If a man had simply to follow 
certain dictates given him from the Word, and found 
them ready applied to every difficulty arising in life, he 
would be as far as spiritual thought is concerned a mere 
machine. It is by having apparently to decide for himself 
and to work out difficulties by his own reasoning powers, 
with the Divine truths of the Word as an ultimate Court 
of Appeal, that he attains true understanding in spiritual 
things.] 



Verses 19-21. Invitation to enter upon the heavenly life. 

Text. Explanation. 

19. IF And when we de- 19. And when the soul left 

parted from Horeb, we went the state in which it had 

through all that great and been instructed in truths 

ilwB wilderness, which from the Word, it passer 

way of the through temptations in whir 

'^moiites, the mind appeared dei?'-"' 

d com- of all joy and \vap^\ 
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manded us ; and we came and was oppressed by evils 

to Kadesh-barnea. and falses. These are per- 

20. And I said unto you, ceived to be in the soul when 
Ye are come unto the moun- it is in a state of self-love, 
tain of the Amorites, which and for this reason it is 
the Lord our God doth remitted into this state by 
give unto us. • the Lord, after which the 

21. Behold, the LORD thy regenerating soul comes into 
God hath set the land be- the affection of interior or 
fore thee : go up and pos- rational truth (Kadesh-bar- 
sess //, as the Lord God of nea). 

thy fathers hath said unto 20. And the soul is in- 
thee ; fear not, neither be structed by Divine truth that 
discouraged. ^ it is of itself in a state of 

self-love, and that it is able 
to overcome it by means of good and truth from the 
Lord. 

21. It is perceived that the Divine Love and Wisdom 
(the God of those regenerating) provide opportftnities for 
them to enter into the heavenly state. The soul must make 
use of them and strive to obtain it, according to the per- 
ception given to those who are in good from the Divine 
Love and Wisdom ; it must not doubt the possibility of 
overcoming evil or be discouraged by it. \Note. — It is the 
doctrine of the New Church that the Lord Jesus Christ is 
the embodiment of the Divine Love and Wisdom ; so that 
whether we say the Lord Jesus Christ is the God of those 
regenerating or the Divine Love and Wisdom, it is the 
same thing.] 
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Verses 12-1^, A search into what constitutes the heavenly 
life. — Verses 26-40. The unwillingness of the uftre- 
generate heart to enter upon it. — Verses 41-46. The 
attempt to do so from selfhood and defeat in tempta- 
tion. 

Text. Explanation. 

22. And ye came near 22. And the whole soul in 
unto me every one of you, such a state earnestly con- 
and said, We will send men suits the Divine truths of the 
before us, and they shall Word, and desires to direct 
search us out the land, and all its powers to inquire into 
bring us word again by what what constitutes the heavenly 
way we must go up, and into life, that the soul may know 
what cities we shall come. how to attain it and what 

23. And the saying pleased doctrines are conducive 
me well : and I took twelve thereto. 

men of yofi, one of a tribe : 23. And this desire is 

24. And they turned and approved by the conscience 
went up into the mountain, instructed by Divine truth ; 
and came unto the valley of and it selects from the 
Eshcol, and searched it out. faculties of the mind every 

25. And they took of the thought and volition which 
fruit of the land in their is suitable for the pur- 
hands, and brought // down pose. 

unto us, and brought us 24. And they direct the 
word again, and said, // is thoughts within towards the 
a good land which the LORD interiors of the mind and its 
our God doth give us. motives, and all things 

derived from them and 
towards the doctrines of the Church which produce good 
and search them out. 

25. And they examine into the results of those principles 
^ tAe Jj/e, and by their means the soul is \\VustT^.led a^s to 
tAese t/jin^s, and perceives that it is being coivducx^^ \i^ 
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26. Notwithstanding ye the goodness and wisdom of 
would not go up, but re- the Lord to such states as 
belled against the command- produce real happiness, 
ment of the Lord your God : 26. But the evil will of the 

27. And ye murmured in proprium does not relish 
your tents, and said, Be- or desire to be elevated to 
cause the Lord hated us, these heavenly states, but 
he hath brought us forth rebels against the perception 
out of the land of Egypt, to given through the under- 
deliver us into the hand of standing by the goodness 
the Amorites, to destroy us. and wisdom of the Lord. 

28. Whither shall we go 27. And produces discon- 
up? our brethren have dis- tent in the inmost recesses 
couraged our heart, saying, of the heart, and suggests 
The people is greater and the thought that it was an 
taller than we ; the cities evil thing that the Lord had 
are great and walled up to permitted the mind to have 
heaven ; and moreover we a clear light of heavenly 
have seen the sons of the things, and delivered it from 
Anakims there. the thraldom of old fallacies 

29. Then I said unto you, to show to the soul the evils 
Dread not, neither be afraid of the will which would now 
of them. destroy it. 

28. And doubted to what 
state the soul was being led. The inclination towards evil 
discouraged all the faculties of the mind and turned its 
affections away from heaven, suggesting that the falses 
which favour hereditary evil are more powerful and in- 
fluential than the truths of the Church, and that the 
doctrinal s or principles of action in their favour are 
strong, and will prevent the soul from entering into 
heavenly things ; and, moreover, in them the soul had 
some perception of the gigantic power of the persMAs.\s>KNs» 
lying rooted in the hidden spntv^^ o^ ^cX\cj.tv, •a.^\^ ^?*^:t 
favouring somt selfish end. . ^-^ ^oj^ 

29. Then the perception oi DVvVxi^ VwvOcv ^\n^xv ^ 
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30. The Lord your God soul from heaven replies that 
which goeth before you, he it is not to dread these 
shall fight for you, accord- things or succumb to them, 
ing to all that he did for you 30. The goodness and 
in Egypt before your eyes ; wisdom of the Lord's provi- 

31. And in the wilderness, dence which lead the soul 
where thou hast seen how will contend for it against 
that the Lord thy God bare them, according to all that 
thee, as a man doth bear has been already done upon 
his son, in all the way that the falses by which the 
ye went, until ye came into natural mind was bound, as 
this place. has been manifestly per- 

32. Yet in this thing ye ceived. 

did not believe the Lord 31. And in states of defect 
your God, of truth and temptation, when 

33. Who went in the way it has been manifestly per- 
before you, to search you out ceived how the soul has 
a place to pitch your tents been supported by the 
in, in fire by night, to she.w Divine goodness and wis- 
you by what way ye should dom as a man doth bear his 
go, and in a cloud by day. son (or as the genuine de- 
sire after good ever up- 
holds truth in the mind) \,N.B. — The love of what is 
good begets and educates truth in the soul, which is as 
it were its son] in all the changes it has gone through 
in its progression to its present state. 

32. But in this the unregenerate heart is unwilling to 
rest in the assurance given it by the Divine Goodness and 
Wisdom, 

33. Who Himself when incarnate trod the path of 
regeneration before each soul to prepare for each a suitable 
state of heaven and peace (John xiv. 2), and is present 
with His Divine love in states of obscurity and trial to 
show the regenerating soul the path it should tread, and 
tempers a)so states of illustration according to the reception 
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34. And the Lord heard 34. Thus the unregenerate 
the voice of your words, and heart rejects the guidance 
was wroth, and sware, say- of the Lord, and hence it is 
ing, a law of Divine order pro- 

35. Surely there shall not ceeding from the Providence 
one of these men of this of the Lord which foresees 
evil generation see that good and arranges all things, 
land, which I sware to give 35. That it is impossible 
unto your fathers, for any of the thoughts and 

36. Save Caleb the son of affections of the unregenerate 
Jephunneh ; he shall see it, natural heart to enter into 
and to him will I give the those heavenly states which 
land that he hath trodden are promised by the Lord 
upon, and to his children, in the Word to those who 
because he hath wholly fol- will receive real goodness 
lowed the Lord. from Himself. 

37. Also the Lord was 36. Only those who are in 
angry with me for your good derived from such 
sakes, saying. Thou also truths as they possess, these 
shalt not go in thither. shall have a clear perception 

38. But Joshua the son of of good, and shall possess 
Nun, which standeth beforfe permanently all those holy 
thee, he shall go in thither : states which they have 
encourage him : for he shall patiently practised, and all 
cause Israel to inherit it. things derived from such 

principles, because they 
bring out into the life the truths learned in the mind. 
[Note* — Caleb afterwards dwelt in Hebron (see Numbers 
xiv. XV.), which signifies the spiritual Church. (See A. C. 
2909.)] ^ 

37. Divine truths themselves are dissipated from the 
mind unless they are carried out into the life, and it is a 
law of heaven that truth alone cannot save, 

38. But truth which combalsvj\lVvo\\\.c.e^^\xv'^^5L^>^^^^ 

and has Divine truth present mOcv \X., x^x's* '^''^ \^\\.-«i^ 
soul to heaven. Let this pntvcipVe V^Ne ^vKV ^^^•'i "'^^ 
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39. Moreover your little cause the whole man to 
ones, which ye said should become spiritual and possess 
be a prey, and your chil- heavenly happiness. 

dren, which in that day had 39. And, moreover, all 
no knowledge between good those innocent principles 
and evil, they shall go in which the mind had per- 
thither, and unto them will suaded itself would succumb 
I give it, and they shall to evil, and whatsoever 
possess it. thoughts and affections in 

40. But as for you, turn the soul in former states had 
you, and take your journey nothing in them of self- 
into the wilderness by the wisdom derived from the 
way of the Red sea. proprium, these shall be with 

41. Then ye answered and the soul in heaven, and unto 
said unto me. We have sin- them will the Lord give those 
ned against the Lord, we blessed states that they may 
will go up and fight, accord- possess them. \Note, — As 
ing to all that the Lord to the knowledge of good 
our God commanded us. and evil derived from self- 
And when ye had girded wisdom or science, see A, C, 
on every man his weapons 122-130.] 

of war, ye were ready to go • 40. But it is necessary, in 
up into the hill. order that the evil concupis- 

cences of the unregenerate 
heart may be removed, that the soul should be brought 
back into a state of temptation and trial, and where evil 
spirits will infest it and draw those evils forth. 

41. And when this is perceived the soul comes into a 
state of external humiliation and confession of sin from 
fear of punishment, and desires to enter into the heavenly 
state and combat with its evils, and to carry out in its 
own strength all the dictates of Divine Love and Wisdom. 
It calls to mind all the maxims of virtue and doctrinals 
which have been learned, and thinks itself quite prepared 
with these to enter at once into an interior and spiritual 
st/ite. 
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42. And the Lord said 42. But the Lord says to 
unto me, Say unto them, the soul through the Word 
Go not up, neither fight ; that it should not attempt to 
for I am not among you ; attain heaven or fight against 
lest ye be smitten before evil in its own strength ; for 
your enemies. ihe Lord would not be with 

43. So I spake unto you ; it in such case, and it would 
and ye would not hear, but succumb to evil in tempta- 
rebelled against the com- tions. 

mandment of the LoRD, and 43. And though this is 

went presumptuously up declared to it, the unregene- 

into the hill. rate will will not hear, but 

44. And the Amorites, rebels against the warning 
which dwelt in that moun- given from heaven, and ex- 
tain, came out against you, poses the soul to temptation, 
and chased you, as bees do, and endeavours presUmp- 
and destroyed you in Seir, tuously in its own strength 
even unto Hormah. to enter into states fof which 

45. And ye returned and it is not prepared. 

wept before the Lord ; but 44. And the evils of self- 
the Lord would not heark- love which lie latent in such 
en to your voice, nor give a state rush out upon and 
ear unto you. overflow the soul with falses 

derived from evil, destroying 
all that was celestial and spiritual in the natural good 
in which it had trusted, so that the soul is reduced 
to despair. {Note, — There is an allusion here in the 
simile to wasps, which endeavour to take the honey from 
the hive and are chased and driven away by bees. So 
the natural unregenerate heart would desire the joys 
of heaven without the labours necessary to attain them, 
and finds that joy on such terms brings a sting with 
it.] 

45. And the soul is brought back to vt^ lotvcv^x ^\.^^si^ "s^z^^^ 
being full of grief, cries unlo xYi^ \-o\^, ^-^^ *>J^ ^'^'ws>s» >^ 
though the Lord would nol Yvea.T ivox T^'^a.'t^.' ^ • 
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46. So ye abode in Kadesh 46. And the mind was 
many days, according unto then remitted into a state 
the days that ye abode there, of acquiring rational truths 

to the full from genuine 
affection, as far as it was able to receive them. 



CHAPTER II. 

Verses 1-7. Hereditary good nature will not avail for 

regeneration. 

Text. Explanation. 

I. nPHEN we turned, and i. A ND the state of the 
JL took our journey into £\ soul is then changed, 
the wilderness by the way and regeneration is con- 
of the Red sea, as the Lord tinued in states of desolation 
spake unto me : and we and of assaults from evil 
compassed mount Seir many spirits, as the soul had been 
days. warned by Divine truth; and 

2. And the Lord spake it is led through a series of 
unto me, saying, experiences under the influ- 

3. Ye have compassed this ence of the apparent good 
mountain long enough : turn in the will part of the natural 
you northward. mind. 

4. And command thou the 2. And the soul has a 
people, saying. Ye are to fresh perception from the 
pass through the coast of Lord through Divine truth, 
your brethren the children of 3. That these states under 
Esau, which dwell in Seir ; the influence of the natural 
and they shall be afraid of will are advanced to the full, 
you : take ye good heed un- and that it is time for the 
to yourselves therefore : soul to advance to know- 
ledges of truth from a celes- 
tial origin {A, E, 405) ; that is, to truths derived from the 
genuine love of whai is good. 

4. And the soul perceives ftota \)cva \-^\^ ^xo^*^ ^^^j6. 
Word that it is to pass by atvd \^^n^ ^t^ ^^^ ^'^^'^ 
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5. Meddle not with them ; external states of charity 
for I will not give you of derived from the apparent 
their land, no, not so much natural good which is in the 
as a foot breadth ; because will before regeneration, 
I have given mount Seir which also reverences and 
unto Esau for a posses- fears to offend against the 
sion. holy truths of faith. Great 

6. Ye shall buy meat of care must be taken, there- 
them for money, that ye fore, by the regenerating 
may eat ; and ye shall also soul, 

buy water of them for mo- 5. Not to confound this 

ney, that ye may drink. good with spiritual good, for 

7. For the Lord thy God the Church will not be 
hath blessed thee in all the formed in such states, not 
works of thy hand : he know- even as to its lowest natural 
eth thy walking through things ; for the Lord has so 
this great wilderness : these ordered it that this volun- 
forty years the Lord thy tary part of the natural mind 
God hath been with thee ; receives influx from Him 
thou hast lacked nothing. without the intervention of 

truths by an internal way. 

6. The regenerating soul shall draw forth good from 
this principle by means of its knowledges of good derived 
from the Word to nourish it, and it shall acquire truths 
from it by means of its knowledges of truth derived from 
the Word that the understanding may be replenished 
therewith. 

7. For the goodness and wisdom of the Lord have been 
with the soul, blessing it with the means of obtaining these 
things. All its progress through states of apparent loss of 
goodness and truth have been under the Lord's providence. 
His love and wisdom have been with it in all its tempta- 
tions, and it has lost no really good thing. 

{Note (verses 1-7). — This somewhat obscure passage 
seems to describe how the soul in the earlier stages of 
r^eneration is brought into contact with the apparent 
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integrity and benevolence which exist in the world from 
such motives as the fear of the law, love of approbation, 
etc. The soul cannot be regenerated in such states which 
are not spiritual ; but the goods and maxims practised 
from such states may be added to the spiritual character, 
and may finally become celestial by being practised from 
the genuine love of goodness infused into the soul by the 
Lord.J 

Verses 8- 1 5. T/ie character is not made spiritual by external 
worship, — Verses 14, 15. l^he loss 0/ self-confidence. 

Text. Explanation. 

8. And when we passed 8. And after the mind has 
by from our brethren the passed from under the influ- 
children of Esau, which ence of the apparent love of 
dwelt in Seir, through the good and charity, which is in 
way of the plain from Elath, the natural mind from mo- 
and from Ezion-gaber, we tives which are not spiritual, 
turned and passed by the and from the influence of 

the doctrines and maxims 
belonging thereto which are really worldly \^N.B, — Elath 
and Ezion-gaber were places by the Red Sea where Solo- 
mon had a navy of ships. (See i Kings ix. 26.)], a new 
state is reached in the sou), and it is brought into the 
defect of good and truth, such as exists with those who are 
in mere external worship, by which the genuine good 
of worship is adulterated. [Note. — The genuine good of 
worship is the sincere love of the Lord (that is, of His char- 
acter as revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ) above all things 
and the earnest desire to carry out His will in every thought 
and action of life. When worship is made to consist in 
anything else as its chief characteristic, such as in cere- 
monial or in doctrinals, or when external worshii^ U <?&& 
result of other motives, as frotu cwsX.awv^V'^ia^^ <i^ ^sst "^^^ 
sake of respectability, it is aduU^t^X^^ ^VCcv ^^"^^ 
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way of the wilderness of 9. And the soul is com- 

Moab. manded by the Lord through 

9. And the Lord said unto the Word not to be hostile 
me, Distress not the Moab- to what proceeds from im- 
ites, neither contend with perfect external worship, nor 
them in battle : for I will to contend with it by fight- 
not give thee of their land ing against it from spiritual 

for a possession ; because I truths ; for genuine spiritual 

have given Ar unto the truth will not be formed in 

children of Lot for a pos- the soul by dispossessing the 

session. states derived from external 

10. The Emims dwelt worship, for the Lord has 
therein in times past, a provided the love of external 
people great, and many, worship for the benefit of 
and tall, as the Anakims ; those faculties in the soul 

11. Which also were ac- which can only receive a 
counted giants, as the Ana- religious principle derived 
kirns ; but the Moabites call from external things. 

them Emims. 10. This region of the 

mind was occupied in former 
states by false persuasions derived from hereditary evil, of 
a character that perverted all the goods and truths in the 
soul, and deeply rooted in the mind, like all the ideas derived 
from self-love. 

II. Which also filled the mind with the idea of its own 
super-eminence, as all principles derived from love of self, 
and are very powerful on account of their proceeding 
from hereditary evil in the will ; but those who are in exter- 
nal worship consider only the outward results of these things. 

\Note (verses 10, 11). — Some idea may be formed of the 
power of persuasions derived from hereditary evil and the de- 
sires of the natural mind by reflecting how self-interest twists 
and imperceptibly warps one's thoughts, and how difficult 
it is to form a clear and impartial judgment in any matter 
in which one's interests are involved ; also how any passion 
or desire of the natural mind when k obtalus any power 
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12. The Horims also dwelt over the soul obliterates all 
in Seir beforetime ; but the the rational considerations 
children of Esau succeeded that would check it.] 

them, when they had de- 12. The persuasions of 

stroyed them from before falsity arising from self-love 

them, and dwelt in their and other unbridled passions 

stead ; as Israel did unto the also occupied the will part of 

land of his possession, which the mind originally, but were 

the Lord gave unto them. succeeded by the natural 

13. Now rise up, said /, good proceeding from exter- 
and get you over the brook nal motives when it had 
Zered. And we went over destroyed those evils and 
the brook Zered. taken their place in the mind, 

14. And the space in which as spiritual influences from 
we came from Kadesh-bar- heaven are finally enabled to 
nea, until we were come drive out evils from the inte- 
over the brook Zered, was riors of the soul, in which 
thirty and eight years ; un- the Lord has ordained they 
til all the generation of the should have dominion, if the 
men of war were wasted regenerating soul will open 
out from among the host, as the mind to receive them. 
the Lord sware unto them. 13. The soul can now be 

raised from its state of 
desolations into one of external goodness and order, and, 
led by Divine truth, it passes the boundary which intro- 
duces it into the life of good. 

\^Note (verses 10-13). — ^"^ this passage is described 
how the regenerating soul is led through imperfect to 
better states. Any motive that will assist in driving out 
sin is at first adopted till the soul is fully prepared to 
receive truly spiritual life from heaven.] 

14. And the state in which the soul comes from the 
affection of interior or rational truth into the commence- 
ment of the life of good is one in which truths are vx^^" 
ness, and a new state is commenc\iv^*vcv>N\v\0£vN^^ ^^^K-^-^ ^^ ^ 
the evjj proprium is becoming s>\\i^M^^> ^^^ ^^ 'sjons^x^ «^'«^- 
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15. For indeed the hand vinced of its insufficiency to 
of the Lord was against contend in its own strength 
them, to destroy them from against evil as declared by 
among the host, until they the Lord. 

were consumed. 15. For indeed the provi- 

dence of the Lord had been 
directed to destroy these thoughts and affections derived 
from the evil proprium throughout the soul till they were 
consumed. 

Verses 16-23. The soul must not remain in a state of 
falsified truths^ but pass beyond them. 

Text. Explanation. 

16. IT So it came to pass, 16. So it came to pass that 
when all the men of war when all self-derived power 
were consumed and dead and confidence were con- 
from among the people, sumed and destroyed from 

17. That the LORD spake among the new spiritual 
unto me, saying, principles received into the 

18. Thou art to pass over soulj 

through Ar, the coast of 17. That the soul perceived 

Moab, this day : by Divine truth 

19. And when thou comest 18. That it was now pre- 
nigh over against the chil- pared to pass over through 
dren of Ammon, distress the good of external and 
them not, nor meddle with imperfect worship and the 
them : for I will not give things derived from it. 
thee of the land of the chil- 19. And the soul comes 
dren of Ammon any pos- into contact with those prin- 
session ; because I have ciples in the mind which are 

derived from falsified truth; 

these are not to be attacked or meddled with, for the Lord 

will not found the Church in the regenerating soul upon 

doctrines derived from falsified truths ; for these can only 

ejc/st with those who are of the perveil^d e^t.e:YYval Church 
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given it unto the children of (or form a state of falsified 

Lotybr a possession. external religion in the soul). 

20. (Thatalsowasaccount- 20. This region of the 
ed a land of giants : giants mind was also full of ideas 
dwelt therein in old time ; of conceit derived from self- 
and the Ammonites call love ; and falsities derived 
them Zamzummims ; from the love of pre-eminence 

21. A people great, and dwelt there in previous states 
many, and tall, as the Ana- ofthesoul, ana their outward 
kims ; but the Lord de- results are perceived to be 
stroyed them before them ; evil by those who are in 
and they succeeded them, external truth. 

and dwelt in their stead : 21. These false persua- 

22. As he did to the chil- sions are derived from heredi- 
dren of Esau, which dwelt tary evil and pervert all the 
in Seir, when he destroyed goods and truths of the soul, 
the Horims from before and are deeply rooted, as all 
them ; and they succeeded those derived from self-love ; 
them, and dwelt in their but the Lord destroyed them 
stead even unto this day : by means of the doctrines of 

23. And the Avims which external truth, and they suc- 
dwelt in Hazerim, even un- ceeded them and dwelt in 
to Azzah, the Caphtorims, that region of the mind : 
which came forth out of 22. As He did to the ex- 
Caphtor, destroyed them, ternal affections of good 
and dwelt in their stead.) which dwelt in the will part 

of the mind when He de- 
stroyed the persuasions of self-love from before them, and 
they succeeded them and dwelt in their stead even to the 
present condition of the soul. 

23. And the falsities which were in the intellect to its 
utmost boundaries, the.truths which were by the science of 
truth from the Word, destroyed them,and dwelt in their stead. 

[A^(?/^ (verses 16-23). — This passage appears to de^cxvfe&^JsN^. 
progress of regeneration iu ihe \.xw\&^\i^\^N^$i.^'^'^^^'^^'^'^~^^^ 
had described the regeneral\otv ol x^^xXn^^ \^ x^cv^^"^ ^'^ 
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shows how merely apparent truths, and even falsities, are 
turned to good account. Thus, for example, the falsity 
may exist in the mind from the letter of the Divine Word 
misunderstood, or from the doctrines of old and perverted 
Churches, that the Lord is a seveie and arbitrary God of 
vengeance, who must by all means avenge sin even if the 
innocent suffer in the place of the guilty ; and this false 
idea may be useful at first to hold sin in check by sheer 
terror, till the soul is prepared to receive the perception 
that nothing can exist with the Lord inconsistent with pure 
love and mercy towards both the good and the evil, which 
is the only conclusion the soul can arrive at when it grasps 
the fact that the Lord Jesus Christ is the revelation of the 
character of God.] 

Verses 24-37. The destruction of the domination of self- 
love in the external 7nind, 

Text. Explanation. 

24. IF Rise ye up, take 24. The regenerating soul 
your journey, and pass over must rise above these ex- 
the river Arnon : behold, I ternal motives and fallacies, 
have given into thine hand and continue its heavenward 
Sihon the Amorite, king of journey, and pass into a 
Heshbon, and his land : be- state which will bring it into 
gin to possess //, and con- conflict with its more interior 
tend with him in battle. evils ; and it perceives that 

25. This day will I begin the Lord will give it power 
to put the dread of thee to overcome the evils of self- 
love, the chief evil of the 

soul that opposes regeneration, and that the regenerate 
will will be supreme in the external mind now occupied 
by the love of self, and that it is the duty of those regen- 
erating to drive out these evils and strive against them 
strenuously. 
2s. And in this state the Lord begms to ^\3i\. >C?\^ ^x^ " 
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and the fear of thee upon of committing sin and the 
the nations that are under fear of resisting good im- 
the whole heaven, who shall pulses from heaven upon all 
hear report of thee, and the principles of action in 
shall tremble, and be in an- the whole mind, and they 
guish because of thee. hear the Divine will as 

26. IT And I sent mes- given in the conscience, and 
sengers out of the wilder- are in great fear and anxiety 
ness of Kedemoth unto Si- lest it should be trans- 
hon king of Heshbon with gressed. 

words of peace, saying, 26. And the soul explores 

27. Let me pass through by means of Divine truth 
thy land : I will go along from the state of defect of 
by the high way, I will good in which it is in- 
neither turn unto the right to those principles of the 
hand nor to the left. mind which are under the 

28. Thou shalt sell me dominion of selfish loves, 
meat for money, that I may to see if there is any agree- 
eat ; and give me water for ment to be made with them 
money, that I may drink : by the regenerating soul, 
only I will pass through on 27. The regenerate will is 
my feet ; desirous to continue its pro- 
gress through these motives 

of action derived from self-respect and esteem. Using 
them only so far as is necessary, it would go straight for- 
ward towards higher things, being guided by the clear 
truths of the Word, and would not swerve either into 
evil or falsity. 

28. It is willing to acquire from those principles and 
motives such conformity with custom as is necessary for 
life in the world by means of its perception of what is good 
from the Word that it may be sustained ; and such worldly 
maxims as are essential, by means of its knowledge of 
truth, that the min4 may be well stored with world^ v^^-t- 
mation, only these things wllV orX"^ V*^ vjs»^^ ^s^ ^'^ x^^j^-^^- 
erate as transitory and comparalYv«\v valexvox 'Ccccsx'si^* 
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29. (As the children of 29. (As the principles of 
Esau which dwell in Seir, good which were in the soul 
and the Moabites which before regeneration, and the 
dwell in Ar, did unto me ;) external goods which were 
until I shall pass over Jor- in the inferior things of 
dan into the land which worship, were used by the 
the Lord our God giveth soul), until it shall become 
us. fully regenerated and enter 

30. But Sihon king of into those holy states which 
Heshbon would not let us the Divine Love and Wisdom 
pass by him : for the LORD are preparing for it. 

thy God hardened his spirit, 30. But self-love, which 

and made his heart obstinate, reigns supreme in the natural 

that he might deliver him mind before regeneration, 

into thy hand, as appeareth will not suffer the regenerate 

this day. thus to proceed unmolested 

31. And the Lord said on their heavenly journey; for 
unto me, Behold, I have it is diametrically opposed 
begun to give Sihon and his both in will and opinion to 
land before thee : begin to all good and truth from the 
possess, that thou mayest Lord, and refuses all agree- 
inherit his land. ment with spiritual things, 

32. Then Sihon came out and must therefore be entire- 
against us, he and all his ly overcome and conquered 
people, to fight at Jahaz. in the state to which the soul 

has now arrived. 

31. Arid it is perceived by the Divine truth of the Word 
that the soul now has power from the Lord to obtain 
victory over self-love and all things derived from it ; and 
that it should begin to practise from spiritual principles 
the goods formerly done from this motive that they may be 
conjoined to the soul as genuine good. 

32. Then self-love comes out to oppose the religious 
progress of the soul, together with all the arguments that 

^re denved from it in the state to which the soul has now 
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33. And the Lord our 33. And the goodness and 
God delivered him before wisdom of the Lord deliver 
us ; and we smote him, the regenerate from the domi- 
and his sons, and all his nation of this principle, and 
people. enable them to overcome it 

34. And we took all his with all the apparent truths 
cities at that time, and and opinions which are 
utterly destroyed the men, derived from it. 

and the women, and the 34. And all the doctrines 
little ones, of every city, we hitherto subservient to this 
left none to remain : motive come now under the 

35. Only the cattle we took influence of the regenerate 
for a prey unto ourselves, and will ; and all the falses, aflfec- 
the spoil of the cities which tions of evil, and evil inten- 
we took. tions in such doctrines are 

36. From Aroer, which is entirely rooted out, and none 
by the brink of the river of suffered to remain : 
Arnon, and from the city 35. But such natural sub- 
that is by the river, even servient affections of this old 
unto Gilead, there was not principle as are innocent in 
one city too strong for us : themselves are adopted by 
the Lord our God delivered the regenerate will, and what- 
all unto us : soever is of use in its prin- 

37. Only unto the land of ciples is appropriated to the 
the children of Ammon thou regenerate. 

36. From its tenets, which 
are proximate to truths, but falsified, and from those 
derived from the fallacies of the senses even to natural 
good, which is closely allied to genuine good received 
from the Word, there is no principle of action derived from 
the love of self which is not to be under the dominion of 
the regenerate will : the goodness and wisdom of the Lord 
will place them all under its control : 

37. Only the soul must not adopt the t^^v^cv^'k^ ^ 
external worship derived from l^s^^, tv^^x -a:^^ '^^ .^'^^^i, 
falsified truths, nor any o^ \t.s docVcvcvt^^NWOo.^^-^^ ^'^'^^'^ 
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earnest not, nor unto any with evils, nor anything that 
place of the river Jabbok, it perceives to be inimical to 
nor unto the cities in the the Divine goodness and 
mountains, nor unto whatso- wisdom of the Lord, 
ever the Lord our God for- [A'i?/^( verses 24-3 7). — This 
bad us. passage appears to describe 

how the Lord reduces the 
selfishness of the heart in the external mind, and how the 
external morality arising from the love of reputation in the 
world cannot be adjoined to the Christian character with- 
out temptation-combats against the selfish motives which 
induce it in the unregenerate state, and how it is finally 
made spiritual by adoption from higher motives. The love 
of self reigns in man when he only regards hiinself and his 
own in what he thinks and does, and places this before the 
public good. (See A. C, 7366-7377.)] 



CHAPTER III. 

Verses 1-17. The subjugation of the love of the world in 

the external mind. 

Text. Explanation. 

I. nPHEN we turned, and i. nPHEN the state of the 
JL went up the way to J. soul is again chang- 
Bashan : and Og the king ed, and it progresses to a 
of Bashan came out against state in which it may be 
us, he and all his people, endowed with natural good 
to battle at Edrei. in externals (see A* E. 405) ; 

2. And the LORD said un- and the love of the world, 
to me, Fear him not : for I which reigns in the natural 
will deliver him, and all his mind, comes out to oppose 
people, and his land, into the soul with all the allure- 
thy hand ; and thou shalt ments and pleasures of the 
do unto him as thou didst senses, and all its confirma- 
unto Sihon king of the tory arguments to combat 
Amorites, which dwelt at the soul in the state to which 
Heshbon. it has now arrived. 

2. And it is perceived by 
means of Divine truth that this principle is not to be 
feared ; for the Lord will reduce it, and all the argu- 
ments and persuasions by which it is supported, and 
all the region of the mind heretofore occupied by it 
under the power of the regenerate will ; and the soul 
will be enabled to do the same with them as was 
done in former temptations to self-love, the cKveC ^<. n^nr. 
evils of the soul which dwell \vete^\\.a.r\>j \t\. "^^ xea^^sr^ 
mind. 
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3. So the Lord our God 3. So the goodness and 
delivered into our hands Og wisdom of the Lord delivered 
also, the king of Bashan, into the power of the re- 
and all his people : and we generate will also the love of 
smote him until none was the world and sensual things 
left to him remaining. which dominated in the 

4. And we took all his cities natural mind, with all the 
at that time, there was not theories and persuasions 
a city which we took not supporting it, which will be 
from them, threescore cities, destroyed in the mind as far 
all the region of Argob, the as they oppose the regenerate 
kingdom of Og in Bashan. life until none of them are 

5. All these cities were left. 

fenced with high walls, 4. And all the doctrines 

gates, and bars ; beside un- and fallacies favouring a life 

walled towns a great many, lived for this world only will 

6. And we utterly destroy- be taken possession of in 
ed them, as we did unto that state by the regenerate 
Sihon king of Heshbon, will, there will not be one 
utterly destroying the men, left to support it; for it is 
women, and children, of perceived that they are 
every city. completely deceptive and 

false, even the whole of the 
theories and arguments which promised happiness from a 
worldly life and pleasure, which the love of this world had 
hitherto caused to dominate in the natural mind. 

5. All these doctrines and opinions had barred up the 
mind against spiritual truths by plausible arguments drawn 
from the fallacies of the senses with specious proofs and con- 
firmations ; and were supported by many other considera- 
tions drawn from the natural inclination of man's heart. 

6. All these are to be utterly destroyed as far as they 
oppose the regenerate life, as was done unto the false 
principles arising from the love of self in the natural mind. 
The absolute fallacy of such arguments and opinions is 

made manifest, and all affection for iVvem axvA. \^^'&.'5» dftxvM^d 
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7. But all the cattle, and from them destroyed in the 
the spoil of the cities, we principles of action accepted 
took for a prey to ourselves, by the regenerate soul. 

8. And we took at that 7. But all affections which 
time out of the hand of the are harmless, and everything 
two kings of the Amorites of real spiritual use in these 
the land that was on this false conceptions, is appro- 
side Jordan, from the river priated by the new regenerate 
of Arnon unto mount Her- will. 

mon ; 8. Thus in that state the 

9. {yVhich Hermon the externals of the mind are no 
Sidonians call Sirion ; and longer occupied by falses 
the Amorites call it Shenir ;) derived from the loves of self 

10. All the cities of the and the world, but are 
plain, and all Gilead, and occupied by real truths from 
all Bashan, unto Salchah a spiritual origin, from the 
and Edrei, cities of the first endeavours to lead a 
kingdom of Og in Bashan. truly spiritual life even to the 

11. For only Og king of complete knowledge of good. 
Bashan remained of the 9. (Knowledges of what 
remnant of giants ; behold, constitutes the genuine good 

of love and charity are con- 
sidered real good with those who are in the love of genuine 
truths from the Lord ; but those who are in evils consider 
what favours the loves of self and the world with them to 
be real good.) 

10. All the doctrines accepted in the mind about external 
things, and the delights of them, and all the natural mind 
unto its utmost boundaries, and the things derived from the 
pleasures of the senses formerly under the dominion of the 
love of the world and pleasure dominating in the natural 
mind, were now possessed by the regenerate principle. 

1 1. For the love of the world and its pleasures dominating 
over the whole natural mind to the exclusion of thisx*^ 
spiritual is a gigantic powei oi i3\^\\>j vc\. '^^Xicsjxsa:^'^^^?^ 
derived from hereditary evW, t^sXXxv^ Vcv ^ ^x.'aX'^ ^\.\siK5^'a^ -^ 
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his bedstead was a bedstead to spiritual things on the 

of iron ; is it not in Rab- study of natural sciences to 

bath of the children of the exclusion of all else, and 

Ammon? nine cubits was supported by perverted truths 

the length thereof, and four drawn from the letter of the 

cubits the breadth of it, after Word, by which truth is 

the cubit of a man. utterly falsified both as to 

12. And this land, which knowledges of good and evil 
we possessed at that time, and knowledges of what is 
from Aroer, which is by the true or false when measured 
river Arnon, and half mount by the real standard of 
Gilead, and the cities thereof. Divine truth drawn from the 
gave I unto the Reubenites Lord's Divine Humanity, 
and to the Gadites. which is the real man. 

13. And the rest of Gilead, 12. And in the new state 
and all- Bashan, being the to which the soul has now 
kingdom of Og, gave I unto progressed, all these faculties 
the half tribe of Manasseh ; and all the exteriors of the 
all the region of Argob, with natural mind, from the first 
all Bashan, which was called conceptions of truth derived 
the land of giants. from a rational study of the 

14. J air the son of Ma- Word to the state in which 
nasseh took all the country spiritual things are received 
of Argob unto the coasts of in the mind with delight, and 
Geshuri and Maachathi ; the doctrines of truth with 

which the soul is stored 
from this source, are occupied by true faith in the Lord 
(Reuben) and good works thence resulting (Gad). 

13. And all the rest of the external mind, with its 
pleasures formerly dominated by the love of this world, 
is now conjoined to the new regenerate will received from 
the Lord, with all the natural life in the world and the 
externals of the soul in which the lusts and desires of the 
unregenerate soul had hitherto been all-powerful. 

14. Thus the new principle derived from the regenerate 
ly/// possesses all the /acuities of lYie naXural rcvrnd ^v^^ t.o 
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and called them after his external sensual things^ and 

own name, Bashan-havoth- stamps upon them its new 

jair, unto this day. regenerate character in this 

15. And I gave Gilead state. 

unto Machir. 15. And the Lord gives to 

16. And unto the Reuben- the soul a feeling of pleasure 
ites and unto the Gadites I in doing good from the union 
gave from Gilead even unto of godd motives with sound 
the river Arnon half the doctrines. 

valley, and the border even 16. And the natural mind 

unto the river Jabbok, which from the pleasure in doing 

is the border of the children good, into which man is first 

of Ammon ; initiated when he becomes 

17. The plain also, and regenerate (Gilead), to the 
Jordan, and the coast there- first perceptions of spiritual 
of^ from Chinnereth even truth conjoined thereto in 
unto the sea of the plain, external things, comes under 
even the salt sea, under the dominion of true faith 
Ashdoth-pisgah eastward. in the Lord and works thence 

derived, even to the first 
insinuation of spiritual truth into good (Jabbok), which 
is the boundary between external and internal religion. 

17. The external mind also as to doctrine and truth to 
its utmost boundaries, from the sources and origins whence 
they flow (Chinnereth or Gennesaret) even to where they are 
stored in the memory of the sensual man and conjoined to 
its desires, now comes under the control of things derived 
from the spiritual man (Ashdoth-pisgah or the springs of 
the hill). 

\Note (verses 1-17). — By the conquest of Og seems to 
be described the change which comes over the soul when 
the immense importance of the future life is fully realized 
and acted upon as compared with this. When his king- 
dom is fully conquered and occupied by Reuben, Gad^axsjd. 
Manasseh (true fajth, life thervce x^svAnaxv^^ ^-^^ ^^^ "^^ 
^tntrsite vfiW)^ the primary oVjeclmVv.^^XaTvoxcvSiX^^^'^^^ 
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success and prosperity, but security from temptation, avoid- 
ance of sin, and everything that would imperil eternal life. 
In the present day (emphatically the iron age) it behoves 
each member of the Church to consider whether his primary 
thoughts and endeavours in life are directed to ensure his 
eternal welfare, or whether he is tainted by the spirit of the 
age, and passes the greater part of his time on his iron bed 
of worldly pursuits and science, with the spiritual aspira- 
tions of his mind fast asleep.] 

Verses 18-20. The principles acquired in the regeneration 
of the external mind must assist in the perfecting of the 
internal domain of motives and thoughts. 

Text. Explanation. 

18. IT And I commanded 18. And the soul has a 
you at that time, saying, clear perception from Divine 
The Lord your God hath truth in that state, that the 
given you this land to pos- Divine goodness and wisdom 
sees it : ye shall pass over have gifted it with power to 
armed before your brethren attainspirituallifeinthenatu- 
the children of Israel, all ral mind, and that these new- 
that are meet for the war. ly-acquired powers should ad- 

19. But your wives, and vance to combat with evil 
your little ones, and your with all their might as far 
cattle, {for I know that as they are enabled, and so 
ye have much cattle,) shall go before the other faculties 

of the mind and prepare the 
soul for the reception of true love and charity in the 
internal mind. 

19. And the affections of truth with the good prin- 
ciples derived from the enlightened understanding, and 
all the knowledges of good and truth in the natural mind 
(for the Lord has gifted the soul with abundant know- 
ledges in the natural mind), shall repose secure in the doc- 
t/ines and principles with which the soul is endowed by the 



~3. 21. STUDY OF DEUTERONOMY, 33 

abide in your cities which conquest of the loves of self 
I have given you ; and of the world in the 

20. Until the LORD have natural mind. 

given rest unto your bre- 20. Until the Lord shall 
thren, as well as unto you, have reduced all the prin- 
and until they also possess ciples within man to order 
the land which the Lord as well as those things which 
your God hath given them are in the external mind ; 
beyond Jordan : and then and when the soul shall 
shall ye return every man possess those interior states 
unto his possession, which of love and charity which the 
I have given you. Lord has prepared for it in 

the inner mind, then shall 
the external mind and all things derived from it also have 
rest and repose in the soul. 

\Note (verses 18-20). — In these verses would seem to be 
described how the soul perceives that it must work out its 
own salvation by combating the evils of the outer life ; and 
by warring against these exterior evils the way is prepared 
for the Lord to gift the soul with real charity in interiors, 
after which right principles will be carried out in externals 
as from habit without, struggle. (See A, C 4353.)] 

Verses 21-29. Afl^^ ^^^ conquest of evil in externals the 
soul desires at once to attain heavenly happiness; but 
this is not yet possible. 

Explanation. 

21. And the soul, being in a state of truth warring against 
evil, and zealous for good, has a fresh perception from the 
Divine truth of the Word ; it is made evident to the under- 
standing what the Lord by His Divine goodness and truth 
has done to the false principles derived from the love of self 
and the love of the world in the externals of the soul ; and 
confidence is now given that the Loxd ^^ x^^sn^k.'^ \i:5^w^bS2t 
the power of the regenerate vj\\\ ^ Q^^^'s^^^a^cv Sxo^s^ ^^"^ 

c 
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and falses in the more interior states towards which the 
regenerate are progressing. 

22. The soul must not fear them, for the Divine good- 
ness and omnipotent wisdom of the Lord are co-operating 
with the regenerate. 

23. And the mind while under the dominion of truth, 
has an earnest desire in that state, and beseeches the 
Lord — 

24. That now the real character of the Lord is manifest, 
and the regenerating soul has gained a perception of His 
goodness, wisdom, and power, and that everything in 
spiritual and natural things is under the governance of His 
Providence — 

25. That it may at once advance to a more interior state, 
and enjoy the blessings of internal religion, celestial peace, 
and a life of good. 

26. But this cannot be owing to the forwardness of the 
other principles of the mind not yet regenerated; and it is 
perceived that the soul is asking for what is impossible 
while it is merely in a state of knowledge of truth. 

27. It is given, however, to the mind in that state to 
elevate itself by the intellect, and to perceive the states 
to which the soul will afterwards come, from its imperfect 
affections and its obscure perceptions of truth to a full and 
clear light, and a perfect state of love ; this is perceived 
with the understanding, but the soul cannot at present enter 
into these more interior states. 

28. But it must first war against evils, and all the energies 
and strength of the mind must be employed in the combat; 
for this warring against evil will prepare the mind for the 
reception of good and truth, and will cause it to inherit all 
these holy states which are perceived in the intellect by 
illustration from Divine truth. 

29. And the soul remains in an external state till the 
truths received in the first stage of regeneration are fully 

implanted. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Verses 1-13. The absolute necessity of obeying the Divine 

commands, 

I. ' I ^HE principal duty, therefore, of those regenerating 
JL is to obey and implicitly carry out all the com- 
mands which they receive through the Divine Word, both as 
to general principles and as to the perception given about 
each particular case, that they may acquire spiritual life, 
arid enter into and enjoy those more interior states to which 
the. Divine Goodness and Wisdom of the Lord (which have 
led the regenerate by Divine Providence in all ages) are 
seeking to guide them. 

2. Nothing shall be added to the perception from Divine 
truth within the soul as to what is right to do, neither shall 
any part of it be disregarded, that the whole may be 
carried out in the life as directed by the Divine Goodness 
and Wisdom revealed in the Word. 

3. It has been evident to the understanding what are 
the pernicious results of false worship conjoined with a life 
of evil. For all the false opinions which favour a life of 
evil in one who pretends to religion are destroyed in the 
soul by the truths that are perceived by those regenerating 
from the Divine Goodness and Wisdom. 

4. But all those thoughts and affections that uphold a 
life of good derived from the Divine Goodness and Wisdom 
as revealed in the Word and in the Lord \^%\ss» O^xvsx ^jc^^ 
preserved every one and confvtmed vcv \>afc ^ox^* ^^^x^ 

/. It Is noyr evident to the regexv^i^XAXv^ c,Qv::\\>waX'Ccv^ 
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illustrated by influx from Divine Goodness and Wisdom 
instructs the soul in all things, both in general principles 
and in particular cases, and points out the things which are 
necessary to be done in order to attain unto heavenly 
life. 

6. Attend to these, therefore, and work them out patiently 
in the life ; for this is the true wisdom and intelligence 
of the regenerate, and will be perceived to be such by all 
things in the soul that desire genuine good, which will 
receive these principles, and will acknowledge that a life 
in accordance with them is real wisdom and intelli- 
gence. 

7. For what affections so tend towards good, and bring 
the soul to so Divine a state as those derived from the Lord 
as perfect Divine Love and Wisdom (as displayed in the 
Lord Jesus Christ) ? 

8. And what affections so lead towards good, or are in 
accordance with such just directions for the general con- 
duct of life and for each particular case, as the new per- 
ceptions of the Divine Word which are given to the soul 
in this state ? 

9. Only let the regenerating watch and keep their souls 
diligently, lest they forget the directions which have been 
given them in their states of illustration, and lest the will 
should not act from them in any state they may be passing 
through, but let them impress them upon all their thoughts 
and principles of action. 

10. Specially that state in which they manifestly per- 
ceived the absolute necessity of obeying the commands 
proceeding from the Divine Goodness and Wisdom, and 
when by the Lord's Providence the whole attention of the 
soul was brought to bear upon eternal things, and made to 
perceive the Divine instructions given in the Word, that it 
might learn to regard the Lord's will in every state of natural 
}}fe, 3nd that all their thoughts and actions might bear the 

/tnpress of it. 
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11. These are the states in which the soul approaches 
the state of love to the Lord and comes under its influence, 
and perceives the Divine Love, and the defilement of the 
love of self burning within the soul even to the centre, and 
all the darkness in spiritual things, and obscurity and dense 
evils thence resulting. 

12. Then it is that the soul has a perception from the 
Divine Love, and of its own evils ; it perceives the Lord's 
will revealed in the truths of the Word, and it perceives 
that no external or simulated goodness in natural things 
will avail for salvation, but that the perception given of the 
Lord's will must be carried out in the life. 

13. And understands the definite conditions of salvation, 
which it is absolutely necessary for those who would be 
saved to carry out, namely, to work out the whole law of 
the Lord as far as they are able in the life ; and the Word 
of the Lord is thus to be impressed upon the memory and 
upon the life. 

Verses 14-24. That nothing from selfhood is to be put in 
the place of Divine truths and that truth alone ^ unless 
worked out in the life, cannot save,_ 

14. And the soul receives illustration from the Lord 
through the Word in that state of the things relating to the 
general principles of action which form the true worship of 
Him, and to conduct of life in the world, that are to be 
carried out in the regenerate state upon which the soul is 
now entering, and the quality of whicn it must acquire. 

15. It is necessary, therefore, to watch what passes in the 
soul with jealous care, for it was perceived that nothing 
from self which simulates good in externals is to be wor- 
shipped in the place of the pure goodness and truth which 
proceeds from the Lord's Humanity in that state vc^^Vss.^ 
the soul received illusttalloTv ^\CiTS\ ^^ Vks^^^ '^'^^'^x'^^^ 
from the Divine Love, as to >nYi^\.\s Xifcc^'s.'s.^^^'^'^"^ 'sa^^'^ 
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1 6. Lest the soul should turn away from the Divine and 
worship what proceeds from its own evil proprium, and 
make a god of it, and imagine the, desires and thoughts 
that proceed therefrom, and which are from the loves of self 
and the world, and merely put on a semblance of good in 
externals, to be genuine good and truth. 

17. The affections proceeding from the evils of the 
proprium, which put on the appearance of good in the 
natural mind, and the false intelligence, which seems to be 
rational externally, and to lift the mind to real truth, but 
really proceeds from the loves of self and the world, and is 
infatuation. 

18. Or worship as the chief good the mere pleasures of 
the senses separate from spiritual life, and believe as the 
only truths the appearances which are derived from the 
fallacies of the senses apart from revelation. 

19. And lest the understanding be lifted up with pride, 
and when the delights are perceived of self-love, the love 
of the world, and all the falses derived from them which 
surround self-love, the soul should be compelled by the 
natural evil inclination of the heart to worship and love 
them supremely, though these things were intended by the 
goodness and wisdom of the Lord to be subservient to all 
the good thoughts and affections implanted by Him in the 
soul. 

20. But the Lord has taken the regenerate and brought 
them forth out of the evil loves of the natural man, a state 
in which religion is made to consist in mere knowledges, and 
the mind is under the dominion of the evil proprium, to 
receive the life derived from Divine truth operating on the 
soul as is being developed in the present state. 

21. Furthermore, the soul has turned away and perverted 
even the Divine truth of the Word itself to the service of 
eviLby the perversity of the natural man, so that it is not 

/>/>ssJbJe for truths alone to conduct the soul to interior 
■eJj£^ionj or for the soul, when in a state oi beW^Vvcv^ \.x>3X\v^ 
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only, to possess those heavenly states which the Divine 
Goodness and Wisdom desire to give it. 

22. But truth must bo stored in the memory while the 
soul is in an external state, and cannot, while it is regarded 
as the chief thing, conduct the soul to the internal life of 
goodness ; but when truths are carried out into the life, the 
soul shall enter into it and possess it. 

[Note (verse 21, etc.). — Even truths themselves are pro- 
ductive of evil if a man begins to imagine himself superior 
to others on account of them. The possession of truths, 
which are spiritual riches, is a serious responsibility, and 
the more truths a man thinks he has, the more is it 
necessary for him to examine if they are made use of in the 
life ; for truths, like Moses, will die on this side of Jordan, 
and will not accompany the soul in the next world except 
so far as they have been worked out in the life (Matt. vii. 
21-27).] 

23. Let the regenerate take great heed, therefore, of what 
passes in the soul, lest they forget the conditions on which 
alone it is possible for the Divine Goodness and Wisdom to 
conduct them to heaven, namely, by carrying out the Divine 
will in the life ; and lest they worship as the supreme good 
the false imaginations proceeding from their own evil heart, 
or any appearance of good or truth in externals, which is 
contrary to the perception given them of the Divine Good- 
ness and Wisdom. 

24. For thus all the influx from the Divine Love and 
Wisdom within the soul will be consumed by the lusts 
arising from the loves of self and the world, and become 
hatred against Divine good. 

Verses 25-31. If the soul acts frofn itself it must perish, 
but if it seeks Divine Wisdom it will be saved, 

25. As the mind develops iresV x.xm'Ccv^ "axvfii. \rcv^^^'«^'^^ 
derived from them in series, aT\d aixex \}ti^ ^wJXV^y.'bX^^^^'^ 
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fully initiated into the goods and truths of the Church, 
when it turns away from the Divine, and worships what 
proceeds from self-derived intelligence, and calls the evil 
desires of the proprium good, and shall thus sin against the 
perception given by the Divine Love and Wisdom so as to 
avert them from the soul. 

26. The Divine Word shows clearly now to the soul, 
both in its internal and external senses, that in such case 
all that is of the Church with man and the internal good 
and truth now possessed by the soul will utterly perish, 
heavenly states will no more be experienced, and spiritual 
life will utterly die out. 

27. And goods and truths will be lost amongst the 
hereditary evils of the soul, and will be obscured by the 
falses into which the Divine influx of truth into the soul 
will be turned. 

28. And in that state the soul will be under the dominion 
of the worship of what is false proceeding from its own 
corrupt hereditary nature, evil in its motive, untrue in its 
principles, without perception of real truth or desire to 
carry it out, without the power of appropriating spiritual 
nourishment from heaven, or true perception of things as 
they really are. 

29. But if even in that deplorable state the soul shall 
sincerely seek Divine Goodness and Wisdom, it shall find 
them if it really search for them with all the power of the 
will and understanding. 

30. When it is in temptations, and all these things come 
upon the soul, when the state comes in which nothing of 
good and truth seems left, if it then looks to Divine 
Goodness and Wisdom, and endeavours to carry out the 
dictates received therefrom 

31. (For the Lord arranges or permits all things by 
Divine Love and Wisdom in Providence out of pure love 

and mercy), He will not cease to help the soul in every 
possible way, nor will He permit it (iC \l des\xts ^00^ \.o \i^ 
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destroyed by evil ; nor will He be absent in its struggles, in 
which He Himself will take part, and thereby conjoin the 
soul with Himself, as He has declared in the Word that He 
becomes conjoined with those who strive after good. 

Verses 32-40. That Providence continually assists regen- 
eration, as may be manifest from the past; that the soul 
should therefore trust in the Lord and none else, and 
their sole duty is to carry out His laws, 

32. For let the soul examine and ask now of the states 
that are past in its former experiences since the Lord first 
caused spiritual good and truth to appear in the natural 
mind by regeneration, and into all the perceptions which it 
has of spiritual and internal things, and see if there has 
ever been such a revelation of Divine goodness as what 
the Lord has done by assuming Humanity to effect man's 
regeneration, or if man could have conceived of anything 
greater. 

33. Or" could there be any other principles in which is 
revealed so clearly the will of the Lord proceeding from 
Divine Love as those (proceeding from that Humanity) 
which have been revealed to the soul, and which it is also 
enabled to live out ? 

34. Or are there other truths which have been able to 
draw forth what is good and separate it from the evil in 
the soul by temptations, by clear revelations of truth, 
by the manifest operation of Divine Providence, by contest 
against evil, by the power of internal truth, and by Divine 
Omnipotence, and by protection from evils and falses, 
according to all that has been done by the Divine Good- 
ness and Wisdom upon all the falsities which favoured 
evil in the natural mind, as has been evident to the percep- 
tion of the understanding? 

35. It has been given to the sou\ \.o \ietc€\N^"Ccv&'5»^'^^^^''^ 
in order that it might know l\iat xVve xeveVaJCvotv ofl 'i.^o^^^'^'^ 
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and truth as manifested in the Lord Jesus Christ is the 
only true revelation of the Divine Being and His attributes. 
Besides this there is no just conception of what is good 
and true. 

36. By illustration in the interiors of the mind He causes 
the regenerate to understand His will, that He may teach 
them to follow Him ; and in their natural life He shows 
them the operation of His Divine Love, and it is perceived 
that all His commands proceed from that Love. 

37. It is because the Lord loves the desires of the 
regenerating soul to attain to genuine good from Himself 
that He endows it with abundance of truths, and brings it 
by means of His omnipotent power to a clear perception 
of truth, and from the dominion of the falsities which 
favour evil in the natural unregenerate heart. 

38. To enable it to overcome evils in the soul, which are 
far greater and more powerful than the soul's desires for 
good would be without continual help from heaven, and* 
to bring the soul to heaven and plant therein goods and 
truths in the place of evil, as can be seen even in this 
present state. 

39. Let the mind, thetefore, clearly perceive in this state 
and accept it in the will that the goodness and truth pro- 
ceeding from the Lord as revealed in His Humanity are 
all-powerful, and alone to be worshipped both in the 
internal domain of motives and thoughts and the external 
domain of life and actions ; there is nothing else of real 
power for good. 

40. The whole duty of those who are regenerating, 
therefore, consists in regulating the life by His laws, and in 
everything obeying His will, as far as it is given to the soul 
to perceive it, in the state to which it has arrived, that it 
may go well with the man who is regenerating, and with 
all the desires and thoughts with which the soul shall be 
endowed, and that the fulness of his states of good and 

tmtbia the external mind maybe ampVvfved m \)c^^ ««sx- 
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ence with which he will be endowed by the Divine Good- 
ness and Wisdom in heaven for ever. 

Verses 41-43. Evils committed through ignorance or errors 

0/ doctrine do not condemn, 

41. Then the soul is provided by means of Divine truth 
from the Word with complete doctrines in the external 
mind derived from love to the Lord. 

42. That when the soul through error has destroyed 
anything of spiritual life, it may take refuge in them 
and be blameless if the destruction of what is spiritual 
takes place from ignorance and not from premeditated evil 
in the heart ; and that by embracing these doctrines his 
spiritual life might be preserved. 

43. There are doctrines adapted for those states in which 
goodness and truth are vastated in the mind in which the 
soul depends upon truths and faith as all-important, and 
for those in which the soul is endeavouring to carry out 
what it knows in the natural life, in which works are con- 
sidered all-important. And for the more perfect states in 
the natural principle when the soul endeavours to act from 
spiritual motives and from the new regenerate will. 

[Note (verses 41-43). — These 'verses seem to indicate 
that doctrines are provided from the Word suited to the 
states and capacities of all, and even if a soul should act 
against and destroy what is of true charity, still if this is 
done from error and from mistaken religious tenets con- 
scientiously believed, no guilt will be imputed to him. 
And if the soul is in doubt as to what are good and truth, 
let him take refuge in the doctrines of truth as far as they 
have been revealed to him in the Word, and abide therein, 
and his spiritual life will be preserved.] 
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Verses 44-49. Reiteration of the Divine Law in the state 
to which the soul has arrived, 

44. And these are the rules of action which those who 
are regenerating receive from the Divine Word. 

45. These are the things clearly perceived to be true by 
the illustration given from heaven, the instructions relating 
to general principles, and the laws for guiding the life in 
individual cases which those who are regenerating receive 
through the Word, after they have rejected the fallacies 
appertaining to the natural man* 

46. Before they enter upon the internal state of good, 
whilst still in external principles and in the first stage of 
regeneration in that region of the mind formerly occupied 
by the love of self, the chief evil of the soul, which dominated 
over the natural mind, but which was conquered by Divine 
truth from the Word and the new regenerate principles of 
the mind derived therefrom after the soul was delivered from 
the bondage of its old fallacies, 

47. And the natural mind became occupied by the new 
desires and truths given from heaven, where the love of self 
and the love of the world formerly reigned, the two chief 
ruling evils which were in the natural mind before regener- 
ation, and obscured the influx of good from heaven ; 

48. From its first beginning, when the regenerating soul 
began to draw real truth from the Word, even unto its 
inmost state, which is a rational perception of spiritual 
things, 

49. And all the doctrinals of the external Church derived 
from good, even to the sciences of spiritual things now 
under the control of things derived from the spiritual man. 



CHAPTER V. 

Verses 1-5. The keeping the commandfttents and obeying 
the Divine will as given in the Word is the covenant 
to conjoin the soul with heaven, 

I. AND the Lord instructs the regenerating^ through the 
£\ Word, and enforces upon them that it is essential 
they should be careful to obey the laws of Divine order 
and the decisions of Divine Wisdom in every step of life 
which arc perceived to be right, that the Divine will may be 
impressed upon the memory, imbue the understanding, and 
be carried out in the life. 

2. For the Divine Goodness and Wisdom become con- 
joined to the regenerating soul by means of revelations 
through the Word. 

3. These revelations are different to those which were 
given to the soul in any former state, but they are now 
given to the regenerating who have been brought to receive 
true life from heaven. 

4. The Divine Wisdom is perceived in the interior 
sense of the Word shining forth from the Divine Love 
towards the human race 

5. (The Word in the letter mediates between the Lord 
and those who are in external states, and shows them the 
will of the Lord as far as they are able to bear it, for the 
desires and thoughts of those who are in externals ^x^xv^^sv. 
in conformity with the Divine L.ove, ^o xJcvaX ^^n ^•^:^>^y- 
ascend into more interior states), axvd xtN^^'i ^'^VS^ss^'^.n 
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Verses 6-21. The Ten Commandments^ which are a 
summary of the Divine Law.* 

"^ 6. That the Divine Love and Wisdom, as displayed in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, should be the object of inmost 
adoration with the regenerate ; it is this that has brought 
them out of their natural and unregenerate condition, and 
from the slavery of sin. 

7. There is nothing to be worshipped as the supreme 
good but this. 

8. That which proceeds from self-intelligence is not to 
be worshipped, nor any hypocritical resemblance of what is 
good, whether it be of religious or spiritual good, civil and 
moraJ good, or of those things which please the external 
senses. 

9. Thou shalt not debase the soul to those things nor 
serve them. For there is nothing good but what proceeds 
from the Lord Jesus Christ ; the worship of aught else 
brings evil and falsity with all their evil progeny upon the 
soul in a long series, till all good and truth is obscured 
with those who reject the Divine influence that proceeds 
from the Lord. 

10. Whereas good and truth flow in for ever into the 
souls of those who will receive the good of love and the 
truths of faith that flow from the Lord's Divine Humanity 
by endeavouring to conform their lives to them. 

11. Good and truth must not be profaned (by believing 
the truth and doing evil, or by doing good from a hypo- 
critical or selfish motive), for thereby what is spiritual in 
the soul is hopelessly destroyed by being conjoined to its 
opposite, and a state induced that cannot be healed. 

12. Those regenerating should ever have before them as 

* For the full explanation of the Ten Commandments see A, C, 
8863-8912. It is perhaps scarcely necessary to state here that the fact 
£»///?<? /woraJ commands containing a spiritual sense does not mean 
any weakening of the //teral sense. 
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the main object of life the conjunction of all things in the 
soul to the Lord, whereby they will be sanctified by con- 
forming themselves to the pattern given in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 

13. It is necessary that the soul should pass through a 
complete period of temptation and combat against evils 
and falsities, and thus fully work out its salvation. 

14. But the holy state will then come in which the whole 
man is reduced to order by conjunction with the Lord ; 
there will then be no more occasion to struggle against sin 
and falsity, either for the man's interior will or for his internal 
perception of what is good and true, or for his opinions of 
rectitude and wisdom in externals, or for his affection for 
these principles in natural things, or for his natural truths, 
or for any feeling or perception in the soul, or scientific in 
the understanding whereby the truths of the Church are 
introduced into the mind; that the subservient faculties of 
the soul may be at peace as well as the inner man him- 
self. \Note. — When the soul is brought to the state 
signified by the Sabbath, every faculty will be at peace 
because all will work harmoniously in the Divine order.] 

15. It should be remembered that what is spiritual in the 
soul was oppressed in the natural unregenerate state of the 
mind, and that it has been liberated by the Divine Love 
and Wisdom leading the mind in all the operations of 
Providence with Divine Omnipotence ; and the object of 
all these operations of Divine Love and Wisdom should be 
ever present in the mind, namely, the sanctification of the 
soul by conjunction with the Lord. 

16. Prefer the Lord and His kingdom before all things, 
for the Divine Love and Wisdom have shown the soul that 
these are the fountains of life, that thus'states of blessedness 
may be acquired in heaven, and that the soul may be led 
into the state of order and happiness which is designed Cc^^t 
it by the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

17. Thou shaJt not quench or desXxo^ ^'t ^-^ycVom^.N?^'^ ^'^ 
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love and wisdom which proceeds from the Lord, either in 
thyself or others, for this is spiritual murder. 

i8. Thou shalt flee from everything which destroys the 
sacred marriage of genuine good and truth, which is the 
union in the soul of the love of truth and the love of doing 
good, and thou shalt abominate the foul union of the love 
of what is evil with what is false. 

19. Thou shalt not attribute anything of good and truth 
to thyself, which is spiritual theft, for all genuine good and 
truth is from the Lord. 

20. Neither is the perception given of what is really 
good and true in the smallest degree to be perverted or 
disregarded. 

21. Great heed is to be taken of the loves of self and 
the world, lest they should induce the understanding to use 
the truths of the Church for selfish ends, or lest they should 
induce the will to appropriate its goods to self, or to turn 
to selfish or evil ends the doctrines of the Church within 
the soul, or its rational truths, or the love of them, its natural 
good or natural truths, or any of those things which are 
given simply to enable the soul to live more unselfishly for 
the good of others. 

Verses 22-29. ^^^ perception of the perfections of the 
Divine Beings and the utter discordance of its desires 
and thoughts therewith^ alarms the soul, 

22. The perception from the Lord that these things 
must be done was given to the whole soul in a state of 
good from Divine Love, from the letter of the Word, and 
shining through the obscurity with which it had been 
veiled by false doctrines arising from evils ; it was clear 
and unmistakable, separating what was good from what 
was evil in the soul ; it showed that the duty of man was 
the keeping of the commandments from the Lord and 

nothing else. And that the Lord has gVveiv \.o-tcv2lvv through 
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the Word all those truths which are needful to conjoin him 
with Himself, and which make him receptive of Divine 
Love and Wisdom. 

23. And when this clear revelation of Divine truth was 
perceived shining out of the midst of the obscurity in which 
the Word was before veiled (for it was then manifest that 
the good proceeding from the Divine Love was in it), the 
soul approached with reverence the Word in the letter 
with all the powers of the understanding and with all its 
rational intelligence ; 

24. And the soul confessed that the Divine goodness 
and truth of the Lord Jesus Christ as the only God had 
been manifestly revealed to it, and that His command- 
ments proceed from His ardent love towards the whole 
human race ; and it is seen in this state that hence is an 
influx into the soul of man, who receives all his life there- 
from. [Note. — The soul perceives the glory and greatness of 
the Lord, and hears His voice out of the midst of the fire, 
when it is realized that the Lord is absolutely nothing but 
pure Love and Wisdom; and when it perceives that the 
Divine Humanity (that is, the unselfish life and character of 
the Lord Jesus Christ) is the only shape and form which 
Divine Love and Wisdom could possibly assume when 
brought to the perception of man, so that no God other than 
the Lord Jesus Christ can be justly conceived of (J ohnxiv. 9)]. 

25. And the external principles of the soul fear that they 
will entirely lose their own proper life, and that the life 
of heaven will perish with them, for they are not able to 
receive the pure love of the Lord ; and they fear that if they 
have to act on the dictates of the Divine Goodness and 
Wisdom proceeding from that love, their own proper life 
will perish, or all that is spiritual,'with them. [Note. — As an 
illustration it maybe mentioned that when it is first perceived 
in the soul that the Lord Jehovah is absolutely unselfish.^ 
that all His dealings are dictated by tVv^ <i^"si\x^ y^ ^^ ''^ 
He has to others as far as they e^xv x^c€\n^ ^x^ ^^^ ^"^"^^ 

D 
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arises that if the soul were to endeavour to follow this 
example, and become perfect as the Father in heaven is 
perfect, it would lose all that is delightful in life.] 

26. For how can a man (says the soul), whose natural 
life is derived from the loves of self and of the world, carry 
out the dictates and follow the example of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, proceeding, as they did, from His ardent love to the 
human race as now perceived by the mind, and live from 
them, and retain anythingof the natural life of self-enjoyment? 

27. And it feels its distance from Divine perfection, and 
desires that Divine truth may be presented in some form 
accommodated to the state of the soul, which shall act as a 
medium between the Divine Love and "Wisdom as seen to 
exist in the Lord, and the souPs state ; and that if the dictates 
proceeding from that Love and Wisdom were explained in 
some accommodated form, the soul would be able to receive 
them, and carry them out in tiie life. 

28. And the Lord attends to this desire of the soul when 
meditating over .the Divine commands, and instructs the 
soul through the Word that its desires are heard ; and that 
these thoughts are good as proceeding from humiliation of 
heart. 

29. The Lord's earnest desire for the soul is that it may 
have a heart receptive of Divine things from humility, 
and a holy dread of acting against the goodness of the 
Lord ; and that it may at all times endeavour to carry out 
His will, that it may be blessed by Him at the present time, 
and in all its future developments to eternity. 

Verses 30-33. Instruction that if the soul leads a good life 
as far MS it can, it receives a perception of truth accom- 
modated to its state which leads it on by degrees. 

30. And the Divine Word proclaims to the soul that it 
should remain abiding in the highest state of charity of 

wJbicA it IS capable. 
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31. And the soul's understanding of truth is brought 
nearer to truth Divine, and receives by it instruction in all 
things which are necessary both for life and for worship and 
for each difficulty that arises ; whereby the whole mind is 
informed of those things which must be done in the new 
heavenly states with which the Lord is gifting the soul. 
\_Note. — Thus the souPs understanding of truth is the 
medium which leads it on towards perfection by degrees, 
and is accommodated to its capacities of reception in every 
state. 

32. It is therefore of the greatest importance for the 
regenerating soul to attend to and carry out those things 
which are taught by Divine Love and Wisdom ; nor must 
it go in any other way than that into which the Lord Him- 
self leads it, and into which the good and truth of heaven 
and the Church lead it {A, E, 600, end). 

33. It is the duty of the regenerate to walk in the paths 
pointed out by Divine Love and Wisdom, that they may 
attain unto spiritual life ; it will then be well with them, and 
they will be gifted with blessed states in heaven, with 
which they will be endowed by the Lord. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Verses 1-3. The Law is given that the soul may keep it*'' 
' atid thereby attain eternal life, 

I. AND the following are the instructions relating to 
jl\ life and to principles of action which the soul per- 
ceives from the Word to be in accordance with the Divine 
Love and Wisdom, and which perception is given in order 
that it may carry them out in those blessed states with 
which it is the Lord's desire to gift it : — 

2. That it may have a dread of in any way obstructing 
the Divine Love and Wisdom, and that it may walk in the 
ways taught by them, both in general principles and in 
each difficulty that arises, and that the interior \vill, and all 
the thoughts and intentions of the soul, and all things 
springing therefrom, may be entirely conformed to the 
Divine will in every state of life ; and that thus heavenly 
s'ates may be stored in the soul for the future life. 

3. Let the regenerate, therefore, take heed to understand 
the will of the Lord, and to carry it out in the life ; that it 
may be well wnth them, and that good and truth in their 
interior soul may be multiplied exceedingly (as promised by 
the Divine Love and Wisdom, which have led them in times 
past), and that they may be thereby brought to states 
abounding with celestial and spiritual good, and of felicity 
and delight derived therefrom. 

* This looks like a self-evident proposition, but there are some 

modern theories, misnamed evangelical, which would seem rather to 

indicate that the Law was given to prove to the soul that it could not 

be Jcept, in direct coflfradiction to the Lord's own words Matt. v. 

T^-20 ; xix. T/, and elsewhere. 
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Verses 4-15. The primary commandment of the Law is 
that there is but one Lord, who must be enthroned as 
the central object of love and worship in the soul (Mark 
xii. 29, 30). 

4. Understand, all ye who are regenerating, that the 
Lord Jehovah is ONE in person and essence (and it follows 
of necessity with a Christian that the Lord Jesus Christ it 
that Jehovah) (John x. 30). [Note. — To say the Lord our 
God is one Lordy and to think of two or three distinct 
Divine persons, seems rather like saying one thing with the 
lips and thinking another in the heart.] 

5. And thou shalt love Jehovah God with all thy will, 
with all thine understanding, and with all thy powers. 

6. And the perception of His will which is given thee in 
this state, shall be the ruling principle of all thine affections: 

7. Thou shalt diligently impress it upon all thy thoughts 
and actions ; thou shalt ruminate on it when thou enterest 
into the inner chamber of thy mind (the interior will), and 
when thou art transacting the duties of life ; and in thine 
alternating states of obscurity and of elevation towards 
more interior good. 

8. And thou shalt distinguish this commandment as chief 
above all others ; it shall be manifest in all thy works, and 
it shall be the centre of all thine intelligence and wisdom. 

9. And thou shalt inscribe it upon the truths agreeing 
with thine inmost will, and upon all things introduced into 
the soul from the natural mind. 

10. And it shall be when thou shalt have been brought 
by the Divine Love and Wisdom to that state which is 
promised in the Word to those who are in good, whether 
celestial, spiritual, or natural, derived from the Lord (see 
note, chap. i. verse 8), and when the mind is rvci^ 
stored with comprehensive docVcvcvts c>i Vt>\\ici. wsiX Vsc^jk^- 
lated by its own intelligence, 
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r \. And when the will is replenished with good, which is 
AOt from itself) and the understanding with wells of truth 
not explored out by thyself ; and goods and truths which 
spring from celestial and spiritual states implanted in the 
soul by the Lord and not by thyself; when thou hast 
tasted all these things, and thy soul is satisfied with good, 

12. Beware lest thou forget the Lord in His Divine 
Humanity, which brought thee forth out of a natural con- 
dition, in which all that is spiritual within the mind was kept 
in bondage by eviU and falses. 

13. Thou shalt exceedingly fear to act contrary to the 
will of Jehovah God, to Him shall be rendered all thy 
service, and thou shalt endeavour to stamp His nature as 
revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ upon thy life. 

14. Thou shalt not go after anything that will lead away 
from Him, or any of the falses infused by the external 
principles of the mind ; 

15. (For the Divine goodness and truth cannot exist 
within thee in conjunction with evil and falsity), lest thou 
shut out from thyself the influx of His goodness and truth, 
and all that is of heaven within thee perish from the 
interiors of thy mind. 

\^Note (verses 14, 15). — The souPs conception of God 
forms the keystone of the religious character, and gives a 
colouring to all else, because it is the ideal after which the 
soul is itself consciously or unconsciously striving ; hence 
the necessity of recognising the self-denying love, the 
desire to serve others at all costs, and the humility dis- 
played in the Lord Jesus Christ as the most Divine 
characteristics; otherwise the soul will wander far from 
heaven by aiming at a wrong standard of perfection, and 
following after a Deity which is only a creature of its own 
imagination.] 
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Verses 16-25. Divine Providence must not be murmur ea 
against^ for all its dealings are constantly directed for 
the good of the soul to lead it to heaven : it only remains 
for the regenerate to carry out the Divine commands, 

16. Ye shall not murmur against the dealings of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom with the soul, as prompted to do 
by evil in temptations. 

17. Ye shall diligently obey the will of -Jehovah God both 
in thine affections, thy thoughts, and thy daily life as far as 
it is revealed to thee. 

18. And thou shalt do that which is right and good in 
the sight of the Lord ; that it may be well with thee, and 
that thou mayest be introduced into and have appropriated 
to thee those heavenly states which are promised by the 
Lord in the Word to those who are in good, 

19. To cast out all the evils and falses from the interiors 
of thy mind, according to the Divine will as perceived by 
the soul. 

20. When the mind shall begin to inquire within itself 
in future states what is the will of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom for the soul (in the things that happen to it), as 
declared by the witness of the Word, its rules of life and 
its decisions when appealed to, 

21. Then shall the internal perception of the mind reply 
to the thought arising in externals, that all that was 
spiritual in the mind was in bondage to the natural prin- 
ciple in an unregenerate state ; and the Lord has brought 
the soul out of an unregenerate state by the omnipotent 
power of His Providence : 

22. And the Lord gave proofs and confirmations to the 
soul in its unregenerate state of an unmistakable character, 
and accompanied by severe temptatiQ\xs yr. ^&kR. ^sja&ssfx-jSs. 
mind and all the affections atvd \)[voM^\s\i^wv^«^si>"^^^^^^^^ 
as was c/eariy perceived by tVie s^\t\\.M2iix»asv\ 
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23. And brought out the soul from its natural unregen- 
erate condition, that He might lead it to interior things, and 
gift it with those heavenly states which are promised in the 
Word to those who are in good. 

24. And all the revelations of the Divine will which are 
given to the soul are to enable it to fear to act against the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, and are entirely for its own 
^ood, that it may be preserved in spiritual life ; as experi- 
ence may convince it. 

25. And this is the whole duty and wisdom of the 
regenerate, to strive to carry out into the life all the will of 
Jehovah God as far as revealed to it. 



CHAPTER VII. 

Verses 1-5. The evils of the soul must be persistently and 
utterly destroyed or they will draw away the soul 
from heaven. — Verses 6-1 1. The regenerate must only 
receive into their souls the truths that flow from the 
Lord*s Divine Humanity^ all else is of no avail 
(John X. 1-16). 

I. 11 THEN the Lord thy God shall bring thee to those 
VV heavenly states to which His Providence is lead- 
ing thee that thou mayest be gifted with them, and has cast 
out many evils from the interiors of thy soul — the false 
religious principles originally in thy mind which beget evil, 
and those derived from hereditary evil; the loves of self 
and the world, and all thine other hereditary evils and the 
falsities derived from them; the love of external things 
without internal, and all the falses thence derived, even evil 
in all its complex, far stronger and more powerful than the 
soul would be in its unaided strength ; \Note. — By the 
nations in Canaan before the advent of the Israelites are 
described, according to the New Church writings, those 
hidden evils which exist hereditarily in depraved human 
nature and must be driven out during regeneration. In 
these writings it is abundantly shown that it is natural to 
every man from hereditary evil to prefer himself to others, 
and desire to be served by, admired, and even worshipped 
by others ; it is also natural to him. to de"5Ax^ -aULN^vR-^^^^is* 
of others, and to take them by ioxc^ ox lx^>\^>&^ >^. ^^n?!^^^=^^ 
done without being found oul •, axvd xJ^-aX ^^'5>^ ^^^ "^ 
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deeply hidden under the apparent rectitude and probity 
which a man has from education, fear of the law, or of 
the loss of reputation ; that still they exist, and if their 
existence is not known, it is simply an evidence of self- 
ignorance. (See A, C, Index.)] 

2. And when they are subjected under thee by the good- 
ness and wisdom of the Lord, thou shalt beat them down 
and deprive them of all life; thou shalt not make any com- 
pact with thom, or give them any harbour in thy soul : 

3. Thou shalt not form any conjunction with them; thine 
affections shall^be kept clear of the false principles derived 
from them ; nor shalt thou take the affections which are 
derived from these evil principles and unite them to thy 
truths. 

4. For they will draw away the principles of action which 
thou hast acquired from the pure service of the Lord, that 
they may worship other things in the first place ; thus wilt 
thou reject from thyself the influx of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom, and thy spiritual life will utterly perish. 

5. But thus shalt thou deal with them: ye shall destroy 
everything that panders to evil within the soul, and all falses 
which put on the appearance of good in externals are to be 
utterly destroyed, and all the worldly wisdom and specious 
arguments which surround them are altogether to be cut 
off, and every appearance of good from self-derived 
intelligence must be destroyed by the genuine and Divine 
love of good derived from the Lord. 

6. For the regenerate must only admit into the soul the 
pure truth proceeding from the Divine Love and Wisdom : 
the Lord desires that they should receive the pure and 
exalted truths proceeding from His Divine Humanity in 
the place of the falsified and perverted appearances of 
truths existing surface-deep only amongst those who are 
merely external. 

^. The Lord has not set His love upon the regenerate 
nor chosen them because they are mote gtOMa^<fc^ va.\)afc"5fc 
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external truths and goods derived from education and 
habit, but because they perceive the utter valuelessness of 
all these seeming goods and truths derived from them- 
selves : 

8. And because their souls are thus open to receive the 
good and truth flowing from the Lord, and can receive the 
promises given in the Word to those who are in good, there- 
fore the Lord has brought them out of their unregenerate 
state by Divine Omnipotence, and delivered them from a 
state of spiritual bondage and from the pawer of the falsi- 
ties which dominate in the natural unregenerate heart, 

9. And has given them a clear perception that the 
Lord Jesus Christ is the only God, the incarnation of the 
Divine Love, whose only desire is to conjoin to Himself 
and to bless all those who will receive the spiritual good 
that flows from Him, and strive to conform their lives to 
His will, with the greatest blessings they can receive to 
eternity. 

10. And those who reject Him close up the interiors of 
their mind and destroy their spiritual life : this destruction 
will most assuredly come to those who reject the Lord^s 
Humanity, and the interiors of their minds will thereby be 
closed to all influx from heaven. 

11. Let the regenerate, therefore, take heed to obey all 
the revelations of His will and all His requirements, and act 
on the principles laid down by Him, and according to the 
perception given in each difficulty as to life, which they 
receive through the Word in a state of illustration, and to 
govern their lives thereby. 

Verses 12-15. The blessedness resulting from following 

the Divine instructions, 

12. And it will certainly happen, if the soul strives t<^ 
learn the will of the Lord,andtok'fc«^\X.^xA\a ^•^LX^\^.^N5^. 
in the life, that the Divine Goodtie^^ax^^^Ss.ei.QrKc^^^'^^^^ 
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and conjoin thee with Himself, and have mercy upon thee 
according to His promises to those wl^o are in good (John 
xiv. 23). 

13. And He will love thee, and bless thee, and abundantly 
store thy mind with wisdom ; He will also bless thee with 
aspirations after good, and the fruition thereof in thine 
inmost heart, and in all the developments of thy natural 
mind, and with goods and truths in external things, and 
with spiritual truth in thine understanding, and with celestial 
love in Thy will, and in the increase of all good affections 
both in external and spiritual things in those heavenly states 
which He has promised in the Word to give to those who 
seek after genuine good from Himself. 

14. There is nothing which can render man so happy 
eventually as these spiritual blessings : by them every- 
thing which is good and useful in the understanding or the 
will or in the external affections is fruitful and increases. 

15. And the Lord will take away from the soul all sick- 
ness, and will permit none of those spiritual diseases which 
come upon the mind which sets its affections upon merely 
external and natural things and which thou hast ex- 
perienced in the unregenerate state, to fall upon thee ; but 
they will come upon those who oppose themselves to 
spiritual truth. 

Verses 16-26. The necessity of utterly destroying evil out 

of the souL 

16. And thou shalt blot out of thy mind all those thoughts 
and principles in the soul which the Divine Love and 
Wisdom shall show thee to be false ; thine understanding 
shall not favour them, neither shalt thou suffer thine 
affections to be drawn away by the arguments in favour of 
the objects of their love and worship, for they will draw 
away the soul from heaven. 

^7' ^f the thought shall arise in. tVie rcvmd iVv^i the 
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liereditary evils of the soul are more powerful than the 
new regenerate will, how can they possibly be driven oiit ? 

1 8. Thou shalt not be afraid of them, but shalt well 
remember what the Divine Love and Wisdom within the 
soul have done upon the false theories arising from the 
domination of the natural principle over the spiritual which 
opposed truth in the soul, and upon all the cupidities and 
appetites originally in the mind in the unregenerate state, 

19. The great temptations by which the falsities in them 
were displayed before the understanding, the confirmations 
of Divine truth, and the manifest operation of Providence 
and of Divine Omnipotence acting in the outer life and 
from interiors, whereby Divine Love and Wisdom brought 
the soul out from that state of spiritual bondage ; so also 
will the Divine Love and Wisdom do upon all those false 
principles derived from hereditary evil which now seem so 
powerful to the spiritual man. 

20. For the Love and Wisdom of the Lord will induce an 
abhorrence of these false principles, until those that remain 
and lurk within the soul are brought to light by truth and 
destroyed. 

21. The soul should not be dismayed at them; for Love 
itself and Wisdom itself are on the side of the regenerate, 
and these are omnipotent and strike terror into the evil and 
the false. 

22. And the Divine Love and Wisdom will drive out the 
hereditary evils of the unregenerate heart by degrees ; they 
cannot be driven out at once, for thereby the lower evil lusts 
would multiply upon the soul. 

23. But the Divine Love and Wisdom will reduce them 
at length under the power of the regenerate will, and 
destroy their power entirely, so that they will no longer 
oppose good. 

24. And he will also put all their false principles under 
the power of the regenerate will, feo iVv^V \!cv.€\\ \cv"^^:xssl'^;^^^ 
no longer remain in the inlenot^ ol \>cv^ \xC\w$s. % '^^'5x^v5^'^>» 
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false doctrine which shall be able to withstand the clear 
perception of truth which will be given to the regenerate 
soul, and which will drive all falsity out of the mind. 

25. All the false theories which are formulated by the 
unregenerate heart shall be consumed by the influx of Divine 
Love into the soul : thou shalt not be enticed by the appear- 
ances of good and truth with which tjieir interior evil is con- 
cealed, nor accept those appearances (which are in reality 
from self-love, A, E, 242, end), lest thou be thereby drawn 
away from heaven ; for the evil and false covered with ap- 
pearances of what is good and true, more than all things 
draw away the soul from Divine Goodness and Wisdom. 

26. Neither shalt thou admit into thy will anything which 
draws away the soul from the Lord, lest the whole man, like 
it, be alienated from heaven ; thou shalt utterly detest it, 
and thou shalt utterly abhor it, for nothing can be more 
cursed than what draws away the soul from the Lord. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

All the operations of Providence are directed to obtain 
eternal happiness for the soul^ and it must be constantly 
borne in mind that all good things come from heaven 
and none from self 

I. ALL that the regenerate perceive to be the Lord's will 
jf\ in every state must be most carefully observed and 
carried out in the life, that they may acquire spiritual life, and 
that what is from heaven in them may be increased, and that 
they may advance towards interior things and possess those 
heavenly states which are promised in the Word to those 
who receive genuine good. 

2. Thou shalt ever bear in mind the dealings of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom in Providence whereby the Lord 
hath led thee through periods of temptation and desolation 
to reduce the obstructions arising from self, and to give 
thee confidence in Him, to show thee the evils of thine own 
heart, and to show thee whether thy will was in conformity 
with Divine order or not. 

3. And He showed thee thine own nothingness, and 
suffered thee to feel the want of spiritual good, and then 
supplied the hunger of the soul with good and truth from 
Himself, which thou perceivest was not of thine own ac- 
quiring, and which thou hadst not experienced in any pre- 
vious state ; that thou mightest clearly perceive that thy 
spiritual life is not fed by the wisdom and gpod ^xA^-^^^^nc^*. 
acquired by thine own exertloivs «\oxv^>'Wv.^si ^^^\s^^csi»w^ 
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the Love and Wisdom proceeding from the Divine Human- 
ity is the soul fed. 

4. Still the truths of the natural man acquired by thine 
own exertions were not injured, nor was the natural mind 
itself impaired in all this period of temptation. 

5. Thou shalt therefore lay it well to heart, that as a 
man chasteneth his son for his good, so hath the Lord with 
Divine Love and Wisdom corrected thee. 

6. Thou shalt therefore above all things endeavour to 
know the will of Jehovah thy God, for it is thy best interest 
to follow His directions, and shalt exceedingly fear to act 
against His will. 

7. For the Divine Love and Wisdom are leading thee 
to a blessed state, a state abounding with pure truths, and 
where the truth concerning natural and spiritual things 
springs out from the Word into the natural mind and into 
the interior soul enlightened from heaven ; 

8. A state in which the natural mind will be well stored 
and endowed with good desires from heaven, both in in- 
terior and exterior things, and the understanding be re- 
cruited with truths both as to spiritual and natural things, 
and with all useful knowledges for the regenerate life; a 
state abounding with pure and holy affections received from 
the Creator, and with all the delights that spring therefrom ; 

9. A state in which the soul will be plentifully recruited 
with good from heaven without scarceness, and in which 
all its spiritual wants will be supplied; a state in which 
sensual truths (/.^. truths based on the evidence of the 
senses) will agree with and confirm the truths of faith pro- 
vided for the natural man, and out of the spiritual things of 
which thou mayest procure good for thy natural life. 

ID. When thou art in the enjoyment of these things, and 

feel all thy spiritual wants supplied, thou shalt bless the 

goodness and wisdom of the Lord for the heavenly state 

of soul which thou hast received from Him. 

II. Beware lest thou forget that ail tVvese ^ood things are 
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received from the Goodness and Wisdom of the Lord, and 
neglect to carry out His will in every thought, word, and 
deed, as it is revealed to thee from the Word, 

12. Lest when thou hast received these good things, and 
feel all thy wants supplied, and hast thereby procured hea- 
venly affections and enjoyed them, 

13. And when all thy powers for good in internal and 
external things are increased, and when thy intelligence 
and wisdom in spiritual things are increased, and all the 
things of heaven within thee are multiplied, 

14. Lest then thine heart be lifted up with pride, and thou 
forget to continually seek the inspiration of the Divine 
Love and Wisdom, which brought thee forth out of thine 
unregenerate condition when thy mind was enslaved by 
evil and falsity ; 

15. Who led thee through those states of temptation in 
which there was a great and terrible void of all spiritual 
sustenance and hope, when the soul was oppressed by evil 
desires, evil deeds, and delusive errors and longings for a 
guidance, but where none was to be found (wilderness of 
the serpent, the flying serpent and the scorpion ; of thirst, 
where there were no waters. A, C, 8568); who brought forth 
the living waters of truth out of the fundamental principle 
of belief and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ as the one only 
God; 

16. Who sustained thee in these states of temptation with 
good from Himself, which was foreign to thine hereditary 
nature, that He might reduce the love of evil within thee, and 
that the evil and good might be separated, and that He 
might gift thee with heavenly affections at the end of thy 
time of probation ; 

17. And thou cherish the thought in thine interior soul 
that thine own powers and the exertions of thine own 
strength have procured these spiritual riches. 

18. But thou shalt ever haveptescTvt'Vi^lQt^'CciR.^^^^^"^'^ 
God (the Lord Jesus Christ) t it \s ^^ ^Ccv^x. i^N^^^.^'^^'^^ 
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power to acc^uire spiritual riches, that He may carry out His 
gracious designs for those who will receive good from Him- 
self, as thou hast already experienced in the state to which 
the soul has now advanced. 

19. And it will certainly come to pass that if thou forget 
the precepts of Divine Love and Wisdom, and follow after 
falsities proceeding from thine own evil heart, and obey 
them, and worship them as true, the Divine Word now 
plainly warns thee that in this case thy spiritual life will 
perish. 

20. As those evils which the metcy of the Lord has driven 
out from the interiors of the soul, so will ye yourselves be 
driven out from heaven, because ye would not attend to carry 
out in the life the laws of heavenly order proceeding from 
Divine Love and Wisdom (whereby alone ye could be pre- 
pared for heaven). 



CHAPTER IX. 

Verses i-6. There is no righteousness naturally in the souL 
— Verses 7-29. The dualism in the mind between what 
is spiritual and what is natural^ and the stubborn 
rejection of all good by the latter. 

I. T_T EARKEN, thou who desirest to live for heaven: 
jLJL Thou art iv)w to advance from external to internal 
things, the new regenerate will within thee is to occupy the 
place of evils far greater and more powerful than its own 
unaided strength would be, and fallacies in the soul pro- 
ceeding from deep ingrained evils, and barred up to pre- 
vent the entrance of good into the mind, 

2. False persuasions and evil desires of great power and 
deeply rooted in the mind, proceeding from self-love, and 
of which thou hast perceived how wellnigh impossible it is 
to resist the delights and the ideas which proceed from the 
love of self. 

3. Let the soul, therefore, now fully realize that the Lord 
Jesus Christ has Himself gone before thee through the 
regeneration ; the love of good which proceeds from Him 
will destroy those principles of evil, and drive them forth 
from the interiors of the soul ; thou shalt, therefore, thyself 
be diligent to co-operate and to drive them out completely, 
"^nd to destroy them, as thou hast received commandment 
from the Lord. 

4. Let not the thought be cherished in 0\^ \smn.^ "jSxrx 
that these evils have been cas\. owX. ixwsx •Ck^ '&iciNiS.^s^,'^^^^ 
"Divine Goodness and "Wisdom, XYvaX iox 2cwj vc^^t^'^^^'CS^ - 
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eousness in thyself the Lord hath put them under the 
regenerate will ; but because the Lord knows the ruin 
these evils would work in the soul, therefore out of pure 
mercy He desires to drive them out from thy soul. 

5. Not for any merit of thine, nor for any integrity in 
thine own heart, art thou introduced into the heavenly 
states which come from their destruction ; but because of 
the horrible wickedness of these evils the Divine Love and 
Wisdom drive them out from the interiors of thy soul that 
He may have compassion upon thee, as promised in the 
Word to all who receive good from Him, whether in the 
celestial, spiritual, or natural degree of the mind. (See 
note, chap. i. verse 8.) 

6. Lay it well to heart, therefore, that the Divine Goodness 
and Wisdom give thee these heavenly states to possess 
them, not for any merit of thine, for the heart of man is 
naturally averse to all good. 

7. IF Remember and forget not how thou hast turned away 
from the precepts of Divine Love and Wisdom in tempta- 
tions ; from the day when thou wast first brought out of a 
natural unregenerate condition, even until the present con- 
dition of the mind, the soul has ever been averse to receive 
what proceeds from the Lord. 

8. Also when instructed in Divine truth it still turned 
away from its influence, so that the Divine influx was well- 
nigh rejected, and the spiritual life thereby destroyed. 

9. For when the interiors of the soul were elevated to a 
state of love to receive interior truths, truths the keeping of 
which would conjoin the soul more closely to the Lord, in 
that state the interiors of the soul were kept by the Lord 
under the influence of love to Him, whilst a full state of 
temptation, both as to the will and the understanding, was 
experienced, in which the soul seemed to be without any 
sustaining good and truth. 

la Ana the Lord then revealed to the interior perception 
iJbe m?til that the Divine Word is essexvW^VX^Vmv^ vt>a5Qcv 
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proceeding from Himself to conjoin mankind to heaven, 
and contains an internal sense relating to spiritual things 
agreeing with the external, being evidently the work of the 
Lord by Divine truth ; and in them were seen all the 
necessary instructions for the soul (and that they must be 
carried out in the life), according to the former perception 
of the necessity of carrying out the commandments or the 
Lord, which the soul had when raised to an interior state, 
and it was perceived by all its faculties that the command- 
ments proceed from the Divine Love, and that the keeping 
of them is absolutely necessary for the welfare of the soul. 

11. And thus it came to pass after a full state of initiation 
and temptation, both as to the affections and thoughts, that 
the Lord delivered to the interior perceptions of the soul a 
knowledge of the internal sense of the Word in the external 
relating to regeneration, and intended to unite the soul with 
heaven (A, C, 10,451-53). 

12. And it is then perceived from heaven that these inte- 
rior perceptions must be exalted in the soul, and that it is 
imperative that they should reform the outer practical life ; 
for the natural principle which has been brought forth by 
the reception of truth from the Word out of its unregenerate 
condition corrupts the Divine truth, and perpetually turns 
aside from the path pointed out by the perception of the 
Divine will when in an'interior state : it loves what proceeds 
from its own evil heart. 

13. And a clear perception is given to the higher faculties 
of the soul of the quality of its hereditary nature, and it is 
seen to be absolutely averse to all good and truth : 

14. It is hopeless to intercede for the hereditary will, for 
it is absolutely against heaven ; it is necessary that its old 
qualities should be blotted out from the interiors of the 
mind, and the Lord will make, in the higher perceptions of 
the soul given from Himself, a new regenerate will far more 
powerful for good and more eririchedm\.V^\.T>\^^'*^^»».SisNRk 
old depraved will 
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15. And the state of the soul is then inverted and brought 
down to practical life from its elevated perceptions of Divine 
truth, in which it was imbued with the spirit of love to the 
Lord in its interiors ; and the will of the Lord was made 
known to it from the internal sense of the Word agreeing 
with the external now revealed to it, and containing instruc- 
tions intended to bring the soul into conformity with the 
laws of heaven. 

16. And from this state examination is made into the 
exterior principles of the mind, and behold, they are seen 
to be averse to all the goodness and wisdom which flows 
from heaven, and worship what favours their own depraved 
natural affections, and perpetually turn aside from the 
Lord's will as revealed to the soul. 

17. Thus there is no agreement between the perception 
of what is good and true given to the spiritual man, and the 
things loved by the natural man ; the perverted state of the 
latter deprives the spiritual mind of the power to will good 
and understand truth, and this rupture between heaven 
and the outer life is made evident even to the natural man 
himself. 

18. And this brings deep sorrow and humiliation upon 
the higher faculties of the soul, which desire to receive the 
life of heaven, and, as in former temptations, a struggle for 
the mastery ensues between the spiritual and natural desires 
and perceptions : the spiritual mind can receive neither 
good affections nor truths from the Lord because of the evils 
committed by the natural man in turning away from the 
perception which is given of the Divine will, and thereby 
rejecting all the influence which proceeds from heaven. 

19. For a terrible fear comes upon the spiritual man lest 
by contempt and rejection by the natural mind of the things 
of heaven and the Church, the soul should be cut off from 
the Lord, and its spiritual life destroyed. But in these 
temptations the Lord helps and fights for the spiritual man. 

^o. And in that state the externals of tiv^ CVvurcK and of 
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worship {A. C. 10,397), separate from the internal principle, 
are averse to the good ana truth which comes from heaven ; 
and the interior faculties strive to bring external religious 
principle into conformity with the order of heaven. 

21. And the spiritual man searches out what is evil in 
the loves and worship of the external man which separates 
the soul from heaven, a resemblance of good in external 
form onlv, proceeding from man's own evil heart, and finds 
it to be defiled with self-love ; and that its good and truths 
are profaned by being applied to evil loves till they are 
utterly destroyed^ and that the falses which proceed from 
infernal delights are mixed with the truths which flow from 
heaven {A. C, 9391). 

22. And by complaints arising from evil desires (Numb, 
xi. 1-3), and by distrust in the Lord, even to despairing of 
His help, and thereby almost giving up in temptations, and 
by distaste for the simple perception of good flowing ifrom 
heaven, and craving for external delights, the natural man 
ever rejects the good influences which flow in from the 
Lord. 

23. And also when the Lord gives the soul a perception 
of heavenly blessedness and the way to attain it, and invites 
the man to acciuire the happiness prepared for it, the natural 
man is unwilling to follow this dictate of the Divine Love 
and Wisdom, and does not believe in the blessedness in the 
heavenly life, and refuses to listen to the internal dictate by 
striving after it. 

24. The natural man has ever turned away from and 
rejected the influences of Divine Love and Wisdom from 
the day that regeneration first commenced in the soul. 

25. Thus, again, the spiritual man was brought into a 
state of deep humiliation before the Lord by temptations 
both as to the affections and the understanding of truth, as 
on the former occasions; because it feared that the aoal 
would be cut off from all co\\\vxTvcX\OTi '^NjCcw \vft»N^:^ "^^^ 
apintual life, 
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26. And besought the Lord, saying, O Jehovah God, 
let not the perceptions of truth and the aspirations after 
good with which Thou hast gifted the soul by Thy great love 
for mankind perish, which Thou hast brought from under 
the dominion of the natural unregenerate heart by the 
omnipotence of Thy Providence. 

27. Have mercy upon the regenerate principles of the 
soul that desires to serve Thee — its new desire to act from 
love to the Lord, its love of truth and desire to carry the 
same out in the life ; look not to the stubbornness of the 
unregenerate heart, nor to its love of evil and absolute 
departure from the life of heaven, 

28. Lest the natural mind should despair and the thought 
should arise therein that the soul cannot be brought to those 
blessed states which are promised in the Word to those who 
are regenerate, and that the Lord is against or does not care 
for the regenerate ; and that if the dictates of the Word to 
the spiritual man are followed, the happiness of the whole 
man will be destroyed by his being brought to a miserable 
condition without any delight. 

29. Yet these dictates to the spiritual man and desires 
of the new regenerate will are planted in the soul by the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, and have been brought forth 
and developed by the Lord out of a merely natural condi* 
tion of the mind by His Divine power and by the omni- 
poient workings of His Providence. 



CHAPTER X. 

Verses 1-5. That a new regenerate will is required in the 
natural mind, — Verses 6, 7. Progression in the reli- 
gious opinions, — Verses 8- 1 1 . The faculty for receiving 
good in the new will entirely from heaven, — Verses 12, 
13. The whole duty of man is to keep the command- 
ments, — Verses 14-22. The desire of the Lord to save 
all as far as possible, 

I. A|^^ '^'^ t^^* state perception is given to the spiritual 
/\ faculties of the soul from the Lord, that the soul 
must, as it were from itself, prepare the heart to learn and 
carry out the truths of the Word which would conjoin it to 
the Lord, as perceived in the former state, and that the 
higher faculties must ascend into a state of love to the 
Lord, and seek help from Him, and thus acquire in the 
inmost soul a new regenerate will for good, receptive of 
genuine truth from the Lord. 

2. The Lord will then co-operate with these endeavours 
to acquire the laws of order and of heaven, and write upon 
the heart all those truths of which the soul has had percep- 
tion, but which have been dissipated by non-reception by 
the natural man, and they shall thus be stored up in the 
new regenerate will, 

3. And thus the soul acquires a new regenerate will from 
the good of the Lord's Divine Humanity (that is, from the 
character of God as revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ), and 
endeavours to prepare the heart to tewN^ X^W^^ xxoSfes* 
"ffhich would conjoin the sou\ to t\ve\-ox^,^c.c«t^vw^^-^'^^ 
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former perception of His will, and the higher faculties rise 
into a state of love to the Lord, and seek His aid whilst 
endeavouring to carry out His laws in all the actions of 
life. {Note. — It is said the new regenerate will is acquired 
from the good of the Lord's Divine Humanity ; that is, 
from the Lord Jesus Christ, because, apart from Divine 
good as revealed in His character, the human mind is 
incapable of forming any true idea of what real good is, 
and of course of acquiring any new will derived from 
good.] 

4. And the Lord impresses upon the heart thus prepared 
to receive them the truths necessary to salvation from the 
Divine Word, according to the first perception, even all 
that it is necessary for the soul to do, as far as it can 
receive it, which had been made manifest to the soul when 
raised to a state of good proceeding from the Divine Love, 
when the absolute necessity of carrying out the laws of 
Divine order in the whole life was revealed to every faculty 
of the mind ; and the Lord so impressed the internal man 
with these truths that they seemed to be his own. 

5. And the internal man then turned from this state ot 
perception to regulate the external life, and stored up the 
truths received from heaven in the new regenerate will, 
where they remain to regulate the life, as commanded from 
the Lord. 

6. IT And the soul proceeds in the work of regeneration 
from this state to a new one derived from the Lord's 
Human Essence ; in which its old religious doctrines and 
worship are changed, and become less external, and others 
more suitable to the new state, in which the life is con- 
sidered of more importance than doctrine, are adopted in 
their stead. [Note. — Aaron died on Mount Hor, on the 
borders of the land of £dom (Numb. xx. 22-29). Edom 
represents the Human Essence of the Lord. (See A, C. 
Index.)J 

Z' And thus the soul is brought by succ^ss^we sx^^es to 
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a state in which it is abundantly supplied with wisdom and 
intelligence from the pure truths of the Word. 

8. IT And in that state it is revealed to the soul by the Lord 
that all its salvation is from the love apd mercy of the 
Lord and conjunction with Him (Levi) ; it is this alone 
which supports the new regenerate will by which the soul 
is united to heaven ; it is this which leads the soul to seek 
the presence of the Lord and to carry out His will, and 
gifts it with heavenly blessings by conforming it to the 
Divine Likeness (or the Lord Jesus Christ) in every state. 

9. And it is seen that this good is not at all from the 
man himself, or inherent in his faculties ; but is from the 
Lord alone, and proceeds from His Divine Goodness and 
Wisdom as is written in the Word. 

10. And the higher faculties of the soul are kept in an 
exalted state of love to the Lord as in former temptations 
till these things are fully impressed upon both the will and 
the understanding by struggles against the opposing evils 
and falsities ; and thus communication is opened with the 
Divine principle again, so that the spiritual life of the soul 
is preserved from destruction. 

11. And the spiritual faculties of the soul perceive from 
the Lord that they must strive after the highest good and 
virtue they can attain unto, and lead after them all the 
faculties of the soul that they may become more interior 
(or perfect), and thus be gifted with those heavenly affec- 
tions which are promised by the Lord to those who are in 
good from Himself. 

12. IF And now, O regenerating soul, what doth the Lord 
thy God require of thee, but to fear to act against the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, and to regulate thy life by these 
Divine principles, and to love them above all things, and to 
serve the Lord thy God (the Lord Jesus Christ) with all thy 
will and with all thine understanding ? 

13. To do everything which the somI ^«t^€vq^'9kSx^xj&^*^^ 
Lord to be right both in wiW and d^^d> iw NX \^ 'sRss^ ^^ 
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this state that to follow this perception is the soul's truest 
good. 

14. IT Behold the spiritual man and all the holy affections 
of good and truth within thee, and all the highest aspira- 
tions after real good and happiness thou hast ever con- 
ceived of, are derived from the Love and Wisdom flowing 
from the Humanity of the Lord ; and the natural mind also 
and all its faculties receptive of anything really good. 

15. And out of pure mercy the Lord has a delight in/ 
what is receptive of good affections from Himself to enable 
Him to bless all, and selects those principles which are 
derived therefrom, even those which are received into the 
soul by regeneration to be His peculiar care, as in the pre- 
sent state. 

16. Let those who are regenerating, therefore, purify 
their wills from all evil, and no more reject the holy in- 
fluences from heaven. 

17. For the Lord Jesus Christ, or Jehovah, whom 
ye seek to follow, is the very spring and fountain of all 
truth (Elohe, Elohim), and the spring and fountain of all 
good ; the Divine Omnipotent One, from whom is all 
power, before whose presence what is evil cannot stand, 
which looketh not at externals nor to the outward actions 
of men, nor canst thou please Him with any external wor- 
ship which is not of the heart : 

18. In His mercy He doth lead those who are in good 
and desire truth to find it, and by truth leads those who 
earnestly seek them to good and holy affections ; he loves 
those who are willing to be instructed in heavenly things, 
and recruits them with the spiritual nourishment of good 
affections, and clothes them with suitable truths. 

19. Cherish, therefore, all those faculties in the soul 
which sincerely desire instruction in heavenly things ; for 
t>y means of these what is spiritual within thee was brought 
out of the mental slavery of^the unregenerate state. 

^o. Thou shalt reverence and exceedm^Vj feat to offend 
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against the goodness and wisdom proceeding from the 
Lord's Humanity ; these are to be the chief object of thy 
worship which thou shalt serve and adhere to in every 
thought, will, and deed, and regard as the test and criterion 
by which to judge of all things. 

21. These are what give thee true worth of character, 
these are worthy of reverence and worship, these have 
given thee all that thou hast of good, and made thee abomi- 
nate thine evil propensities, as has been made evident to 
thine understanding. 

22. The goods of innocence and childhood with thee 
were insinuated by the Lord amongst the knowledges and 
doctrinals existing in the mind in the unregenerate state 
as far as was possible ; and now the Divine Goodness and 
Wisdom of the Lord have by them completely replenished 
the mind with internal truths and knowledges of faith. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Verses 1-9. A greater obligation is imposed upon those 
regenerating than upon others to obey the Divine com- 
mafids, because they have been able more clearly to per- 
ceive the operations of Providence, — ^Verses 10-12. 
The difference between a persuasive and a rational 
faith, — Verses 13-17. True rational understanding 
given to those who carry out the Divine will, — Verses 
18-21. The Divine will must therefore be stamped 
upon the whole life, — Verses 22-25. The regenerate 
will then be endowed with all things, — Verses 26-32. 
A blessing and a curse thus set before the soul accord- 
ing as the Divine commands are obeyed or rejected. 

I. nPHOU shalt therefore love the Divine Goodness 
JL and Wisdom as revealed to thee in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, and shalt keep all those things which are 
ordained by Him in the Word, the principles of action 
laid down by Him, His decisions in every difficulty, and 
His commandments for the life at all times and in all 
states. 

2 . And let the soul now clearly perceive and trust in the 
Divine will of the Lord ; for a greater obligation is imposed 
upon it than upon those who are in externals and have 
no perception of the Divine will, and are ignorant of the 
dealings of the Divine Love and Wisdom in correcting the 
soul, the omnipotent power of His goodness and the pro- 
found wisdom of His acts, and their influence in Providence 
over all things for the good of the soul, 
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3. The wonderful way in which He has confirmed truth 
to the soul, and His operations by temptations upon the 
interiors of the natural unregenerate mind, upon the falsities 
arising from self-derived intelligence, and upon all the 
cupidities agreeing therewith, 

4. And how He broke the power of the natural unre- 
generate principle, which loves the life of the world more 
than the life of neaven in the soul, with the false reasonings 
and doctrines thence derived ; how He permitted the waters 
of temptation and affliction to surrouna the soul, by which 
the emptiness of these things was made apparent, and by 
which they were overwhelmed as they attempted to prevent 
the deliverance of spiritual faculties of the soul ; and how 
the Divine goodness has destroyed them out of the soul, as 
in the present state ; 

5. And how He has led you through all the defects of 
good and truth that have arisen, till ye have been brought 
to the present state ; 

6. And what He did upon the false doctrines which are 
derived in long series from perverted religious faith, which 
place doctrines or ceremonial in the place of a life of true 
charity and duty ; how the common perception of truth, 
such as exists even with those who are out of the Church, 
helped the soul by showing the fallacy of these notions and 
swallowing up those false doctrines, with their appearances 
of truth and worship from good, together with all the 
apparent religious feelings and intelligence derived from 
them, out of the midst of the spiritual mind. (See A. E, 764, 
765.) \Noie, — The arguments even of those who reject 
revelation and who reason from nature only, assist the 
development of a real perception of truth in the soul by 
clearing the mind from the falsities of a blind persuasive 
faith ; that is to say, of a persuasion that any dogma is to be 
believed unaccompanied by any internal and rational per- 
ception of its truth, and that such blii\db^Vvtl\XN.'axc^^^''iJS5a. 

can save without a well-spet\XY\fc.'\ 
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7. But the marvellous operations of the Divine Pro- 
vidence in these things have been made clearly manifest to 
the perceptions of the soul. 

8. Therefore shall ye be extremely careful to follow the 
dictates of the Lord, which are now perceived to be His 
will, from the Word, that the soul may be iortified by the 
Divine presence, and progress towards internal things, and 
possess those heavenly thoughts and affections, to possess 
which should be the main object and aim of the regener- 
ating soul ; 

9. And that the states through which the soul passes 
may be complete and filled with good, and thus it may 
inherit in the next world those heavenly blessings which 
the Lord has promised to those who are in good and in 
truths derived from good, states full of the good of spiritual 
truth and of the eternal felicity thence derived. 

10. IT For the interior states of the mind with which 
the Lord will gift thee, are not as those external states 
of religion existing in the natural mind and the memory 
only, from which thou hast been brought out; in which 
thou wast instructed in doctrinals formulated in the 
natural mind and supported by arguments derived from 
the natural principle, as the sciences of worldly knowledges 
are studied : 

11. But the state to which the Lord is leading the soul to 
gift it with, is a state of mutual love and the truths agreeing 
therewith, and receives pure truths from the Lord direct 
by influx from heaven: 

12. A state which is more immediately receptive of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom; and which has ever a clear per- 
ception of truth and genuine wisdom by influx from the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, in all the- alternating states of 
spiritual life. 

\Note (verses 10-12). — There is a great difference between 

hereditary faith, or faith derived from instruction in child- 

Aood, and that derived from a rational perception of truth. 
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In the one case the mind simply receives what is taught in 
the memory, which may be true or may be false ; in the 
other it receives what is true and rejects what is false from 
an inward standard and perception of what is true or false. 
In the following verses this perception is promised to those 
who from the heart endeavour to carry out the Lord's will. 
(See also John vii. 17.)] 

13. IT And it shall come to pass that if the soul will dili- 
gently hearken to and carry out all the perceptions of the 
Lord's will which it has in this state, to love the Divine Love 
and Wisdom revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ (the Lord's 
Divine Humanity is the God of the New Church), and to 
resign to Him the whole will and understanding, 

14. That the Lord will replenish thy soul with influx from 
heaven to supply all its needs, both for thy spiritual states 
and for thy natural states, that thou mayest be abundantly 
furnished with every kind of good in the external man,'?and 
with spiritual truth and with celestial good. 

15. And the Lord will provide spiritual nourishment for 
all the affections of the natural mind in thy soul, that they 
may be incorporated in thy new spiritual nature, and that 
thou mayest be satisfied with good. 

16. Take heed to yourselves that your heart be not 
deceived, and ye turn aside and serve falses, which favour 
the evil loves of the unregenerate heart, and love them 
supremely, 

17. And become averse to the good and truth proceeding 
from the Lord's Divine Humanity (the Lord Jesus Christ); 
and thus the internal man or the entrance to heaven within 
you become closed, and there be no influx from thence; 
and that thus the soul will bring forth no good fruit, and ye 
will quickly lose all the life of heaven within you, which 
proceeds solely from the Divine Humanity implanted in you. 
(John XV. 5, 6.) 

18. IT Therefore shalt thou lay up the D\M>xsR.^^\$ss.^'<ic^^ 
revelations of the Divine \vlV\/m^iK\Tve\v^"awX^.^^x^.^^^^^'^'^^^ 
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permeate thine understanding; thou shalt stamp their 
impress upon every act of thy new regenerate will, and they 
shall be the ruling centre of thine understanding. 

19. And thou shalt impress them upon all the derivative 
principles of the mind, meditating on them when thou art 
retired into the inmost recesses of thy will, and when thy 
intentions go forth into thoughts and deeds, and they shall 
be present with thee when thy mind is engaged in worldly 
business (and thy soul is, as it were, asleep), and when thou 
art elevated by the Lord towards more interior things. 

20. And thou shalt write them upon the entrance to thine 
inmost will, that they may regulate the things admitted into 
and proceeding from the mind, and all thy communications 
with the outer world. 

21. That all your varying states maybe filled with the 
life that proceeds from obeying the truths of the Lord, and all 
thy thoughts thence derived, in that perfected state of life 
which the Lord has promised to those who will attain good 
by following Him in the regeneration, and that thus your 
lite even upon earth may become like the life of heaven. 

22. IT For if ye will diligently attend to all the perceptions 
which are given you of the Lord's will by the Word to carry 
them out in the life, to love above all things the goodness 
and wisdom proceeding from the Lord's Divine Humanity, 
to form thy life in all respects according to the pattern set 
by Him, and thus to become conjoined with Him, 

23. Then will the Lord drive out the evils of the soul now 
made manifest from the interiors of the heart, and ye shall 
acquire faculties more receptive of good than those which 
the natural man imagines would be derived from self-intelli- 
gence. 

24. Every state to which ye shall be conducted in your 
natural life shall become subservient to the life of heaven 
within you ; from those states of desolation in which a total 
want of all spiritual nourishment and comfort is felt, and 

those in which the truths of faith were implanted, from those 
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states of wisdom formed by the influx of things spiritual into 
things rational, and things rational into things natural 
(-4. E, 569), even to the whole of the knowledges and 
scientifics of the memory, shall be made use of in forming 
the new regenerate character. 

25. No falsity shall be able to bar the progress of the 
mind towards intelligence for the Divine Love and Wisdom 
will inspire the goods and truths proceeding from Himself 
within you with convincing power in all the varying states 
to which ye shall be brought in this natural world, according 
to his promises in the Word. 

26. IT See clearly, then, that the Word in this state sets 
before the soul a blessing and a curse — 

27. A blessing if ye obey and carry out the dictates of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom which are now most clearly 
manifested to the soul, 

28. And a curse if ye will not obey the dictates of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, but turn aside from the course 
so plainly pointed out in this state from the Word to be the 
right one, and place other things than the Lord and His 
kingdom in the supreme place against the perception thus 
given you. 

29. And it shall come to pass when the Divine Love and 
Wisdom have brought thee to the heavenly state which the 
Lord designs to give thee as thine own, that thou shalt 
plainly put before the mind and keep in remembrance that 
happiness proceeds from love to the Lord and keeping His 
commandments, and that misery proceeds from the love of 
self and rejection of the Lord. 

30. These things are clearly perceived by those who are 
within the Lord's kingdom, when the love of self begins 
to be subdued and moderated in the soul, as is the case 
with those who begin to act from the spiritual motives 
which have place in the soul when it has entered the Ls^x.^'^ 
kingdom, and into the first s\.aX^^ cA ^^x^^^'vnss^ "^je^s^s:.^ 
derived. 
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31. For ye are now to be introduced into the heavenly 
kingdom of the Lord, and to possess all those blessed states 
which proceed from carrying out the dictates of the Divine 
Love and Wisdom, and they shall be yours as if from your- 
selves, and ye shall be ever in them. 

32. And ye shall then observe and do all the things which 
are perceived to be necessary by internal dictate from the 
revelations given in every state from the Word, both in 
spiritual and in natural things. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Verses 1-16. On the rejection of evil and appropriation of 
good; the Lord^s Divine Humanity is the test of all 
real good. — Verses 17-19. The genuine good from the 
Lord is not to be attributed to self — ^Verses 20-28. 
Good may be acquired by self effort^ but must be kept 
distinct from that flowing from the Lord. — Verses 
29-32. A caution against being again enticed by evil 
loves. 

I. 'T^HESE are the rules by which ye shall regulate your 
X conduct both as to general principles and in par- 
ticular cases when introduced into those heavenly states 
which the Lord by His Love and Wisdom (from whom pro- 
ceeds all that is good in the soul) will cause to become thine 
in every state through which ye are conducted during your 
life in the natural world, 

2. Ye shall utterly destroy every state of affection and 
thought in the soul, which has been a means for the evils 
of the unregenerate heart now dispossessed from the govern- 
ment of the soul, to cause the soul to love supremely what is 
evil and false, states in which self-love and worldly loves 
and the allurements of the senses predominated. 

3. Ye shall overthrow the affections of these evil loves, 
and break down the falses which support them, and the 
intelligence derived from them which is defiled with self- 
love shall be consumed by zeal for heaven, and shall h^ 
rejected ; and ye shall extirpate tVifc «ivKv\i\aX^^ •j^-^^-^x-s^s:.^ 
of good in externals derived itom s^l^ >«V\q^ Varcoas.^ "^^^ 
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supreme worship of the soul in those states^ and completely 
remove the quality of them from the mind. 

4. Ye shall be extremely careful lest anything should be 
rejected from the soul which proceeds from the Divine Love 
and Wisdom. 

5. But ye shall cherish those states which ye shall per- 
ceive to be filled with the influence of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom operating upon the powers of the soul, namely, 
those proceeding from the Divine Humanity, which is the 
temple of the Lord : ye shall seek these states, and bring 
the whole man into conformity with them. 

6. And to these states proceeding from the Lord*s Divine 
Humanity shall ye ascribe all the goods of love and the 
truths of faith thence derived within you, and all the 
remains of the holy states which ye have acquired in temp- 
tations ; and all your efforts which are vivified by the 
Divine influx, your sacred desires, and your worship from 
freedom or genuine love, and all the means of regenera- 
tion given from the Lord for the internal and external 
man. [Note, — For the signification of remains^ see A, C 
Index.] 

7. And then shall the Goodness and Wisdom proceeding 
from the Lord's Divine Humanity be appropriated to the 
soul, and all its powers shall be exercised for good with 
joy, both the interior will and all the faculties with which 
the soul has been gifted by the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

8. Ye shall not then think and act as heretofore in the 
external unregenerate state of the mind in which the under- 
standing acted from natural light alone; 

9. For the soul has not as yet come to the heavenly state, 
and to those interior faculties and perceptions with which 
it will be gifted by the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

10. But when ye enter into this interior state, and the 
soul is imbued with those heavenly feelings and faculties 
with which it will be endowed by the Divine Love and 
Wisdom, and the Lord gives you victory ONtx \.Vv^ es\V^ "axv^i 
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falses which have formerly infested you, so that you are 
relieved from the inroads of evil spirits into the soul, 

11. Then the Goodness and Wisdom of the Lord will 
plant the qualities that flow from His Divine Humanity in 
the interiors of the soul, and this shall be the standard to 
which thou shalt endeavour to conform the whole soul as 
ye shall receive perception from Him, your affections and 
the truths thence derived, the remains of good and truth 
preserved in the internal man after temptations, and all 
the efforts of the mind vivified by influx from the Lord, 
and all the sacred desires and aspirations after holiness 
which ye receive from heaven : 

1 2. And the soul shall be filled with happiness from the 
influx of the Divine Love and Wisdom, both the interior 
will and the truths and affections thence derived, and the 
subservient goods and truths in the natural principle, and 
the desire after genuine good which is in the external mind, 
forasmuch as these are not derived in any way from the 
man himself. 

13. Take heed to thyself in thy worship that thou ascribe 
not to the Lord the affections derived from any doctrines or 
principles which thou shalt perceive to be in the natural 
mind without discrimination. 

14. But in that religious state, and from those doctrines 
which the Lord Himself shall show thee to be right amongst 
the faculties of the mind, and which are derived from Him- 
self as revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ, by these shalt 
thou worship the Lord, and ascribe to Him the affection 
derived from them, and in this shalt thou be able to know 
and carry out His will. 

15. Notwithstanding, thou mayest select, prepare, and 
appropriate any good thing from the memory and the 
natural mind, and adjoin it to thy character, even whatever 
is agreeable to the natural desires, accordvxv^ ICk n!w^ -jSi^^a:^- 
dant stores of natural good "wYAcYv \i\\fe X^ymyc^^ \j2kN^ ^^^k 
Wisdom have given thee ; botVv xYv^ l^iCciNxJv^'s* ^^ "^^ xsjcssn.^ 
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which are given to the soul by regeneration, and those 
which are simply natural may appropriate good from this 
source, according to the natural affection of truth and good. 

1 6. Only ye shall not confound these things with the 
truths derived from the Divine Humanity of the Lord, 
which ye shall receive into the soul as coming direct by 
influx from heaven. 

{Note (verses 13-16). — A distinction seems to be made 
here between the essentials and those things which are not 
essential in worship. All that proceeds from the one only 
God as revealed in the person and character of the Lord 
Jesus Christ is to be sacred and inviolate, and all other 
things are to be considered as comparatively unessential.] 

1 7. IF Thou mayest not appropriate from the memory as 
belonging to thyself the remains of good and truth stored 
in the soul by the Lord, either natural, spiritual, or celestial ; 
nor consider that any of the truths of faith or goods thence 
derived, nor any genuine aspiration after holiness which 
thou hast, or worship from genuine affection, or any holy 
effort after good vivified by influx from heaven, comes from 
thyself : 

18. But thou shalt acknowledge that they come from the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, and flow into the soul which 
will receive them into its interiors by influx from the Divine 
Humanity of the Lord, both into the interior will and into 
the truths and goods formed by its means, and into the 
subservient natural goods and truths, and into the desires 
which thou hast after genuine good which conjoin the soul 
to heaven ; and thus the whole soul will be filled with joy 
fiom the Divine Love and Wisdom in all its efforts and 

progress. 

19. Take heed to thyself that thou forsake not the desires 
^fter genuine good which thou hast, and which are from 
rjgg, in^all thy states of life in the world. 

the Lord shall cause good and truth in the ex- 
increase^ as He hath prom\s^^X\v^^,^\\^\\ia>\ 
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shalt think within thyself, I will acquire a new will proprium 
that is good, because thy soul longeth to do what is good, 
as it were from thyself, thou mayest then acquire a pro- 
prium (or feeling as if thy life came from thyself) in any 
way that is pleasing to the natural affections. 

21. If the holy state in which the Divine Love and 
Wisdom are manifestly perceived to flow into the soul 
from the Divine Humanity alone, be far removed from the 
state of the soul, then thou mayest prepare from the goods 
and truths of the natural mind which the Lord hath given 
thee such things as are in accordance with thy perception 
of His will, and sustain the external life of the soul with 
such things as are suitable to its state in the natural mind. 

22. According to the natural affection of good and truth 
so are these things appropriated \ both the regenerate and 
the purely natural principles of the mind are alike nourished 
by them. 

1% But it is of the greatest importance that the truth of 
the Lord should not be confounded with these things ; for 
the truths received from the Lord are the very life of the 
soul, and thou mayest not confound the holy truths that flow 
from the Lord with the things that belong to the natural 
proprium. 

24. Thou shalt not think to acquire these holy truths 
from thyself; thou shalt receive them into the natural mind 
as coming direct by influx from heaven. 

25. Thou shalt not attempt to acquire truth from thyself 
in spiritual things (which is from the Lord alone) ; that it 
may go well with thee in thy spiritual life, and with all the 
thoughts and affections begotten in the soul, when thou 
shalt follow out the perception that is given thee of the 
Lord's will. 

26. Only be sure that all the things that are truly Divine 
within thee, and all thy aspirations after holiness^ tKaii 
shalt take and ascribe to t\ve \T\^v\'it c>i 'C'cv^ 'Sjot^'^ \S\vC>sx'^ 
Spirit within thee. 
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27. And thou shalt dedicate all the worship of thy heart 
to the Lord, both from the affections and from the under- 
standing, and ascribe it to the celestial principle of love 
received from the influx of the Divine Love and Wisdom ; 
thou shalt acknowledge that all the holy truths of thy 
worship come from the Divine Love and Wisdom, and 
shalt then receive in the natural mind a new proprium for 
good vivified from those truths, 

28. Observe and attend to all the perceptions that are 
given thee of the Divine will, that it may go well with thy 
soul, and with all the affections and thoughts begotten in 
it to eternity, when thou doest what is good and right 
according to the perception given thee from the Divine 
Love and Wisdom. 

\Note (verses 20-28). — With regard to the proprium, see 
Proprium in the Index of the A, C, and the passages 
referred to. It is there shown how what is of the Lord in 
the soul must be kept separate from what is of self; but 
that it is right to endeavour to do good as if from one's self, 
but acknowledging all the good, nevertheless, to be from the 
Lord. When this is done the soul is gifted with a new will- 
principle or life, as it were from itself, but which is vivified 
from the Divine life.] 

29. IF When the operations of the Divine Love and Wisdom 
shall cut off from the soul all the evils of the unregenerate 
heart, in the new states of life to which thou shalt be brought 
to possess them as thine own, and the new regenerate will 
shall succeed them and occupy the mind in their place, 

30. Take heed to thyself that thou be not snared by 
being again enticed by those evil loves, after that they 
have been driven out from the soul; and that thou seek 
not after the thoughts and doctrines which favour them, 
endeavouring to find how far those evil loves can be fol- 
lowed and worshipped with the sanction of religion — and 
in that way to worship the Lord. 

ji. This will not lead to the genume \\ot^\vv^ c>l >Cc^^ 
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Divine Love and Wisdom ; for every possible violence to 
what is good and true, and everything that is averse to the 
true worship of the Lord, has been done in the name of 
worship to favour the evil loves of the unregenerate heart; 
for all the good affections and true thoughts begotten in 
the human soul by influx from heaven have been sacrificed 
to the filthy fire of self-love in the name of religion. 

32. Whatsoever ye perceive to be the Lord's will, that 
ye shall observe to do; thou shalt not add thereto, nor 
diminish from it. 



K 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Verses 1-5. No doctrine is to be listened to which tends to 
draw away the mind from the Lords Divine Humanity, 
— Verses 6-18. Everything which draws away the soul 
from the Lord is to be utterly rejected, 

I. TF any doctrine should be presented to the mind, or 
X persuasion arise therein, with reasons or inducements 
for regulating' the life or belief in any particular, 

2. And the reasons or inducements offered seem on the 
surface to be good and true, and from them the thought 
arises in the heart that there are other things which should 
be worshipped supremely besides the perfections which are 
in the Lord's Humanity, and different to what He has 
revealed to the soul, and that these other things should be 
followed as the supreme good, 

3. Thou shah not hearken to the false arguments of that 
doctrine, or the enticements of that persuasion, for these 
are permitted by the Divine Love and Wisdom to act on 
the soul to prove it, to know whether it sincerely loves 
genuine good and truth with all the will and with all the 
understanding. 

4. Ye shall constantly , regulate the life by the Divine 
Love and Wisdom, and fear exceedingly to act against them ; 
thou shalt do what thou knowest to be the Lord's will, and 
carefully attend to every perception of it that is given thee, 
and thou shalt serve Him, and cleave unto Him in all cir- 
cumstances. 

y. And that false doctrine, or that evil ^^Y?A\^s\ciTv^Vv.vLK 
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endeavoured to pervert the will, shall be destroyed out of the 
soul; because its influence tended to draw away the soul 
from the genuine goodness and truth which are in the 
Lord, as revealed in His Humanity alone — which brought 
the soul from its unregenerate condition and from the bond- 
age of hereditary evils — and to thrust out the soul from 
regulating the life by the perception given of the Divine 
Love and Wisdom. Thus will evil be removed from the 
interiors of thy soul 

6. IT If the hereditary evil that is bom with thee, and 
derived from the principles on which thou wast brought 
up, or the thoughts and affections which are brought forth 
from thine own natural disposition, or the affection which 
is joined to thy interior will, and is the delight of thy life, 
or the doctrine of truth which thou hast loved and regarded 
as thy very life, is perceived to be secretly drawing away 
the soul from the Lord and inducing it to worship other things 
supremely, and to believe false doctrines which will not 
accord with thy religious life derived from the Word, nor 
with any genuine good derived from the Lord; 

7. Doctrines which accord with the falses of hereditary 
evil which envelop the soul, whether they seem like the 
true principles thou hast received from the Lord or diverse 
from them, whether in first principles or ulti mates and ex- 
ternals of the Church within you; 

8. Thou shalt not consent unto them, nor listen to 
them ; neither shall thine understanding favour that false 
doctrine, or spare it, or endeavour to excuse or cloak it 
over in the mind. 

9. But thou shalt surely blot it out of the soul ; the in- 
terior will shall be foremost in the endeavour to destroy it, 
and shall be seconded by the endeavours of all the faculties 
within the soul. 

10. Thou shalt blot it out with genuine truths from the 
Word till it is destroyed, because its tervd^twc^ ^^s» \si '^Nis^. 
ihee away from the Love axvd V^vsdovcv x^n^-s^^^ \:^ "^^siR. 
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Divine Humanity, which brought thee forth out of thine 
unregenerate condition and from the bondage of hereditary 
evil. 

11. And all that is spiritual in the soul will perceive its 
evil tendency, and fear to act against the Lord as revealed 
in the Divine Humanity, and will no more follow after the 
evil that this would certainly bring upon you. 

12. IF And if thou shalt perceive in one of thy doctrines, 
which have been given thee from the Divine Love and 
Wisdom for the establishment of the soul, 

13. That falses derived from the love of evil have 
departed from the true love of the Lord, and have turned 
aside that doctrine of truth from its original purity, and 
made it a means to serve other things supremely than the 
Lord's Divine Humanity — no knowledge of which has been 
given thee by the Lord through the Word — 

14. Then thou shalt inquire, and make search, and dili- 
gently explore that doctrine ; and behold, if it be true and 
certain that such pernicious tendencies to turn away from 
the Lord exist in the soul, 

15. Thou shalt surely destroy the falses existing in that 
doctrine with pure truth from the Word, utterly blotting 
it out of the mind and everything derived from it, and the 
evil affections in the natural mind belonging to it, with the 
unsparing application of genuine truth. 

16. And thou shalt collect and gather together in the 
mind all the falsifications of truth which proceed from that 
falsitv, and place them with its primary principle, and reject 
the doctrine as something defiled with the filthy fires of 
evil loves proceeding from hell, together with every falsified 
truth adhering to it, for the sake of Divine Love and Wisdom 
which comes from the Lord alone ; and it shall be entirely 
rejected and not allowed to spring up in the soul again. 

17. And there shall remain nothing of what averts from 
the Lord in thy will and act ; that the influx of life Divine 

Mfo the soul be not turned into lYie ev\\ ol ^^IAon^^^tA 
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that He may have mercy upon thee, and fill thee with the 
Divine Love, and replenish thee with genuine truths, accord- 
ing to the promises in the Word to those who are in 
genuine goods from Himself, 

18. When thou shalt obey the perception that thou hast 
of the Divine Love and Wisdom, and carry out all that is 
perceived in the mind in its states of illustration from the 
Word, and act in accordance with the genuine wisdom 
whiph flows from the Divine Humanity. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Verses i, 2. The life of the regenerate flows in direct from 
heaven, — Verses 3-8. What affections may be appro- 
priated to the soul, — Verses 9, 10. What knowledges 
and (verses 11-20) what thoughts may be appro- 
priated, — Verses 21-27. ^hat is of self is not to be 
conjoined to the new regenerate life, but all that flows 
in from heaven is to be conjoined, — Verses 28, 29. By 
this means the good faculties in the soul will be 
strengthened, 

I. nPHE regenerate receive their life direct from the Divine 
X Goodness and Wisdom flowing into the soul. They 
shall not afflict themselves or consider their intelligence and 
light destroyed when they perceive the falsity of their old 
doctrines or ideas, 

2. For they receive pure truths direct from the Divine 
Love and Wisdom — and the Lord gifts them in regeneration 
with truths in a special manner from the Word — far more 
abundant than those which could be acquired by any of the 
faculties of the natural mind. 

3. IT Thou shalt not adopt into thy life and belief anything 
which thou perceivest to be defiled with evil, or which turns 
away the soul from the Lord. 

4. These are the affections which thou mayest appropriate 
into thy character : the good of love in the natural man (or 
the desire to do good in the natural life), the good of mutual 
charity, and the knowledges agreeing therewith. 

S. All the good a/Tections of the ivaluxaX uvaxv vjVvveh re- 
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joice in true liberty of soul ; its love of absolute truth and of 
absolute good, apart from the fetters of custom and creed; 
its love to roam wide in the field of external knowledges 
agreeing with good (wild goat), and the powerful affections 
for genuine good thus obtained (bison) ; and the external 
affection which explores the whole mind in search for good, 
and the active intelligence thence resulting ; 

6. And every affection that has its natural attributes 
agreeing with and subordinate to the spiritual, and is so dis- 
posed as to receive influx from the spiritual world, and is 
the result of mature reflection and consideration, this may 
be joined to the spiritual man. 

7. Nevertheless there are some which thou shalt not join 
to thee of those that are the result of deliberation, or of those 
that seem to be in agreement with spiritual things ; as the 
scientifics professing to lead the soul to heaven of them- 
selves, and the thoughts and affections thence derived 
(which love to immerse themselves in worldly and sensual 
things, and thus shut out the light of heaven) ; for though 
these seem to be the result of thought and intelligence, they 
do not agree with the spiritual wisdom which comes from 
heaven ; they are to be shunned as false by the spiritual man. 

8. And the love of money and the pleasures of the world, 
although it might be made subservient and in agreement 
with heavenly love, yet it must be rejected if it draws away 
the mind to follow it without due subordination to spiritual 
love, and leads the spiritual man to falses : ye shall not 
appropriate the evils derived from it, nor have the slightest 
communication with these things when separate from hea- 
venly love. 

9. IF And these are what may be appropriated by the 
spiritual man from the knowledges and scientifics of faith. 
All which are supported and living from the spiritual sense 
of the Word and rational thought, and are cotitawvasAxsv-^csN^ 
confirmed by the literal sense ol xYie^N^x^^xsv^Xsfc'K'S^^^- 
priated. 
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10. And whatsoever is irrational and has no life from the 
spiritual sense^ and is not contained in and confirmed by 
the literal sense of the Word, shall not be appropriated ; it 
will lead the soul into error. 

\Note (verses 9, 10). — Fins would seem to have the same 
signification as wings, as they raise and elevate. Scales 
correspond to what is literal and external in which superior 
things are contained.] 

11. IF All pure and holy thoughts may be appropriated to 
the soul. 

12. But these are they which shall not be admitted into 
the mind: all reasonings which confirm falses and evils, 
and prey upon the internal goods and truths of the Church 
and upon its knowledges ; 

13. And all false doctrines which love and devour evil, 
whether in common things in the understanding or the foul 
evil which exists in the hereditary wilL 

14. Melancholy and foreboding thoughts should not be 
admitted into the soul ; 

15. Nor those falses which love darkness rather than 
light, and destroy truths in obscure states of the mind, or 
substitute themselves for genuine truths, or any kind of 
falsity which preys upon goodness and truth ; 

16. Nor any kind of falsity which shuns the true light of 
the Word whether in a less or greater degree, or anything 
which destroys the rudimentary sciences of the Word. 
\Note. — Swans are great destroyers of fish-spawn.] 

17. Nor those which destroy the scientincs of religion; 
nor those which reason from nature, and find their delight 
in pursuing and voraciously destroying the external truths 
of the Church ; 

18. Nor those thoughts which love to dwell upon the 

unclean things of the natural mind, whether in the will or 

the thoughts in all their varieties, or which love to wander 

to useless things, and prefer the darkness of this world to 

the Jig^ht of heaven. 
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19. And every thought and feeling of the unregenerate 
will, which is really selfish^ but assumes the appearance of 
what is spiritual, is harmful, and is not to be appropriated 
by the spiritual man. 

20. But all holy and pure thoughts which come from 
heaven may be appropriated. 

21. IF The spiritual man shall not appropriate or conjoin 
to his new life given to him from heaven anything which is 
void of the true regenerate life that comes from the Lord ; he 
shall relegate it to what is not spiritual within him, that it 
may be conjoined to those external things within him which 
respect this life only; or he shall altogether alienate it 
from the soul : for the spiritual man is pure by receiving 
only what proceeds from the Divine Love and Wisdom. ' 
The innocence of true wisdom, which consists in acknow- 
ledging that all things good and true are from the Lord 
alone, must not be conjoined to the innocence of ignorance, 
which imagines there is somewhat good and true proceed- 
ing from the natural heart of man. {A. C 9301). 

22. Thou shalt truly ascribe to the Lord all the increase 
of good and truth within thee, that the Lord bringeth forth 
by means of the Church planted in thy soul in each suc- 
ceeding state of regeneration. 

23. Thou shalt conjoin to thy soul the good things that 
are received into the soul from the Divine Love and Wis- 
dom in those states to which He shall lead thee, in which 
He shall impress upon thee the qualities derived from His 
Divine Humanity, from which thou shalt receive all that 
is good within thee, all the genuine truth which thou hast, 
and all the sincere love to the Lord, and all that is good in 
thy spiritual and natural affections ; that thou mayest learn 
at all times to shun evil, and to conform thy life to the 
Divine Goodness and Wisdom. 

24. And if the truth of the Lord be too exalted for tS&iftst.^ 
so that thou canst not bring tVwseVi eiv\!\x^>j voXa ^<s^<ss^^^^i 
vnth it; or if the states be too (at itmoN^^ixo\s>w^«t^"«^'==^ 
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the Lord shall show thee are in accordance with the love 
and wisdom of His Divine Humanity^ when thou hast 
received a new proprium, or life as it were of thine own 
from the Divine Goodness and Wisdom; 

25. Then thou shalt alienate the affections and thoughts 
which cannot be brought into conformity, and when Siou 
hast them, thoroughly in thy power, thou shalt advance 
towards those states which thou perceivest to be in accord- 
ance with the goodness and truth which How from the 
Divine Humanity. 

26. And thou shalt acquire in their place what is suitable 
to the regenerate state of the soul, whether natural affections 
from a celestial origin (that is, those derived from love to the 
Lord), or spiritual affections (those derived from the love of 
the public welfare), or spiritual truth derived from the Word, or 
philosophical truth agreeing with spiritual, or whatsoever is 
craved for in the new state of the soul ; and these things 
shall be conjoined to the soul in that state as far as they 
are in accordance with the goodness and truth of the 
Lord's Divine Humanity, and the soul will be recruited and 
rejoiced, and all the spiritual part of man's nature. 

27. And the desires after genuine good which have been 
given thee in the natural mind, thou shalt cherish these ; for 
they are from the Lord with thee, and derive nothing good 
or true from the natural disposition of man. 

28. IF And at the end of every full and complete period of 
regeneration thou shalt pass in review by self-examination 
all the increase of good and truth which thou hast received 
from the Lord in that state, and it shall be stored up in the 
external mind and become serviceable to introduce thee to 
heaven. 

29. And the desires for genuine good which thou hast 
(because they are of the Lord, and are not derived from the 
peculiar disposition of the man), and those principles which 

desire instruction in good and truth, and those which are in a 
state of innocence and charity, and des\T^XoVxvcy« ^xA ^<i 
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what is good, and those which are in a state of truth and 
not yet in good, which are ready to be introduced into more 
interior states, shall be conjoined more closely to the soul, 
and shall appropriate the increase the Lord has given thee 
and be satisfied ; that the Divine Goodness and Wisdom 
may bless and vivify with real life every endeavour and act 
done with a view to advance in the spiritual life. 



CHAPTER XV. 

Verses i-6. All idea of merit to be relinquished in spiritual 
things, — Verses 7-1 1. The spiritual aspirations to be 
satisfied as far as possible, — Verses 12-18. Inferior 
goods and uses are not to be despised^ but to be endowed 
from the spiritual mind, — Verses 19-23. All good 
things to be ascribed to the Lord^ and are not to be 
made use of for evil ends, 

I. AND when thou art advanced to a state of the love of 
l\, what is good there shall come a period of peace^ 
when good shall be conjoined to the soul, because it shall 
be seen to be from the Lord and not from the man him- 
self. 

2. And this is the manner of that conjunction and 
relinquishing of merit on the part of the man himself: every 
good thing which has been acquired by the practice of good 
from the spiritual principles of the soul shall be ascribed 
to the Lord, and will then be conjoined to the soul by Him. 
The soul shall no more ascribe to itself any of the prin- 
ciples derived from genuine good or charity, because they 
shall be clearly perceived to flow into the soul from the 
Lord. 

3. External things which are not of the spiritual man in 
the soul may be regarded as coming from the man himself; 
but the soul shall relinquish all merit in the real spiritual good 
with which it is gifted from heaven ; 

4, To the end that all that is imperfect and wanting in 
^oa/ may be made perfect and exvncV^^^, ^ox >Ccv^ \-Qt^ 
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will then abundantly endow the soul with good in those 
heavenly states which thou shalt receive as an inheritance 
from the Divine Love and Wisdom as if they were thine 
own: 

5. Only let the soul carefully attend to carry out the 
perceptions which it has of the Divine Love and Wisdom, 
to observe to do all the Lord's will as perceived in its states 
of enlightenment. 

6. For the Divine Goodness and Wisdom enrich the soul, 
according to the promises in the Word ; and the spiritual 
man shall impart truth in abundance to the faculties of the 
soul, but shall not derive its wisdom from them; and it 
shall rule the truths and affections of the natural man, but 
they shall not dominate over the spiritual man. 

7. IT If there be in the soul a humble acknowledgment 
that the soul has nothing from itself in spiritual things and 
a desire for better things in any state to which the Divine 
Love and Wisdom have brought the soul in order to intro- 
duce it to a more heavenly condition ; thou shalt not avert 
the interior will, nor shut off the communication of the mind 
from those humble and good desires, which are of the 
spiritual man. 

8. But thou shalt give full play to those feelings, and 
shall endeavour to the best of thme ability to satisfy the 
cravings which they introduce into the mind. 

9. Beware lest thou cherish the thought arising from the 
evil unregenerate heart, saying, it is most certain that in a 
holy celestial state everything good is perceived to come 
from the Lord ; and thine understanding regard as evil the 
humble strivings after good in the soul, and thou in no way 
endeavour to satisfy them; and thus the good impulses 
from the Lord be rejected within thee, and thus thou open 
thy soul to evil. 

10. Thou shalt earnestly endeavour to satisfy these 
cravings, and thou shalt betvd X\v?j '^'"^ ^^ ^"^ ^xNss^i^a. 
to gratify them ; because in xVv\s N^a.^ SJcifc \^\sxsNfc Xj^f^^ 
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and Wisdom will be conjoined to the soul in all its efTorts 
after usefulness, and in all the exercise of its powers. 

11. For the feeling of its own insufficiency and the 
endeavour after higher attainments will never cease in the 
regenerating soul ; therefore it is the Lord's will that the 
soul should endeavour with all its powers to satisfy those 
spiritual aspirations of the soul, when it feels its deficiency 
of truth and desires more, and when it feels its own evil 
and seeks after good. 

12. IT If some good and useful principle, either of truth or 
in the affections of the external man, derived from inferior 
motives such as the hope of reward in the next life, has 
been made use of by the spiritual man, and been service- 
able to him during the first stages of regeneration ; when the 
soul has been brought to a state of celestial love, principles 
from such motives will no longer influence the mind. 

13. And when the soul is no longer influenced by these 
external motives, thou shalt not dismiss the principles 
derived from them from the mind as nothing worth ; 

14. But thou shalt endow them with the interior good 
and truth which spring from spiritual motives, and from 
the more exalted truths of the spiritual man ; with those 
things which thou hast freely received from the Divine 
Love and Wisdom shalt thou endow that external principle. 

15. It shall be ever present in the thought of the spiritual 
man that the spiritual principle itself was in a state of 
bondage in the unregenerate condition, and was brought 
out thence by the Divine Love and Wisdom ; and there- 
fore this command is given by the Lord in thy regenerate 
state. 

16. And it shall be that if thou perceive that these 
external principles cannot be separated from the soul; 
because they are in agreement with its state and with the 
interior will, and because the external man is satisfied 
with the former state; 

-C^ Th0a thou shalt reduce these exXextviX \.\>\>Ccv^ \a 
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obedience, and by obedience conjoin them to truths intro- 
ductory to higher states, and in this capacity they will 
always be serviceable to the regenerate life ; and the same 
shall be done with the external affections. 

18. It shall not seem hard, however, to the internal man 
when these exterior principles ^re entirely removed from 
the soul; for they have performed their service for the 
spiritual man in conjoining to him interior things during 
the states of temptation-combat ; and the Divine Love and 
Wisdom will be more closely united to the soul in its future 
progress. 

\Note (verses 12-18). — There is to be no waste in the 
kingdom of the Lord ; nothing is to be despised because 
it is of less use than other things ; but everything is to be 
judiciously used with care and prudence according to its 
usefulness.] 

19. IF All the genuine truths originating in charity in the 
soul, both those derived from love to the neighbour and 
those derived from love to the Lord (^4. C, 3325), shall be 
ascribed to the Divine Love and Wisdom {A, E, 725); 
thou shalt not perform thy offices to the neighbour, that 
is, thy duties in the world which are taught by those truths, 
for the sake of self ; nor make use of the holy goods and 
truths of the Church for any selfish end. 

20. They are to be received in the soul as flowing from 
the Divine Love and Wisdom, and to be carried out in the 
life for the sake of the Divine Humanity in every state to 
which the Lord in His Providence shall lead thee; they 
shall thus be conjoined to the interior will, and to all the 
subordinate faculties. 

21. And if there be anything of evil or falsity in these 
affections of the soul, if thou canst not carry them out in 
the life, or if thy perception of truth is destroyed by them, 
or there is any other imperfection in them, the^ ^x^ -wcx. 
then to be received as genuine ^ood ^.tA Vc'vx'Ccv Sx^'wv "^^ 
Divine Love and Wisdom. 
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22. They are then to be received in the external mind 
only, as things that may support alike true or false prin- 
ciples, as the natural affection of good in the external man 
and the truth thence derived. 

23. Only thou shalt not in this case confound them with 
the truths derived from th^ Lord's Divine Humanity, which 
are to be received in the natural mind as coming direct by 
inHux from heaven. [Note, — Or, by translating the word 
" blood " in the evil instead of the good sense, this verse 
may be rendered. Only thou shalt not appropriate there- 
from any principle which does violence to the truths, pro- 
ceeding from the Lord's Divine Humanity ; thou shalt 
reject it as a heresy of the external man. See chap, xii., 
verses 23-25. Blood signifies the very essence of a thing, 
specially as to truth ; thus to drink the blood of the Lord 
(John vi. 53-56), or to be washed, and to overcome evil 
with the blood of the Lamb (Rev. vii. 14, and xii. 11), signi- 
fies to be vivified, and purified by the influx of the Divine 
Life. The same is signified by the wine of the sacrament, 
which is the Divine Life as to Truth ; whereas the breaa 
signifies the Divine Life as to Good. The Church of Rome 
unconsciously bears witness to the law of correspondences, 
by withholding the cup from the laity, and also withholding 
the Word and checking the free search after truth among 
the people. See A, C. Index, " Blood," " Supper.**] 



CHAPTER XVI. 

Verses i-8. // ts constantly ta be borne in mind that all 
redemption is from the Lord^s Divine Humanity {that 
is^ the Lord Jesus Christ) ^ which is signified by the PasS' 
over, — Verses 9-12. Thus truths will be implanted in 
affection^ which is signified by the feast of weeks, — 
Verses 13-15. And the soul will be led to genuine 
goody which is the feast of tabernacles, — Verses 16, 17 
In all these states the soul must endeavour to conform 
itself to the Divine Humanity (verses 18-20) with 
judgment and without bias (verses 21, 22), and with- 
out the admixture of anything from self -derived intelli* 
gence, 

I* "O EMEMBER the sanctity of the states proceeding 
Xv from the Lord's Divine Humanity, and ever keep 
in view His glorification while on earth, and remember the 
necessity of following Him in the regeneration; for in the 
states proceeding from the Divine Humanity, the Divine 
Love and Wisdom brought thee forth out of the natural 
unreeenerate state when the soul was in a state of ignorance 
and falsity. 

2. Thou shalt therefore regard as most holy to the Lord, 
all the goodness and wisdom proceeding from the Lord's 

florification and conjunction with mankind, and the re- 
emption effected thereby ; and to Him shalt thou ascribe 
all the spiritual and natural affections derived from. tbAjw 
being in whom dwelt the fulness ol \>ci^ CiCi^^^'a.^ >ins^^ 
displayed in human form, namely, \5q.^ \j3t^^^'ss«k Oscss^- 
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3. Thou shalt not mix or imbibe any false doctrine with 
these holy states; in them thou shalt receive pure good 
from heaven unmixed with evil, and regard it as most holy, 
even though it seem distasteful to the natural man; for 
deliverance from the unregenerate condition is thus rendered 
complete and thorough : and by this means the deliverance 
by the Lord from the unregenerate condition will be kept 
in view by the regenerate in all their alternating states. 

4. And in these holy states derived from love to the Lord, 
none of the false doctrines which are in the memory will be 
attended to ; neither shall the same good, from which thou 
worshipped in the prior state of ignorance, remain in thy 
state of deliverance from evil and clear perception of truth. 
\Note, — For this would be to endeavour to acquire genuine 
good from the proprium, instead of receiving into the soul 
what is given by the Lord, day by day. See A. C, 9299, 
8478-8483.] 

5. Thou canst not worship the Lord so as to receive pure 
innocence from Him from any of the external principles or 
truths with which the Lord has gifted the soul. 

6. But in those states derived from the Divine Humanity 
alone, upon which the Divine Love and Wisdom have im- 
pressed the true characteristics of Divinity, from these thou 
shalt receive the genuine innocence of wisdom from the Lord 
at the close and commencement of each fresh regenerate 
state, when the soul perceives its own ignorance and obscurity 
{A. E.401) — a state similar to that in which thou wast brought 
forth by the Lord out of the natural unregenerate condition. 

7. And the genuine good of innocence from the Lord will bo 
adapted and communicated to the soul in the states which 
thou shalt receive, derived from the Love and Wisdom of 
the Lord's Divine Humanity. And in the new state of light 
and illustration to which the soul will be brought, its prin- 
ciples of action will be changed, and it will serve the Lord 
mtA more genuine worship derived from love to Him. 

<K During the periods of tetnplalions aivdi coxc^^xs viSsJa. 
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evil thou shalt be sustained with pure truth from the Word 
unmixed with falsity ; and at the close of each regenerate 
state the combats shall cease by the reception in the soul of 
the Love aiid Wisdom proceeding from the Lord's Humanity, 
and thou shalt carry out the Lord's will without effort ; and 
the mind shall be at peace. 

\Note (verses 1-8). — For a detailed description of the 
meaning of the Passover see explanation of Exodus, chap, 
xii. in the A. C. 7824-8020. It is there shown that by the 
Passover, which is ever to be kept in mind, is signified the 
deliverance of the spiritual man from hell by the Lord. 
This was effected by His continual combats with hell when 
in the world, even to the final combat of the Cross, by which 
all was finished, and His Humanity became absolute 
Deitv, apart from which it is not possible for the human 
mind to form any true conception of the attributes and 
character of the Divine Being. To receive the good desires 
and the knowledge of truth which flow from this Divine 
Being, it is necessary to believe that He is absolute God, to 
do the things which He said, and to conform the life as far 
as possible to His example, by following Him in His com- 
bats with evil even to the death of self; and it is the doctrine 
of the New Church that there is no other possible way of 
salvation. Verses 1-8 describe the necessity of ever bearing 
this in mind.] 

9. IF The qualities derived from the conjunction of the 
Lord's Divine Humanity with the human race will then be 
impressed on all thy future states ; these qualities will be 
impressed upon thee as soon as the truths sown in the heart 
begin to bear fruit by being united to good (which is signi- 
fied by the Feast of Weeks). 

10. And truths will be implanted in the soul in good 
derived from the Divine Love and Wisdom, by which thou 
shalt render service to the Lord with all thy powers from a 
free principle of love according as thow «fcs5L\.T^WN^^iss^s*:\ 
from the Divine Love and "Wisdom. 



1 10 STUD Y OF DEUTERONOMY, 16. 1 1— 

11. And the soul will be filled with joy from the Divine 
Love and Wisdom, both the interior will and the principles 
of action and affections thence derived, and the subservient 
faculties and affections of the mind, and the desires for 
genuine good from the Lord which thou hast in the natural 
mind wiU be recruited, and all those things in the mind 
which desire to be instructed and led aright, the truths 
which desire to be governed by heavenly affections, and the 
affections which desire to be conjoined to true wisdom, and 
this joy shall flow from the union of the Lord's Divine 
Humanity with the soul. 

12. And thou shalt bear in mind how the soul suffered bon- 
dage from sin and falsity in the natural unregeneratecondition ; 
and thou shalt carefully observe and carry out the principles 
derived from following the footsteps of the Lord in the regen- 
eration, by which alone thou art delivered from that bondage. 

13. IF And thou shalt thus be brought to a state of love to 
the Lord (which is signified by the Feast of Tabernacles), 
and a life according to perception thence derived, when the 
soul has been well furnished by Him with right principles 
of truth and doctrine. 

14. And the soul will be filled with happiness from the 
influx of good from heaven, both the interior will and the 
truths and affections thence derived, and the subordinate 

rinciples which are serviceable to good and truth, and the 
holy desires which thou hast to rightly serve the Lord, and 
every principle in the mind which desires to be led to better 
things, and all things which are innocent but not yet under the 
direction of true wisdom, and the affections which are not yet 
united to genuine good from the Lord in the external mind. 

15. And thou shalt be brought to a state of peace, 

derived from the Love and Wisdom proceeding from the 

Lord's Humanity ; and because the Lord thy God will in 

that state bless thee in all the developments of the soul, and 

ill aU its endeavours after higher things, therefore the whole 

soul shall be filled with joy. 
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1 6. IF I nail these states thou shalt seek to perceive the Lord 
with all thy intellectual powers as revealed in the Divine 
Humanity ; namely^ in those in which the soul is sustained 
with pure truth from the Word, and in those in which 
truth begins to be conjoined with good, and in those in 
which good is the ruling principle in the mind ; and when 
thou shalt perceive the Lord's will, thou shalt endeavour to 
carry it out in the life. 

17. Every principle and faculty of the mind (shall endea- 
vour to serve the Lord), as far as they are able, according 
to the influx received from the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

18. IT Thou shalt watch with sound judgment and circum- 
spection over all the entrances from the external man into 
tne soul, in the circumstances through which thou art led 
by the Divine Providence ; and shalt discriminate between 
what is true and false with unbiassed judgment. 

19. Thou shalt not permit thy judgment to be warped by 
worldly desires ; thou shalt not permit what is fashionable 
or what is profitable to influence thy judgment of what is 
right ; for the consideration of worldly advantage in these 
matters blinds the understanding, and turns aside the 
dictates of conscience. 

20. That which is altogether in accordance with thy 
perception of right thou shalt follow, that thy spiritual life 
may be recruited, and that thou mayest receive from the 
Lord those heavenly states which can be only acquired by 
conforming the life to the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

21. IF Thou shalt not commingle anything of self-derived 
human wisdom and intelligence with the holy worship of 
Divine Love and Wisdom, which thou shalt receive and 
offer unto the Lord. 

22. Neither shalt thou make religion to consist in any 
doctrinal creed, or external appearance of good, separate 
from the good derived from the Lord's Divine Humanity 
{A. C. 3727) ; for this altogether ?cv^tV& >Cafc ^^\\ \:t^\sc "^s^^ 
DJviiie Goodntss and Wisdom. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

Verse i. The service reftdered to the Lord must be 
very best ike soul can give. — Verses 3-7. Any the 
or affection ivhick averts the soul from the Di 
Humauity to be destroyed out of the mind. — Vi 
8- 1 3. Matters thai cannot be decided in the exti 
mind to be submitted to the judgment of Hei 
—Verses i4-2a When the soul is perfected it 
acquire and be governed by definite principles of at 
in accordance with its perception of good, but 
must be kept constantly subservient to the lau 
heaven. 

I. 'T'HOU shall not render unio the Lord thy God 
i worship or service either in external or int 
things which is imperfect, that is, which is not thy 
best, and which is not from the heart; for this avert 
soul from me Divine Love and Wisdom, 

2. IT If there be found in the soul, amongst any o 
external faculties with which thou art gifted by the D 
Love and Wisdom, thoughts or affections that are con 
to the perception that is given thee of the Love and 
dom as revealed in the Divine Humanity, and tend to 
the soul from Him, 

3. Which have turned from the Lord and served 1 
things, and worshipped them as the supreme good, c 
the man's own selfhood, or any false principles de 
from self-intelligence, or any of the falses which 

truths to the soul when not iuumined by the Lord tbr 
tAe Word; 
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4. If this be perceived and made evident to the under- 
standing, and after diligent self-examination it is seen to 
be true and without doubt that such things exist in the 
spiritual mind which avert it from the Lord ; 

5. Then thou shalt pluck out those thoughts and affec- 
tions from the interiors of the mind, the thoughts and 
affections that are contrary to the Divine Humanity of the 
Lord, and shall destroy them out of the soul by means of 
pure truths derived from* the Word. 

6. If the evidence of good and truth in conjunction, or of 
several agreeing truths, shall show a thought or affection to 
be evil, it must be destroyed out of the soul : the evidence 
of one truth alone unconfirmed by others is not sufficient 
ground to destroy any principle of the mind. 

7. The powers of good and truth in conjunction, or of 
the agreeing truths, shall be at once exerted to destroy 
these errors out of the soul, and shall be seconded by the 
powers of all the faculties of the mind. Thus evil shall be 
put away and removed from the soul. 

8. IF If there arise in the soul a matter too hard for the 
perceptions of good that are given thee to decide between 
what IS true and what is false, or what is right or wrong, in 
motive or in act — matters that cannot be decided in the 
external part of the mind— then shalt thou elevate thy soul 
to the Lord, and to the state derived from the Love and 
Wisdom which flows from the Lord's Divine Humanity; 

9. And thou shalt consult the desires after genuine good 
in spiritual and natural things which thou hast received 
from the Lord, and the perception of right and wrong 
which the Lord shall give thee in that state ; and wisdom 
will be given thee by means of them: 

10. And thou shalt do according to the perception that is 
given thee, which the principles derived from the Lord's 
Divine* Humanity shall teach thee; and thoa %V>a3&. \s5i«A 
heed to perform all- that they s\ia\\ s\\o>n \>Cifcfc\ ^ .^^ 

//. According to the mletptel^LXXoxi cA \Jftfc Vcpt^^ "«^ 
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which they shall teach thee, and according to the percep- 
tion of what is right thou shalt have through them, thou 
shalt do : thou shalt not decline from the path pointed out 
by these leadings from the Lord to any course of action 
dictated by the unregenerate will. 

12. And every inclination of the heart to act from the 
unregenerate will, which cannot be brought into conformity 
with the love of genuine good given to the soul from, the 
Divine Love and Wisdom, or to the perceptions given 
of truth and right from the Lord, that inclination must be 
destroyed ; and so evil shall be removed from the spiritu^ 
mind. 

13. And all the faculties of the soul will thus be brought 
to obedience to the Lord, and fear to act against good, and 
from self-will. 

14. IT When thou art come to that heavenly state with 
which thou shalt be gifted, if the dictates of Divine Love 
and Wisdom are followed, and shalt be habitually therein, 
and shalt desire to be governed by definite and fixed prin- 
ciples of doctrine in spiritual things, as in moral and 
external things, 

15. Thou shalt take care that thy ruling principles of 
action are those appointed by the Lord, and in accordance 
with the Love and Wisdom which flow from the Lord's 
Humanity, and charity must be the ruling principle therein : 
thou must not be governed by principles or doctrines 
which have not charity (or mutual love) as their ruling 
principle. 

16. And thy ruling principle of action is not to be con- 
taminated by doctrinals from the intellectual proprium, nor 
must the mind be brought back into a state m which doc- 
trine is regarded as more important than life, and religion 
is made to consist in the intellectual belief in doctrinal for- 
mulae and external propriety; forasmuch as the soul has 

clearly perceived from the Lord that it cannot be brought 
roJieavea by such means (A. E, 6s^V 
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17. Neither is the ruling principle of action of the soul to 
be conjoined with delights proceeding from the loves of evil 
and falsity that flatter self, lest the inmost will be drawn 
away from the Lord : nor shall the soul trust to the mul- 
tiplication of mere doctrinals and knowledges acquired by 
self-intelligence. 

18. And it shall be, that when these principles of action 
which thou hast acquired are fully established as the guide 
and leader of the soul, that they shall constantly be subor- 
dinate to the Divine Word, which shall be impressed on 
the heart, and perception from which will be given to the 
soul when in states of good from the Lord : 

19. And the principles which the soul acts upon must 
always be drawn from the Divine Word, which must be the 
constant study of the soul in all the developments of 
religious life; that the soul may be filled with the holy fear 
of acting contrary to the Divine Love and Wisdom, and 
ever keep in remembrance all that is taught in the Word, 
and comprehend its teaching, and carry it out in the life : 

20. That the ruling principles of the soul may be estab- 
lished in humility, and thus not be against a life of true 
charity, and that they may not lead the soul away from the 
path designed for it by Divine Providence into the paths 
favouring the natural loves, and the fallacies which flow 
from them : to the end that the states derived from these 
ruling principles, and from the goods and truths produced 
by their means in the soul, may be as full and complete as 
possible in the spiritual mind. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 

Verses 1,2. Impulses to good are not derived from the 
man himself, — Verses 3-5. How they communicate 
with the rest of the mind, — Verses 6-8. How the im- 
pulses to good in the external mind are elevated by 
looking to the Divine Humanity, — Verses 9-14. 
Caution to keep the heavenly life clear from what pro- 
ceeds from the evils of the unregenerate heart, — Verses 
15-22. A development of truth suited to its progress 
will be given in each state of the soul, 

I. npHE Divine good of love to the Lord, and the 
X aspirations after genuine good derived there- 
from, and all the holy impulses of charity from the Lord, 
(or rather the faculties receptive of them in the human 
mind), are not supplied with good and truth from external 
study as is the spiritual mind, or that part of the soul which 
is receptive of truth; they are recruited by the influx of 
love from the Lord into the soul, and derive their support 
direct from Him. 

2. Therefore they receive no proprium or life as of them- 
selves amongst the other faculties of the soul ; they ever 
remain distinct as coming from the Lord, and they receive 
influx or support direct from the Lord by internal dictate 
(A, C, 9809). 

3. If And this is what the holy impulses of charity shall 
receive from the truths that are with the soul, when the 

Lord is worshipped by them, whether it be in external or 
internal worship : these good impuVses s\\2i)^ t^c««^ It^mtl 
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them power to act, to make known their good intentions, 
and to communicate with the outer world. 

4. And the real good derived from thy faith, and all thy 
perceptions of spiritual truth (A. C, 9223), all thy holy 
affections, and the use thou canst perform from charity, 
thou shalt ascribe to these holy influences. 

5. For the Divine Love and Wisdom have appointed 
these means out of the faculties of the soul to minister to 
it the things which are Divine, both these holy influences 
and all the things derived from them in every state of 
regeneration. 

6. IT And if those holy impulses for good which exist in 
any of the external faculties of the spiritual mind desire 
to rise to higher things, and seek with all the power and 
desire of the mind to conform themselves to the pattern set 
in the Lord's Humanity ; 

7. Then shall be impressed on these good desires and 
impulses the qualities derived from the Lord's Humanity 
and they shall minister to the welfare of the soul as those 
other perceptions of charity which are received direct by 
influx from the L9rd into the higher faculties of the soul. 

8. They shall alike be recruited by influx of good and 
truth from heaven, besides the blessing which comes from 
the alienation of anything of ignorance or imperfection from 
the soul. 

9. IF When thou art come to the heavenly states with 
which the Divine Love and Wisdom will gift thee, thou 
shalt not be seduced to conjoin those states with any of the 
evils of the unregenerate heart. 

10. It shall not be permitted in the soul that any of the 
goods and truths of the Church should be profaned to serve 
self-love, nor shall any principle be tolerated that searcheth 
into the mysteries of faith for selfish ends, and is thus 
governed by influx from hell (that divineth divinations, and 
that asketh questions of the hells^^OTv^\^\0c^^^'^Yi\^'5^'^^^ 
things of the Church with xYie\oNes ol %€v^ ^^^ cJLSicifc^^'^^N 
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11. Or that draws away the soul by worldly delights and 
communicates with evil spirits, and that trusteth to the falses 
of evil and the maxims derived from self-intelligence (is a 
soothsayer and maketh inquiry of the dead). 

12. For all these things pollute religion and make the soul 
averse to heaven ; and because they are averse to all good, 
the providence of the Divine Love and Wisdom is directed 
to drive them out of the heart. 

13. Thou shalt be perfect, and endeavour with singleness 
of heart to follow solely the dictates of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom (Matt. v. 48). 

14. For the natural affections over which thou shalt obtain 
dominion are prone to follow the falsities proceeding from 
the love of self and self- derived intelligence, but the regen- 
erate will is restrained by the Divine Love and Wisdom 
from doing so. 

15. If The Divine Love and Wisdom will raise up in the 
soul Divine truth itself, derived from the Humanity of the 
Lord and from the Word (which is the Divine truth in its 
internal principles), in which a life of genuine charity is the 
basis, like the truths which led it forth from the unregenerate 
condition ; and this the soul shall hearken to and obey; 

16. According to all the desire of the natural man from 
the Divine Love and Wisdom, when the soul is in a state of 
external worship, and from that state contemplates Divine 
things and the Divinity as a strict judge, m which the 
natural man fears to perceive the requirements of the 
Divine Law, and to perceive the complete abnegation of 
self required by the Divine commands, and the burning 
zeal of the Lord against sin and evil, on account of the 
destruction of all that is good that they bring upon the 
soul, and feels that there is no power in the soul itself 
to contend with evil, which will bring destruction upon the 
spiritual life ; 

17. And the soul /s reassured by the Divine mercy, which 
benches that it is well for it to feel Us ovm MtvvjoT\Jcvvxv^^'^\ 
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18. The Lord will raise up for the soul doctrines of truth 
from His Divine Humanity, and thereby suited to every 
condition of the soul, of which a life of charity is the basis, 
and in accordance with former truths received in the soul 
proceeding from the Word, and will instil the revelation of 
His will into these doctrines ; and they shall explain the 
Divine will to the soul in a form accommodated to its new 
condition. 

19. And it shall come to pass that whosoever will not 
obey the perception of the Lord's will revealed through 
these doctrines for his guidance, will sin against knowledge, 
and thereby damage his soul. 

\Note (verses 15-19). — These verses seem to teach that 
the Lord ever reveals Himself to the human race in a 
character accommodated to their state, hence the number 
of religions which have existed in the world, and hence the 
attributes of Deity as conceived of by the Jews, by the first 
Christian Church, and again by the New Church, are quite 
different; and hence indeed the necessity, when the time was 
fully come, for the appearance of the Lord on earth in 
human form, that there might be no misconception as to 
His character; which advent is evidently foretold in the 
literal sense in these verses. In the spiritual sense, the 
acceptance of the doctrine of the absolute Divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ as the only God, with the truths that flow 
therefrom, is described, which is also meant by the Second 
Coming of the Lord {A, E, 870). It must be evident to the 
candid mind that the Lord Jesus Christ has not been 
accepted by the first Christian Church, at all events in 
the popular idea, as the one only God (the Alpha and 
Omega), but as a secondary Deity, distinct from and in 
some way inferior to another Deity who is called the 
Father, and whose character is represented as being quite 
different ; so that the latter is said to require intercession, 
and even to be appeased by thesxiferav'^^^S.'^^Ssscss.KtN 
so that, whatever may b^ said, m cx^^^^-* t'VMo *^^^ "^^^^ 
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thought of in the mind, as separate and distinct as those 
of the religions which are called polytheisms.] 

20. But those doctrines which profess to teach the Lord's 
will, but which are not derived from the Lord's Divine 
Humanity, but which teach the soul to worship other things 
as the supreme good ; these are falses to be removed from 
the soul. 

21. And if thou shalt say in thine heart, How can we 
detect falses which do not proceed from the Lord? 

22. When a doctrine professes to teach the things derived 
from the Lord's Divine Humanity, but does not, when 
followed out, produce any good effect upon the life, this is 
then a falsity which does not proceed from the Lord; it 
proceeds from self-intelligence, and shall not be regarded 
n the soul (Matt. vii. 15-20). 



CHAPTER XIX. 

Verses 1-3. When the soul follows sincerely the truths it 
knowsy faults committed through ignorance do not 
bring guilt or hurt to the souL — Verses 4-10. An 
example of this, — Verses 11- 13. But theories which 
are maliciously and persistently against charity are to 
be destroyed, — Verse 14. The highest standard of good 
and truth the soul can reach to be rigidly maintained* 
— Verse 15. One unconfirmed truth not to condemn any- 
things but several agreeing together to be taken as a 
proof of evil. — Verses 16-21. On the decisions in the 
soul between evil and good^ and between truth and 
falsity. Evil and falsity when brought to light to 
be destroyed^ 

I. "f T THEN the Divine Love and Wisdom have sub- 
VV jected the evils of the unregenerate hearty 
whose place shall be occupied by the thoughts and inten- 
tions inspired into the soul from the Divine Love and 
Wisdom which shall succeed them, and dwell in the under- 
standing and its doctrines, and in the will and its intents 
and desires ; 

2. There shall be provided states of blamelessness, if the 
soul commits a fault from errors of doctrine, in the interior 
thought and will of those new regenerate states received as 
thine own from the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

3. Thou shalt believe in the truths of the Church as revealed 
to thy highest perceptions of truths atvd^\aKft.7SJi.>5^fc^»J^Kc«^ 
truths ottht mind which iheT^wYTifeVw^-KCi^^^^^^^^^^^^' 
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permitted thee to enjoy in orderly arrangement and subjec- 
tion to the truths of the Church, and then any principle de- 
structive of good or truth, through ignorance in the soul, 
shall be blameless. 

4. IF And this is the case with any principle in the mind 
destructive of good through error, which shall be blameless 
and bring no hurt to the soul : Whatever destroys good- 
ness and truth through ignorance, and not from the malice 
of an evil heart; 

5. As when one who is principled in good disputes con- 
cerning good and truths from his religious tenets, and his 
powers are directed to destroy some principle which he 
believes to be false by enforcing the tenets he believes to 
be true, and in his effort truth and good become separated 
with him, and he destroys the charity with which he is asso- 
ciated, he shall be kept in safety by the Lord and shall not 
thereby lose spiritual life {A, C, 901 1) : 

6. Lest the punishment of destroying the influx of good 
and truth from the Lord should follow such a one for the 
destruction of charity while his will is imbued with the evil 
proceeding from false doctrine, and come upon him so as to 
destroy his spiritual life, because he is far removed from 
real truth; whereas his interior will is not in a state of 
condemnation, inasmuch as the destruction of charity does 
not proceed from a heart averse to all good and truth (but 
from mistaken tenets). 

7. Wherefore it is the will of the Lord that there shall 
be states of preservation and blamelessness for those who 
have destroyed what is good from false religious tenets 
sincerely believed. 

8. And if the faculties of the external mind become in- 
creased from influx of the Divine Love and Wisdom, as is 
the Divine will for those who are in good, and the soul be- 
comes gifted with all those heavenly states which are pro- 

mlsed m the 'Word, to those who receive good from the Lord; 
9' If thou carry out in the life all XVia\.l\vow ^?i\\.^«tcfc\N^ 
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of the Lord's will in thy regenerate states, to love the 
Divine Love and Wisdom above all things, and habitually 
to conform thy life to them ; then shalt thou be more com- 
pletely purified from the evils arising from errors of doc- 
trine : 

10. That the Divine principle inseminated by the Lord 
in the interiors of the soul be not destroyed, which the 
Divine Love and Wisdom desire to appropriate to thee, 
and so the guilt of quenching the Holy Spirit (which is 
spiritual murder) be upon thee. 

11. IT But if any principle in the soul proceeding from the 
evil of the heart is utterly averse to all charity and seeks 
every occasion to destroy it, and ever opposes it and aims 
at the inmost life of good in the soul to destroy it, and 
seeks to justify itself from religious tenets believed by the soul: 

12. Then the true wisdom given by the Lord to the 
soul from religion shall by rigid self-examination root out 
that falsity, and give it over to destruction as something 
profane and evil, that it may be destroyed out of the souL 

13. The understanding shall not favour it, but thou shalt 

Eut away everything which destroys the influx from the 
.ord into the spiritual mind, that it may go well with the 
life of the soul. 

14. IT Thou shalt not let selfishness or worldly-mindedness 
diminish the standard of good appointed by the highest 
wisdom thou canst attain unto, derived from the Word 
according to the perception given thee, which thou shalt 
receive in the new states or regenerate character which the 
Divine Love and Wisdom give thee as thine own. 

15. IF One opinion or view of a matter (though it seem 
derived from good) shall not be permitted to rise up 
against any principle in the soul to condemn it as being 
against the good derived from faith, or to condemn any act 
or desire of the will as being against the genuine life of 
charity; but when good and truth both. ^fc'sXxl^ •^'»g!ccsv^\^>^st 
whtre several truths convbVue lo toti^^'oxtv '>J^% '^^ '^^^^^^^^^ 
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enforced by them shall be considered fully confirmed {A, 

C. 4197)- 

16. IF If any falsity, either derived from education or the 
religious persuasions received in childhood, or the lust of 
evil, rise up in the mind against the goods and truths of 
feith to proclaim them to be evil and false ; 

17. Then both the doctrines or desires about which there 
is dispute in the mind shall be compared with the standard 
of the Divine Humanity, by the perception of good and 
judgment of truth which is given to the soul in its then 
state ; 

18. And the soul shall make diligent examination of 
itself by means of these perceptions; and if it is clearly seen 
that the doctrines or opinions rising up in the mind testify 
falsely against principles in the soul that are really truths 
of faith, and the good thence derived; 

19. Then shall these opinions be destroyed out of the 
mind in proportion as they are perceived to be against real 
charity; and so shall evil be put away from the soul. 

20. And the doctrines and opinions that remain shall be 
confirmed, and be in subjection to the perception of good, 
and so the soul will be preserved from sinning against the 
goods and truths that are given it from heaven. 

21. (In these self-examinations) the understanding and 

Perception given to the soul shall not permit itself to be 
iassed in favour of anything that is false by the unregen- 
erate will: what is destructive of spiritual life shall be 
utterly destroyed out of the soul ; what dims the perception 
of truth shall be accounted as false ; what destroys the 
exterior understanding of truth shall be accounted a falsity 
proceeding from the sensual principle ; any principle 
that destroys spiritual truth in act must be accounted des- 
titute of spiritual truth; and anything that destroys natural 
truth will lose the perception of natural truth (according to 
tbe Jaw of order in the spiritual world, that evil intended, 
^Jnedlately recoils upon the author (90^^-90^1, A. C>)V 
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\Note (verses 15-21). — To set a question at rest by a 
dogmatic doctrine ; or by this or that text by itself, is not 
the way to arrive at the real truth ; the subject should be 
looked at and examined from all its bearings, and the 
various passages in the Word relating to it taken together, 
and its effects on the life for good or evil considered; other- 
wise the soul will lose perception of rational truth, though 
the memory may be a receptacle of the dogmas of others?) 



CHAPTER XX. 

Verses 1-4. The soul must not be afraid of evils and 
falsities when opposed by them in temptations^ but must 
rely upon heaven, — Verses 5-9. Directions for combat- 
ing with evil and falsity, — Verses 10-15. On contend- 
ing with doctrines in the external mind that oppose 
regeneration, — Verses 16-18. But those derived from 
interior evil to be utterly destroyed. — Verses 19, 20. 
But care to be taken not to destroy any genuine 
knowledges and perceptions in contending with false 
doctrines, 

I. T T THEN the spiritual man passes out from interior 
VV reflection to combat with evils and falsities, 
and perceives the numerous arguments and doctrinals 
ranged in favour of evil, and that falsities seem to be more 
abundant and powerful than truths, he should not be afraid 
of them ; for the Divine Love and Wisdom are with Him, 
which brought the soul out of its unregenerate condition. 

2. And it shall be, when the soul feels itself falling into 
temptations and surrounded by evils and falsities, it will 
receive aid by means of the souPs aspirations after real 
good, which shall be more closely united with it ; 

3. And from these the soul shall perceive that a state 
has arrived in which the spiritual man must contend as if 
from himself with evils and falsities ; and that the will must 
not be allowed to succumb, nor should the soul fear, or be 
m^kr^\d!Lt\oHf or be dismayed because of them : 

lA)ve and Wisdom proceedvti^ itom\3aa Lord's 
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Humanity are with the regenerate in all their struggles, and 
contend tor them against all evil and falsity to save them 
(4. E, 734). 

5. IT And the new regenerate will and the principles under 
it appointed over the faculties of the mind shall thus order 
them in time of temptation by careful self-examination ; If 
the new will for good has been received in the external 
mind, but is not fully established; then let the endeavour be 
made to firmly establish the will for good, lest the soul 
perish in temptations, and the will for evil be implanted 
instead of for good. 

6. And if the truths of faith have been received in the 
external mind, but have not been appropriated to the soul 
by carrying them out; let these first be fully implanted in 
the will, lest the soul perish in temptations, and evil be 
conjoined to the truths in the mind. 

7. And if the love of good and truth are both received in 
the external mind, but are not yet conjoined by the practice 
of charity; then let them both be firmly implanted in the will, 
lest the soul perish in temptations, and the marriage of evil 
and falsity instead of good and truth have place in the 
soul. 

8. And this shall also be impressed upon the faculties of 
the mind by the powers appointed by the new regenerate 
will, that if any affection or principle in the soul wavers and 
is not firmly opposed to the evil or falsity which tempts; 
then let this principle be brought to accord with the 
regenerate will, lest the other thoughts and affections 
waver like it. 

9. And it shall be that when the thoughts and affections 
received in the soul by the new regenerate will have thus 
ordered all its faculties, that they will be led by wisdom 
from heaven, and be prepared to fight against evil and 
falsity. 

\Note (verses 1-9).— From these vets^^Twa:^\i^Vas:^^^'^^ 
necessity of fighting in temptalioti^ ^sM Ix^xa ^T^fts^^^-k'^^^ 
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leaving no stone unturned to conquer. — Verses 1-4. It will 
not do to say the soul cannot contend with evil ; it can, for 
the Lord fights for it. — Verse 5. The will must be kept 
resolutely on the right side. — Verse 6. All the truths 
known which will assist against the evil must be made use 
of — Verse 7. The will and the intellect must act together 
as one, and Verse 8. the soul must hold on with fortitude.] 

10. IT When the soul in the progress of regeneration finds 
its progress impeded by doctrines existing in the mind, 
then it should be seen if these doctrines can be brought 
into conformity with the perception of good given to the soul. 

11. And it shall be, that if these doctrines are in con- 
formity with the soul's perception of good, and receive the 
living influx from heaven, then all the truths belonging to 
those doctrines shall be conducive to regeneration, and 
shall serve the new regenerate will. 

12. And if these doctrines are in opposition to the per- 
ception of good given to the regenerate, and endeavour to 
destroy the work of regeneration, then the regenerate will 
must fight against them as false doctrines : 

13. And when the Divine Love and Wisdom have sub- 
jected them under the power of the new regenerate will, 
thou shalt destroy all the falses thereof with the power 01 
Divine truth from the Word : 

14. But the good affections thereof and all that are 
innocent, and the natural affections thereof and all that can 
be made subservient to use in those doctrines, all the good 
that remains after temptation, shall be appropriated to the 
soul ; thus the regenerate life will be recruited by good and 
truth acquired in temptation-combats with evil and falsity, 
which will be appropriated to the soul by the Divine Love 
and Wisdom. 

15. Thus shalt thou do unto all doctrines relating to the 
external man (to outward actions and words) which are 

not doctrines derived from interior evils. 
16. But of the doctrines derived ixoxcv >i)cv^^^ l'a\s>.^'& 
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(namely, those derived from the interior evil of the unre- 
generate heart) which the Divine Love and Wisdom re- 

Elace by the good affections of the new proprium given from 
eaven, thou shalt not permit desire, thought, or action 
from such a source to remain in the soul : 

17. But thou shalt utterly destroy them, namely — 
(Hittites) The falsities of doctrine which permit or 

encourage evil, and (Amorites) the evils thus 
engendered, 
(Canaanites) The evils proceeding from the lusts of the 
love of self and of the world in the internal mind, 
and 
(Perizzites) The falses which these evils give birth to in 

the mind to excuse them. (See A. C 6858-59.) 
(The Hittites and Jebusites) The worship of anything 
except the Lord as the supreme good, even though 
there may be something of good and truth in 
the thing worshipped {A, C 6860). 
These shall be utterly destroyed according to the percep- 
tion given thee of their evil character from the Divine Love 
and Wisdom : 

18. That they seduce not the soul to pervert all the 
good and truth it has received by prostituting them to the 
service of selfish and worldly loves, which is the tendency 
of all these interior evils and falsities ; for thus the soul 
would be averted from all Divine Goodness and Wisdom. 

19. IF When the regenerate will has great difficulty in over- 
coming the arguments of falses that oppose truth (either in 
the man's own mind or in the minds of others), and endures 
severe temptations because of them, great care must be 
taken not to destroy the knowledges or perceptions of 
truth which support the false doctrine (as tar as they are 
genuine) by the dogmatic assertion of truth ; for these 
perceptions or knowledges may be conducive to the regene- 
rate life ; thou shalt not oblltet^tl^ \.Yv^^^ ^^\^^'^^\a^NS».jSsst^ 
these very perceptions, w\iicYi iorrev >Ccv^ «»wi^^ xa:sSss«!»5 
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perception of truth, are the very means by which the false 
doctrines may be eventually overcome in the soul {for^ O 
mauy the tree of the field is to be employed in the siege\ 
marginal reading). 

20. Only those perceptions or knowledges which thou 
knowest are not perceptions or knowledges that can nourish 
the regenerate life, thou shalt destroy and pluck them out 
of the mind ; and thus thou shalt raise a defence against 
the false doctrines that oppose the regenerate life until 
they be subdued. [Note, — From this passage we learn that 
even real truths inseminated into the soul in a state of com- 
pulsion or without being rationally understood do not assist 
regeneration.] 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Verses t-9. Oji the purification of the external man from 
the guilt of rejecting the Divine Influx when this has 
been done through ignorance. — Verses 10-14. On the 
adoption of natural affections by the spiritual man, 
— Verses 15-17. Things inferior are not to be put 
before others of fnore importance in the formation of 
the character because they are more pleasing to the 
?iatural disposition, — Verses 18-21. What stubbornly 
opposes good and truth in the soul is to be destroyed 
out of it, — Verses 22, 23. Evils once seen and acknow- 
ledged to be destroyed there and then, and not suffered 
to remain in succeeding states, 

I. TF the Divine Spirit or Influx of good and truth from 
J. heaven be found profaned, perverted, or extinguished 
in the soul in the new states which the Divine Love and 
Wisdom have given thee as thine own in regeneration, 
being destroyed in the external man, and it be not known 
what caused it to perish ; 

2. Then shall the soul, by means of its truths which are 
from good, and the power of judgment in spiritual things 
given it, cohsider the doctrines believed in which are most 
allied to the state in which the Divine Spirit is perceived to 
be quenched in the external man : 

3. And with respect to that doctrine of faith which 
has most affinity with the state in which the Divine 
influence is extmguished, the pniwax'^j vcaSl^'s. \^ ^^'^'?^ 
doctrine shall take of the good oi Oa^ Ti."aX\\x'8\^cc^^^"^^»KXi. 
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is in innocence from riot having yet attracted to the soul 
the falses of faith and evils of self-love by the service of 
lusts ; 

4. And the primary truths of that doctrine agreeing with 
good, together with the good of the natural man which is in 
innocence, shall be brought to a perception of their ignorance 
and obscure state, in which there are naturally no genuine 
truths and goods of faith, and in that state of humiliation the 
soul shall reject all that is evil in the doctrines imbibed into- 
the external memory, and be freed from the evils resulting, 
because the influx from heaven was destroyed through 
ignorance {A. C 9262, see also 8902, 4503) : 

5. And the good desires and aspirations received from 
the Lord both in spiritual and natural things shall be 
more closely adjoined to the interiors of the soul ; for these 
are what minister the things of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom to the soul, and confer upon it the qualities derived 
from the Divine Humanity (the Lord Jesus Christ) ; and by 
perception derived from them shall every difficulty as ta 
doctnne and as to life be decided : 

6. And all the truths derived from good in that doctrine, 
which was allied to the state in which the Divine Influx 
was found extinguished in the soul, shall be purified from 
the guilt of profaning or rejecting Divine truth, being 
expiated by the innocence of ignorance of the extern^ 
i^an: 

7. And through them the soul shall confess and perceive 
that these holy mfluences have not been profaned or extin- 
guished through any intention of the will, nor with the 
knowledge of the understanding. 

8. Be merciful, O Lord, to the regenerating soul which 
Thou hast brought forth from its hereditary evil condition, 
and let not the heinous sin of quenching the Divine Spirit 
which hows from Thee come upon the spiritual man ; and 

the soul shall be delivered from tVve evil that comes from 
the rejection or perversion of Dlvme tmt\v. 
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9. And thus thou shalt be saved from the rejection or 
perversion of the Divine Influx into the soul, when thou 
shalt carry out the Lord's will as far as perception of it is 
given thee. 

\Note (verses 1-9). — From this passage may we not learn 
that the soul will sometimes discover in the course of 
regeneration that all the good that flows in from heaven is 
extinguished by the evil tendencies of the natural man? 
but need not despair ; for is it not warned in the Word 
beforehand that the unregenerate heart is deceitful above 
all things, and desperately wicked ? Only let the regenerat- 
ing be careful that all their powers are directed to guard 
against the tendencies to evil in the external man being 
conjoined to the interior soul, by being embraced by the 
affections, and permitted by the understanding. If the soul 
is in the perception that all good is from the Lord and 
implores His aid, and that all evil is from hell and its own 
perverted tendencies, and desires to shun them ; no evil will 
be imputed to it. (See A, C 10219, 6325, 6203-4). The Lord 
Himself had all the tendencies to evil that we have from His 
Humanity derived from the mother, but as He never per- 
mitted them to be conjoined to Himself by adoption, He 
was without sin, and conjoined this perfected Humanity in 
Himself to the Divinity, which was His interior soul. Thus 
by His conquest over these tendencies to evil the human 
race became conjoined t.o the Divinity, and it is by our 
conquest over these tendencies by the Divine aid thus 
acquired, that we become conjoined to the Divine life — 
that is, saved. (See A, C. 1414, 9452.)] 

10. IF When the soul is remitted into externals to combat 
the evils and falsities which exist in the external mind, and 
the Divine Love and Wisdom have reduced them under 
the power of the regenerate will, and they are under its 
control, 

11. And thou perceivest amongst these extetxv&L ^!cccsns|^ 
now subject to the regenerate wWX, aft^cXXio^^ ^AxJcw^^'^^cos.-^ 
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man, well-pleasing and delightful to the soul, and the soul 
desires these, and to have them adjoined to its life, 

12. These affections shall then be introduced into the 
interiors of the soul by the regenerate will ; and shall there 
be purified from the things belonging thereto, which are 
unclean, and void of spiritual life in externals {A, - C, 

3301); 

13. And all things that were remote from spiritual life 
in these affections shall be put off {A, C, 3703), and they 
shall become more closely conjoined to the regenerate will, 
and shall arrive at a new state in which the evils and 
falsities formerly belonging to that state are buried in 
oblivion (A, E, 555) : and after this these affections maybe 
conjoined to the regenerating soul, the regenerate will 
derived from the Lord will impart its own quality to them, 
and. they will be helpful to the regenerate life. 

14. And it shall be that if these affections cease to be 
delightful and helpful to the regenerating soul, then thou 
shalt relinquish them ; but thou shalt not alienate them 
from spiritual uses to the service of self, thou shalt not 
turn them to selfish and worldly ends, because thou hast 
adjoined them to thy spiritual life. 

\Note (verses 10-14). — Thus, for example, these verses 
seem to teach that when the regenerating soul examines 
the depths of the heart to cast out the evils therefrom; 
many things will be found, such as the desire for wealth, 
worldly position, and so forth, which are not harmful in 
themselves, but only become so when they dominate over 
the spiritual man ; and that these may be adopted by the 
latter, purified from evil and turned to good uses, and thus 
become helpful to regeneration, but they are not necessary 
to spiritual life, and may be relinquished ; but having 
adopted them, they must not be deprived of all that is 
spiritual by being turned exclusively to worldly and selfish 
ends.] 

^S' ^ If the regenerating soul Ivas coiv^civcv^^ \.ci *vl nXv^ 
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affection of good and truth spiritual, and the affection of 
good and truth natural (that is, the affection of doing good 
from really wise principles derived from heaven, which 
are internal and spiritual ; and the affection of doing good 
from the natural disposition or good-nature, as it is c^led, 
which is external), and one is delightful to the will and the 
other is distasteful ; and from both are derived principles 
of life and doctrine in the character, both from the internal 
and the external affection, and those principles which are 
really essential to spiritual life are derived from the affec- 
tion which is distasteful to the will : 

16. Then it shall be that when the soul in the course 
of regeneration begins to acquire goods and truths by 
means of the principles derived from these affec- 
tions, those principles derived from the affection of 
the natural disposition, and which are therefore agreeable 
to the will, must not be put before those derived from 
the affection distasteful to the will, if the latter are per- 
ceived to be the real essential principles of life derived 
from heaven : 

1 7. But those principles which are felt to be of primary 
importance and real truths derived from heaven, even 
though they are repugnant to the natural disposition, must 
be allowed to have a double share in the formation of the 
regenerate character ; for thereby comes the first dawning 
of spiritual life in the soul ; and these principles are given 
to have the primary share in the formation of the regenerate 
character. [Note, — This subject may be further illus- 
trated by the account of Jacob's wives, Rachel and Leah 
(see A. C. 3919), also by the consideration of the conduct 
of parents towards their children, where it would be well- 
pleasing to indulge them, but really wise to correct them; 
— generally to give, from good-nature, people what they 
clamour for is natural, and to give them what is believed 
to be for their good ultimately is s'^\x\\>\?\-— -"asA \.^ ^^s^^ 
the same to the various appetites ^lxiQl ^^^vt^% ^^ ^'^€'s» ^-^'^ 
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mind is to behave with like wisdom towards oneself. (See 
A. C 988, 4992, 5008, 5028, 5032, etc.)] 

18. IT If there be in the mind a stubborn and rebellious 
principle derived from the false doctrines received from 
education, which will not obey the perception given by the 
good and truths of the Church, and when these have done 
everything possible to bring it into conformity, still will not 
obey : 

19. Then shall the regenerating soul by means of the 
goods and truths of the Church lay hold of this stubborn 
principle, and bring it out to light before such truths derived 
from good as exist in the doctrines from which it is derived, 
and to such elementary truths as may exist in the state 
derived from those doctrines. 

20. And by means of the good and truth of the Church 
it shall be made evident to the perception of truth existing 
from that doctrine that the principle is unyielding to the 
influences of good and truth, and opposes them, and 
quenches the Divine Influx in the soul ; and eagerly appro- 
priates evil, and imbibes falses which dissipate true 
wisdom. 

21. Then all that is really good and true in that doctrine 
will combine to destroy that stubborn principle in the 
natural mind by the plain truths of the Word, that it trouble 
the soul no more : thus will evil be removed from the midst 
of the soul ; and all that is spiritual in the soul shall per- 
ceive and obey, and fear to act against the good and 
truth of the Church. (See also A, E, 655.) [Note. — 
This passage (verses 18-21) has relation to the violation 
of truth, as is evident from the signification of stoning 
(see A. C. 5156), and shows that one may judge of 
doctrines by the effect they have on the life ; if they reject 
good influences and lead the soul to love evil or to 
neglect virtue, they must be destroyed ; no matter how 

true they have been deemed, or how much they have been 
cherished by the soul before.] 
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22. IT When there shall be in a man a crime of the judgment 
of deaths and he shall be slain so that thou hang him upon 
w^^^(Swedenborg*s translation). When there shallbefound 
in the soul an evil which ought to be destroyed ; and it is 
seen to induce a state utterly devoid of spiritual life, so that 
it must be rejected as utterly averse to the good of heaven 
and the Church : 

23. Thou shalt not permit any remnant of this evil to 
remain in the proprium through the period of temptation to 
succeeding states of regeneration, but shall entirely reject 
it in the state in which its malignity has been fully perceived 
(for evils that are seen and acknowledged separate the soul 
from all spiritual life if not removed) ; that the holy states be 
not defiled, with which the soul is gifted by the Divine Love 
and Wisdom in regeneration. (See also A. E. 655.) 



CHAPTER XXII. 

erses 1-3. Any affections or principles in the soul which 
have wandered from heavenly order and the life of 
charity are to be brought back as soon as possible* — 
Verse 4. Or if the natural mind is falling away from 
spiritual life, every effort must be made to restore it. — 
Verse 5 . The things favoured by the natural inclination 
to be kept quite distinct from those known to be right, 
— Verses 6, 7. New ideas and truths appearing in the 
rational faculty to be appropriated, but the origin of 
them not to be attributed to self — Verse 8. The will 
must not be allowed to relapse from a state of good to one 
of truth, — Verse 9. Truths derived from other sources 
to be kept distinct from those of the Church accepted 
by the soul. — ^Verses 10-12. The soul cannot be led by 
good as a, primary agent and by truth as a primary agent 
at the same time as the states derived therefrom are 
quite distinct. — Verses 13-21. Examination into the 
affections of the soul as to whether they are good or 
evil, — Verse 22. Any doctrine which perverts the love 
of good to the love of evil to be destroyed. — Verses 23, 24. 
To love falsity when truths are present in the soul is 
grievous sin, andean only be removed by destruction of the 
<>ld tendencies of the will. — Verses 25-27. But falsities 
^^nbraced from inability to understand the truth on 
^Ijccount of the external state of the soul are easily re- 
"** ^ — Versts 28, 29. Imperfect truths, if believed in, 
'!^d out ^ and wilt then be purified.— ^ ^\%^ Tp. 
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To act against the good and truth whereby the soul is 
born again is profanation. 

I. nPHOU shalt not perceive that the love of good either 
X from a natural origin or froin a spiritual origin in the 
soul is wandering from the path of love to the Lord and 
charity to the neighbour, and neglect the perception : the 
interior will must endeavour with all its powers to bring 
them back to heavenly order. 

2. And if the soul be far removed from a state of true 
charity, or in a state of ignorance as to what true charity is, 
thou shalt remain in the desire to bring back all the affec- 
tions into heavenly order, and that desire shall remain in 
the mind till the nature of true charity is perceived, and 
then thou shalt bring all thine affections into conformity 
with it. 

3. And thou shalt do the same with natural truth (or 
science and the love of it); or any external truths; or any 
other principle in the soul which has wandered from true 
charity, and thou perceivest it in the conscience and 
interior will, the perception must not be neglected; but 
everything done to bring back all the faculties into heavenly 
order. 

4. IF Thou shalt not perceive that the truths or love of 
good in the natural mind, which is subordinate to spiritual 
principles, are unable to persevere in the path of duty, and 
neglect the perception, and gloss it over in the mind ; but 
with all thy powers thou shalt endeavour to help them, and 
lift them up to receive life from the spiritual prmciple. 

5. IF The things of the affectional nature or proprium that 
naturally belongs to man must be kept most distinct from 
those of rational wisdom, nor is it according to order for 
the intellect and understanding to adopt truths because 
they are favoured by the natural proprium: for by this 
means the Divine Love and Wisdorcv ^x^ -jcm^xX.^^ Sx'sks^ "^^s^fc 
sou\, [Note,—\\. is by the compVeX.^ ^^c^^x^nKwOc^^^^'^'^^^'^'^ 
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will and intellect that man is capable of regeneration ; for 
by this the understanding can be elevated into a higher 
state than that to which the man belongs, but to which he 
can afterwards attain if he follows the light thus given. (See 
A. C, 875, 927, 1023, 1044, etc.)] 

6. IT If thou shalt find in the path of regeneration new 
developments of rational truths either derived from some 
knowledges or perception which thou hast, or in the natural 
mind receptive of the truths of the Church, either completely 
developed truths or the germs of them, and the state of the 
rational faculties from which these truths or germs of truth 
are developed is also perceived, thou shalt not ascribe to 
thyself this state of the rational faculties and the truths 
developed from it : 

7. Thou shalt be careful to acknowledge that the origin 
of them is not from thyself, and then the truths may be 
adjoined to the life and made use of; that it may be well 
with thy soul, and that thy states in the heavenly life may be 
full and complete. [Note, — Birds denote thoughts, ideas, 
reasonings {A. C Index). They are insinuated into the 
faculties of the soul from the world of spirits. Good 
thoughts are from heaven ; man should make use of and 
appropriate them, but acknowledge they are not from him- 
self.] 

8. IF When thou art gifted with a new regenerate will for 
good, then thou shalt make a guard round about the 
interior states thou shalt then possess, in which love to the 
Lord is the governing principle, that thou bring not the guilt 
of rejecting the Divine influence within thee by allowing any 
principle in the mind to relapse into inferior states and act 
from inferior motives. (See A. C, 10184, 9274 ; Matt. xxiv. 

17.) 

9. IF Thou shalt not commingle with the holy truths of the 

Church which thou hast received and accepted, the ideas 

derived from different and diverse religions ; lest what is 

heaved from these ideas become minted -wV^ii t.\\e ^ood 
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derived from the holy truths of the Church so that they 
cannot be separated, and thus both become defiled (Matt, 
ix. 16, 17). 

10. IF Thou canst not work out thy salvation in the natural 
mind from good and from truth at the same time as 
primary agents (that is to say, either the mind is in the love 
of good from which it selects truths which agree with that 
good ; or else the mind is in the love of truths, and by them 
forms an idea of what is good ; and it cannot be in both 
states at the same time). 

11. The soul must not be clothed with truths from 
diverse origins at the same time ; thus not from those 
derived from the love of good, which is celestial ; and those 
derived from the love of truth, which is spiritual {A, C 
9470). 

\Note (verses 10, 1 1). — These verses also signify that those 
who are in the love of good ought not to regard good and 
truth as separate things ; in fact, to them truth is only truth 
so far as it is good, in its origin, in the end regarded, and 
in its effects. (See A, C 5895.)] 

12. Thus the love of good and the truths developed by it, 
and the love of truth and the affections acquired by it, must 
be arranged with order in the natural mind and due dis- 
crimination made between them. 

13. IF If the understanding, after having been conjoined to 
an affection, come to be at disagreement with it, 

14. And suggest to the mind that it is tainted with false 
principles and altogether of evil quality, and that it ought 
not to have been conjoined to it, as it is an affection of evil 
instead of what is good ; 

\Note (verses 13, 14). — Generally an affection is evil which 
regards the love of self or of the world as of primary im- 
portance ; and it is good if it regard the love of the Lord and 
the good of others as of primary importance.] 

15. Then shall careful incmirY b^icisAfc \s^ "^^ ^::«$sss>:^ 
introductory truths of tVie QvMtOa. SxsXo xisNfc ^xv\N»Js$sfc^ ^ss. 
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good and truth from which the affection originated; these 
shall show whether it was joined to evil or no : \Note, 
— The elders which sit at the gate seem to signify here 
the doctrines which discriminate between the things which 
enter into the mind by examination into the motives from 
which they spring.] 

i6. If it shall be seen from these that the origin of that 
affection was good, and that the understanding perversely 
rejects it ; 

17. And desires to make it appear that the affection 
was impure; and yet it was patent before the primary 
truths of doctrine that the affection was a good and 
holy one, undefiled with the loves of self and of the 
world ; 

18. Then shall the understanding be corrected and 
purified by the primary truths of doctrine ; 

19. And the apparent truths (now proved to be falsities, 
which were against the good affection), must be taken from 
it, and those acceded to which are in conformity with the 
principles of good and truth from which the affection 
originated, because the understanding had suggested to the 
mind that a holy spiritual affection was evil ; and the 
understanding must become conjoined to that affection, and 
may not remove from it through all the states of the 
regenerate life. 

20. But if the thoughts of the understanding are found to 
be correct, and the affection to be defiled with the loves of 
self and of the world ; 

21. Then shall the mind be brought to that state in which 
the affection first left its derivative principles before it was 
accepted by the understanding, and there the affection shall 
be destroyed by the truths of doctrine ; because it has led 
astray the spiritual mind from wisdom by introducing the 
evil loves of self and of the world into the soul so as to 

contaminate the internal will: thus sin and hell will be 
removed from the soul. 
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[Example explanatory ^verses 1 3-2 1 . — These verses may 
be understood by applying them to any virtue and its con- 
trary vice ; thus, take economy and meanness. Supposing 
there is in the character a strong tendency to economize 
which the understanding is inclined to condemn, and 
suggests that it springs from the love of the world, and is 
avaricious, and that it ought not to have such a tendency 
as it is a worldly affection ; then careful inquiry must be 
made by the light of the heart-searching doctrines of the 
New Church into the motives from which the tendency 
originated, which shall be the proof as to whether it is evil 
or no. If these shall prove that the tendency was not 
joined to the love of the world, but was simply prudence 
and frugality, which was irksome to the natural mind, and 
hence its disagreement; then the natural mind must be 
purified, and reject its calumnies, and study to cultivate 
more closely the frugal tendency. But if it appears that 
the tendency arose from a selfish and worldly love, it must 
be destroyed and rooted out of the mind by the truths 
of doctrine, because it would lead astray the soul from 
heaven.] • 

22. IF If what had been considered as spiritual truth in the 
mind is found perverting the affections of the soul, which 
had been fixed on good, to what is evil, then both must be 
destroyed, both the false doctrine which perverted the 
affections, and the love of evil engendered thereby in the 
mind; so shalt thou put away evil from the regenerating 
soul. 

23. IF If the affection of truth in the soul has seen and 
acknowledged the holy truths of the Church and yet 
becomes conjoined to and loves falsity, even in states in 
which the doctrines of the Church are present in the mind 
to show the truth ; 

24. Then the mind must be brought back into that state 
in which the doctrines of the Church were 6x«k\. ^^^^a^^^-* 
and the falsity witli \ts '^etvwXft^ -aSfcCCNss^ -cssbsN. ^^^i^^ 
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destroyed with truths from the Word ; the affection 
because it did not take refuge in the doctrines which had 
been acknowledged, and the falsity because it had drawn 
away the affections of the mind from its love of the holy 
truth of the Church; and thus shall evil be put away from 
the soul. 

2J. IF But if the mind is in an external state, and becomes 
conjoined to falsity (as it were against its will, there being 
no truth at hand to save) ; then that falsity will perish : 

26. .But the will principle has not committed mortal sin ; 
for as when false principles arise and destroy the good of 
the soul (through ignorance) without the consent of the will, 
even so is this matter : 

27. For the soul was in an external condition when it 
was conjoined to the false, and it sought the truth but was 
not able to find it. 

\Note (verses 23, 24). — Thus if falsities are received in the 
soul by the will, or because they are loved ; against the light 
which is present in the mind, from truths which have been 
accepted and believed ; grievous evil is committed, and the 
soul can only be brought back by inversion of the will ; 
but if (verses 25-27) the mind fall into falsities through 
ignorance and inability to see what is true, and not from 
the love of them ; the evil is light and easily removed. (See 
also A, E. 863 ; John ix. 41.)] 

28. IT If an affection of the soul which is ignorant of true 
doctrines of the Church, though in the sincere love of the 
truth, should become conjoined to apparent but not real 
truth, and from inferior motives (which is an illegitimate 
conjunction), and this be perceived; 

29. The false shall be removed as far as possible, and be 
replaced by genuine truth in accordance with the good 
from which the affection for truth was derived ; and this 
truth so purified shall be legitimately conjoined to the 

a^ection of truth in the soul, because it has brought about 
^Ae con/unction of good and ttutVi \tv >iVv^ ^o\\\, vilvvch 
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is the primary of the Church and the principle by which 
regeneration is effected, therefore they cannot be separated 
in the succeeding states of the regenerate life. [Note. — 
Regeneration is effected by carrying out in the life the 
truths which the soul has accepted and believed after having 
arrived at years of maturity, and this forms the marriage 
of good and truth in the soul ; and though the truths are 
imperfect, or were at first adopted from inferior motives, such 
as the fear of punishment, or the hope of advantage either 
in this world or the next, still they are the means by which 
regeneration is effected, and if sincerely believed in, they 
must be followed out throughout the whole regenerate life, 
and what is false and imperfect will be as far as possible 
removed from them.] 

30. IT Beware lest thou profane the love of good, or violate 
the sacred truths whereby thou wast born again. [Note. — 
" The profanation of good is the affection of evils conjoined 
to truths, and the profanation of truths is the conjunction of 
truths with falses " {A. C. 10652). To believe the truth and 
afterwards to deny it ; or to believe and know what is right 
and yet to do what is evil ; or to act apparently sincerely and 
well for the sake of an evil end, is profanation.] 



CHAPTER XXIII. 

Verse i. Those who reject faith and charity cannot enter 
into heaven, — Verse 2. Nor those whose good conduct 
is not from religion but from a spurious origin, — 
Verses 3-6. Nor those principles which falsify truths 
and adulterate goods^for they do not supply the soul 
with true sustenance^ and also endeavour to oppose what 
is truly spiritual, — ^Verses 7, 8. But external religion 
agreeing with internal (or with a life of usefulness for 
a good end) is not to be shunned, — Verse 9. In temp- 
tations it is especially essential to avoid everything 
known to be evil, — Verses 10-14. The soul is remitted 
into external states to be purified from evils, otherwise 
the influences from heaven would be rejected from the 
soul, — Verses 15, 16. The ratio?tal faculty is not to be 
enslaved by spiritual truths, — Verses 17, 18. No love of 
perverting truth, or falsity which denies the Lord and 
the necessity of a good life, shall be permitted to exist in 
the regenerate soul; nor are knowledges acquired for 
evil ends or for vanity acceptable to heaven, — Verses 
19, 20. The spiritual must not do good for the sake of 
reward as aft end — Verses 21-23. Things resolved 
upon as being right, must be acted upon, — Verses 24, 25. 
Good and truth derived from others may be adjoined 
to the soul, but must not be commixed with the good 
developed therein by the Lord in regeneration, 

I. 'T^HOSE who have rejected what relates to faith and 

A charity and the conjunction of them, so that they 

cannot bring forth the fruits of good living from heaven into 

tAeJjfe, cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven (A, C, 2468). 
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, 2. He whose good conduct is not the offspring of 
genuine religion, but is spurious (such as what results &om 
a regard to reputation or some worldly motive), shall 
not enter into heaven till he hath acquired remains (/.^. 
genuine good from the Lord). \Note. — Remains signify all 
the good states, aspirations, and thoughts with which man 
is gifted during the whole of the regenerate life, and which 
are stored up in the interiors of his soul for use, and become 
the medium by which he is saved. (See A. C, Index.)] 

3. Those who have falsified truth and adulterated good 
shall not enter into heaven, because they have no remains of 
genuine good and truth. [Note. — Ammon and Moab are thus 
described in the A. C 2468*: " They in general denote those 
who are principled in external worship, which appears in 
some respect holy, but not in internal worship,* and 
who eagerly embrace as good and true whatever relates 
to external worship, but reject and despise what relates to 
internal worship : such worship and such a religion takes 
especial root in those who are principled in natural good, 
but who despise others in comparison with themselves." In 
the same article, near the end, these verses in Deuteronomy 
are briefly described, and it is shown how if all the good in the 
soul becomes adulterated with evil, and all the truth mixedwith 
falsity, all interior religion is despised and rejected; thus all 
the good stored up by the Lord in the soul is destroyed.] 

4. Because (such principles) do not supply true spiritual 
nourishment of good and truth when the soul leaves natural 
things for the regenerate life ; and because they endeavour 
to pervert knowledges of truth which they suppose favour 
their doctrines, so as to oppose and infest those things in 
the soul which are truly regenerating, and to say that they 
are not from heaven. 

* Internal worship is to carry out the Divine Will, as revealed In the Word 
and the Divine^ Humanity (who is the Word brought forth to view in a Divine 
Person, John i. x, 14, x8), by a life of the highest usefulness thaX ^'^sw \>r. 
attained, see A. C. 7884. 
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5. Nevertheless the Divine Love and Wisdom are not 
diverted from the soul by these efforts of the perverted 
knowledges of good and' truth; and instead of opposing 
they assist the regenerate life, and bring the influx of Love 
and Wisdom from heaven closer to it ; for the Lord 
especially guards and protects the spiritual things received 
from Himself with those who are regenerating. 

6. This external religion without internal does not bring 
true peace or spiritual welfare in any state of the regen- 
erate life. 

7. IF But external religion agreeing with internal is not to 
be shunned; for it is the brother of internal religion : nor are 
its scientifics (or knowledges in the memory) to be shunned; 
for before regeneration the mind dwells amongst scientifics 
^and is kept there) in an external state, to be instructed till 
the time when truths can be implanted in the life. 

8. The truths that proceed from this external religion 
and its scientifics shall be incorporated into the spiritual 
life when fully agreeing with internal truth. 

9. IF When the truths and goods of the soul go forth to 
contend against falses and evils in the life, then be espe- 
cially carefiil to avoid evil in thought, word, and deed. 

10. IF If any principle in the soul has become defiled with 
sin from the impure loves of self and of the world while 
in an obscure state ; the soul is permitted by the Lord to 
lapse into a worldly and external state for a time, and feel 
the loss of happiness which comes from the renyval of 
association with good spirits : 

1 1. And at the close of that state, it is purified by truths ; 
and when the ardour of its selfish affections becomes less 
vehement, it is admitted into a heavenly state again. 

12. In the regenerate life there will be states when the 
soul is not in heavenly affections ; 

13. And by them the evil thoughts and affections of the 
heart wJJl be separated and buried by truth, and left in the 

natural life : 
//. For the Love and Wisdom, pioc^^^vcv^ Ixcrre^. 'OaR. 
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Divine Humanity walk through and survey the affections 
and thoughts of the soul to save what is good, and to 
deliver up to the evil whatever would hurt or destroy the 
soul ; therefore shall thy affections and thoughts be kept 
pure and holy ; for if the impure things proceeding from 
the loves of self and of the world are not removed from 
the soul, the Lord cannot dwell there, and all His holy 
influences would be rejected therefrom. 

1 5. IT Thou shalt not deliver up again to the service of 
falsity and evil, the powers of the rational understanding 
when they have ceased to serve falsities, and have acceded 
to the truths of the Church : 

16. They shall be with the spiritual things of the soul, 
and be incorporated with them amongst the external truths, 
which are serviceable to introduce good into the mind, 
where they shall be in freedom, and be allowed free play; 
and shall not be oppressed by dogmatism. 

17. IT No love of falsifying and perverting truths shall be 
permitted to exist amongst the affections for truth in the soul; 
nor shall any falses proceeding from self-love, which deny the 
Humanity of the Lord and the life of charity proceeding from 
Him, be permitted to exist amongst the truths of the Church 
{A, C. 2350-2354). 

18. The knowledges acquired by the perversion or 
falsification of spiritual truth, or by the mere cupidity of 
knowledges derived from vanity of learning, shall not be 
presented before the Divine Humanity, which is the temple 
of the Divine Love and Wisdom, as acceptable worship or 
desires after genuine good ; for both these do but tend to 
utterly avert from the soul the Love and Wisdom which 
flow from Him. 

19. IT Amongst those who are spiritual, the works of 
charity must not be performed for the sake of reward as 
an end — whether it be the impartation of knowledges, or of 
the good derived from them, or of aIv^^^\\xv'^m^^^^Ocw^:iwe^^ 
any expectation of reward either \ti ^^\^ -w^^xV^ ^"t '^^^^'^^^ 

20, -Amongst those who aTeex\eTtv2\/\X\^^^'^:'«^'^^'^ ^ 
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good for the sake of reward ; but not amongst those who 
are internal or spiritual: for it is by doing good without expec- 
tation of reward that the Divine Love and Wisdom become 
conjoined to the soul in all its efforts after holiness, which 
will then be attained in those heavenly states to which the 
soul is being led. 

21. IT When a line of conduct or thought about religious 
matters has been confirmed in the mind as being in 
accordance with the Divine Love and Wisdom, and becomes 
a deliberate intention (as the right thing to do) ; it is neces- 
sary to act upon it without delay : it becomes a matter of 
conscience and duty, and it would be sin to neglect it. 

22. But if it has not been confirmed into deliberate 
intention, that is, if the mind is not fully resolved that it is 
right, it is not binding. 

23. Whatever has been fully intended must be performed 
with a willing mind according to the full import of what has 
been deliberately resolved on as the right thing to do, 
and as being in accordance with the Divine will. 

24. IT " Every one associating with others who are of a 
different doctrine and religion may learn and accept their 
goods of charity ; but not imbibe them or conjoin them to 
his own truths. (A vineyard, as it denotes the Church, 
denotes where there is doctrine or religion ; grapes are 
the goods of charity ; a vessel is the truth of the Church.) " 
{A, C. 51 17.) 

25. So also when thou comest amongst the natural goods 
that have been developed from others of different religious 
creed, it is allowable to make use of the good scientifics 
which gave birth to those goods as external truths under 
the power of spiritual truth ; but it is not allowable to imbibe 
them and make them thine own, as the goods with 
which the Lord has endowed thine own soul by the 
separation of good and evil within thee in regeneration. 

fA^/f. — Standing corn denotes the truth of good and 
/a/t/, jn conception, (See also A, C. S'2\2.>>\ 



CHAPTER XXIV. 

Verses 1-4. When the things loved do not accord with the 
things believed to be right in the soul, it w in a state 
analogous to divorce, and the things so loved by the 
external man and believed to be wrong must not becon- 
joined to the interior will. — Verse 5. When the under- 
standing of truths is conjoined to its corresponding 
affection, a state of peace ensues, — Verse 6. No one is to 
be deprived of the truths of doctrine they live by, — Verse 
7. Anything that perverts spiritual goods and truths 
to worldly uses is to be destroyed. — Verses 8, 9. Caution 
against the danger of profanation, — Verses 1013. In 
imparting trutns the endeavour should be made to 
enable others to see from themselves, and not to force 
upon them onis own view. — Verses 14, 15. Those who 
do good from inferior motives are not to be deprived of 
them. — Verse 16. Evil does not condemn till tt is made 
a matis own by consent of the will and of the under* 
standin^. — Verses 17, 18. External things are not to 
be despised, for the whole soul was in externals till 
redeemed thence by the Lord, — Verses 19-22. The soul 
must not return from states of good to the states of 
truth by which the former were gained, and which are 
for those still striving to reach themj a state of truth 
is one of bondage compared to a state of good, 

I. A 17 HEN the interior understanding of truth or per- 

V V ception of good m iVve ^Ci>3\ \va& 'Cca^-^^ Ns:^ 
obscurity become conjoined to sorcva ^x^^ox^'mc^. -^^^^^"^ 
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of performing uses in the life from the will-principle so 
that they have made a one; and it comes to pass that 
the understanding loses all delight in this affection because 
some difference of inclination (or supposed taint of evil in 
the latter) is discovered — that is to say, the things loved by the 
will do not agree with the highest perceptions of the under- 
standing — it is provided that there should be a complete and 
absolute separation between the things believed in and 
thought to be right by the understanding and the things loved 
by the will ; and the latter are separated from the interior 
mind, and have complete freedom from its perceptions : 

2. And when they are separated from the interior mind, 
which is under the government of the perception of good, 
or interior understanding of truth, they can become con- 
joined to other principles in the soul which will operate 
with them — that is to say, the uses performed by the will 
are done from other motives than because they accord 
with the highest perceptions of right. 

3. But if the latter principles separate from that affection, 
and become completely removed from it, and leave it free, 
or if they perish out of the mind after having been con- 
joined to that affection with delight — that is, if uses are 
performed simply from necessity or from some selfish 
motive, and not with the co-operation of any of the truths 
or perceptions of duty in the soul — 

4. Jt is not lawful for the interior understanding of truth, 
or perception of right and wrong which had removed that 
affection from it, again to take it into the interior soul after 
that it has been clearly perceived to be discordant, and to be 
defiled with evil motives ; for this would be to act against 
the conscience, and mix good and evil in the soul, and so 
cause all the influx from the Lord to be averted from the 
soul ; and would bring evil upon all the states with which 

tJie Divine hove and Wisdom desire to gift the soul, as its 
P^^' [^^/e. — For this would be lo exvdeavour to serve 
'^oth God and JVfammon at the same time. Ya\\\^x \X\^ ^ciQ\ 



^ 



—24.6. STUDY OF DEUTERONOMY, 153 

uses which a man performs act with and are performed 
from his religious convictions (in which case the soul is 
married), or they are divorced — that is, outside the real 
character altogether: that this last is an imperfect state, 
and called hardness of heart, is evident from Matt. xix. 3-12, 
which is explained in detail in A, E. 710. It is there shown 
that in the marriages in the heavens, the understanding of 
truth or perception of good must be united with the affec- 
tion which corresponds with it, nor can it be united 
with any other (see also Mark xii. 25). And that a 
man should leave that evil and falsity which he has here- 
ditarily from education or religion and become conjoined 
to the affection which corresponds to his perception, 
and these two will then act as a one (Matt. xix. 5, 6). 
And that this love of doing uses in accord with the per- 
ceptions of duty must never be put away unless it is seen 
to proceed from evil motives, and thus become an affec- 
tion of evil and falsity (verse 9). In verse 12 are 
described those who are unwilling to be conjoined to the 
affection of evil, whereby the understanding of good and 
truth would be perverted or dissipated ; and by no means 
contains any disapproval of natural marriage corresponding 
to heavenly marriage — that is to say, where the reminine 
affection of good corresponds exactly with the masculine 
perception of good. But see the detailed explanation at 
No. 710 A. e!\ 

5. IT When any perception of good or truth becomes con- 
joined to its corresponding affection of doing good in any 
state of the soul, temptations cease, and there is no more 
labour ; and the soul enjoys a period of heavenly peace in 
that state in which the newly-acquired love of good uses 
finds its ability to act from the perception of good to which 
it is joined. 

6. IT No one is to be deprived of the truths of doctrines 
they live by; for this is to deprive \.Vvev».^S. 'Ct^^ \s«a2cs& ^ 
regeneration. (See A. C. 9213.') 
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7. IT If any principle or faculty of the soul alienates 
spiritual truths by making them subservient to worldly 
ends ; this principle must be destroyed as a thief of the real 
goods x)f the soul ; and thus will evil be removed from the 
regenerate life. 

8. IT Take heed and beware of the danger of profanation 
or of sinning against knowledge, and watch diligently 
against it, and do everything that good from the Lord and 
the truths that minister thereto shall teach thee ; as directed 
by perception or conscience through the Word to the soul, 
to avoid it. [Note. — The directions about cleansing from 
leprosy are given in Lev. xiii., xiv., and refer in general to 
discriminations between profanation from ignorance, and 
profanation after faith and acknowledgment; and to the 
cleansing of the soul that is necessary to remove it ; that 
it must be apparently from one's selfhood, though in 
reality from the Lord ; that it must be full and complete, 
till horror is excited by evil, and till evils are driven without 
the soul by serious repentance, and till genuine truths are 
implanted. To simulate a good life in externals, and to 
will evil internally, is profanation. (See A. E. 1045-1064.) 

9. Remember how it has happened that even the good 
of faith itself has become profaned during the progress of 
regeneration in the soul by rejecting the influx of the 
Divine Love and Wisdom. (The good of faith is the affec- 
tion of doing good acquired by truths ; it is profaned 
when applied to self-aggrandizement, as in Miriam's case.) 

10-13. ^ (Trans, from A, C, 9213.) — 10. If thou lendest any- 
thing to thy companion^ thou shalt not enter into his house to 
take a pledge, 1 1 . Thou shalt stand without; but the man to 
whom thou hast lent shall bring a pledge without, 1 2. If he be 
a fieedy man, thou shalt not lie in his pledge. 13. Restoring^ 
thou shalt restore to him the pledge, near the setting of the 
sun, that he may lie in his garment, and he may bless thee, 
^^^^f // sAa// ^e justice before thy God. " That the creditor 
should stand without, and the pledge sVioxA^ \i^ Xitovvi^N. 
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forth to him, signifies how reply is to be made to truths com- 
municated, for by lending is signified the coiiimunication of 
truth, and by taking a pledge the reply. That these things 
are signified no one can know but from such things as are 
doing in the other life, thus unless he knows what it is to 
enter into the house, and what it is to stand abroad, and 
thus what it is to bring forth abroad. They in the other 
life, who enter into the house of another, and discourse 
together in one chamber, so communicate their thoughts 
with all who are there that they know no other than that 
they themselves think those things from themselves ; but 
if they^stand abroad, in this case indeed the thoughts are 
perceived, but as from another, and not from themselves. 
This happens every day in the other life ; wherefore they 
who are of one opinion, or of one sentiment, appear to- 
gether in one house, and especially if in one chamber of 
the house ; and when the same dissent, then they are 
parted asunder from the eyes of those who dissent. Such 
appearances are continually and everywhere presented in 
the other life. The reason is, because parity of thoughts 
conjoins and causes presence, for thought is inte'rnal sight, 
and distances of places in the other life are not as in the 
world. Hence it is evident what is meant by not entering 
into the house, but standing abroad and taking a pledge, 
namely, that is not to bind or inflame another to confirm 
his own truths, but to hear and apprehend the answers, 
such as they are, in himself; for he who binds and inflames 
another to confirm his own truths, causes the other not to 
speak or think from himself, but from him ; and when any 
one thinks or speaks from another, the truths appertaining 
to him are disturbed, and yet he is not amended ; unless 
in the case of such a one as is yet ignorant of those truths. 
From these considerations it is further manifest that in all 
the things of the Word there are things which correspond 
to such as are in the spiritual world" (^A, C. '^t.x'^'^ 
12, 13, These words also s\gtv\i^ \!tv2X ^Oc^c^'sft. ^^^sNSi -asfc*^ 



IS6 STUDY OF DEUTERONOMY. 24- 14— 

external truths or rituals of worship are not to be deprived 
of them; and if they have been removed, they should be 
restored before they enter into their obscure state caused 
by external loves, for they are their only means of attaining 
spiritual life in that state. 

14. \ Those (principles or persons) who do good for the 
sake of reward are not to be oppressed (or discouraged) in 
their behef, if they acknowledge the good to be done by 
the Lord's help, and not by themselves alone ; whether they 
be in internal truths, or those who desire to be instructed 
in the external and introductory truths of the Church. 

15. In this state the expectation of reward is not to be 
taken from them, otherwise, when they come to an obscure 
state caused by external loves and anxieties, their love of 
good and Jtruth might perish; for they are in an external 
state, and this is their only motive to good ; and if deprived 
of it, they might lose their faith and trust in the Lord, and 
fall into sin. 

16. The desire to do good is not to be condemned 
because what is evil or mistaken may proceed from it ; nor 
are truths themselves to be condemned (jfer se) though they 
may be professed and cherished from an imperfect motive : 
guilt is imputed to man when it proceeds from the will 
and understanding together, and is made his own by actual 
commission. 

17. IT Be careful not to weaken external things which 
desire to be brought into conformity with spiritual; or those 
which are consistent with truth but without spiritual good ; 
or to take away by any manner whatsoever the external 
truths of those who are in good, but without genuine 
truths : 

18. It must be ever present in the thought of the re- 
generate that spiritual truths in themselves are but 
scientific knowledges, subservient to worldly loves in the 
natural state of the mind, till the soul is brought out of 

^" external (to a spiritual) state by X\ie 'D'wm^ \-on^ ^xA 
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Wisdom ; hence is the Divine law that external truths ar6 
not to be despised, for they all may conduce to good (as 
explained in the preceding verses). 

19. IT When the soul is advancing from a state of truth to 
a state of good, and has become less occupied about 
doctrines ; the soul must not return to its former state for 
the sake of these doctrines : they are for those who are 
still learning the truth, or who are being led by truth to the 
life of good, or for those who are in truth and not yet in 
good; that thou mayest be gifted by the Divine Love and 
Wisdom with a celestial proprium, or a new will for good 
as if from thyself. 

20. Or when thou art advancing to a state of love to the 
Lord thou shalt not return to the states by which thy 
perception of this state was formed ; they are for those who 
are still learning, or are being led towards them, or desire 
them, but have not yet attained them. 

21. Or when thou art advancing to a state of spiritual 
love (and the goods of charity) thou shalt not return to 
a state of spiritual truth with the idea of increasing such 
goods ; that state is for those who are still learning, or are 
being led towards spiritual good, or desire but have not 
yet attained it. 

22. And remember that a state of truth is a state of 
bondage as compared with that of good, from which thou 
hast been brought by the Lord in regeneration ; therefore 
is this command not to return to it. (Matt. xxiv. 16-18.) 



CHAPTER XXV. 

Verses 1-3. The perception of right to be rigidly followed 
in choosing the right and rejecting the evtl path, and 
erring faculties in the soul will be abased, but not fnore 
than is necessary for amendment, — Verse 4. External 
goods are themselves recruited by ministering to others 
which are more interior, — Verses 5-10. The good for- 
merly done from external motives to be adopted and 
refined by spiritual motives, and that which exists only 
in thought, and persistently refuses to flow forth into 
act, to be rejected as useless, — Verses 11, 12. The inclin- 
ations of the proprium are not to be allowed to avert 
the decisions of the spiritual mind in deciding between 
good and evil, and truth and falsity, — Verses 13-16. 
The principles and rules of right and wrong must not 
be altered as worldly ends dictate, but what is believed 
to be right must be followed, or the heavenly life will 
be rejected, — Verses 17-19. The evil which those prin- 
ciples which compromise with evil bring upon the 
soul must be ever borne in mind, and as the soul 
obtains rest from its enemies such principles must be 
utterly destroyed, 

I. TF there be any doubt oir dispute in the mind as to 
A whether a principle be good or evil, or true or 
false, and the endeavour is made by the soul to ascertain 
the truth by such truths and perceptions which it has, and 
by interiorly inquiring of the Lord; be careful to receive 
the principle approved, and reject that condemned by the 
inward dictate given thee. 
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2. And if the thing thought about be determined to be 
evil or false, it shall be abased in the interiors of the mind 
by the truths and perceptions of good which are there, 
and kept down and punished according to its malignity as 
much as is required. 

3. The visitation of the evil and false shall be full and 
complete, but shall not be carried beyond what is necessary, 
lest good and truth should also be destroyed. [Note, — 
From this passage we may learn that no punishment is 
permitted by the Lord except what is necessary to restrain 
evil and develop good.] 

4. IT It is a law of order that when external good is 
engaged in preparing good for the internal man during 
regeneration, it also should become recruited with good 
itself. (In rendering a service to another, good also 
accrues to him who serves.) 

5. IT If there are two kindred and associated goods ^such 
as spiritual and natural good, which are brethren), ana one 
of them perish without leaving spiritual offspring, the 
truths associated with the lost good must not be alienated 
from the soul ; but be cherished by the kindred good which 
shall be conjoined with them, so as to develop fresh goods 
and truths in the soul therefrom. [Note, — Thus in 
regeneration- those who have formerly acted from merely 
natural good come at length to see that natural good is 
not real good, and it perishes ; but the good deeds and 
thoughts associated with it must by no means be omitted 
but be done in the future with more judgment from a 
superior and spiritual motive. (Natural good is that of 
good-nature, as it is called, the natural disposition that one 
has to please others.)] 

6. And it shall be that the good and truth that result 
from this union will derive their quality from the lost good, 
so that its peculiar characteristics will not be put out from 
the soul. (Thus natural good will remalxv vcv ^^^fc. 'sssSs^ 
purified and refined by influx from s\i\TSx>\"8i\ ^^^^>i 
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7. But if the kindred good be unwilling to be conjoined 
to the truth of the lost good — i,e. if spiritual good be un- 
willing to flow forth and manifest itself in the natural life — 
let natural truth appeal to the primary doctrines of the 
Church relating to the state of communication between the 
spiritual and natural mind, as to the fact that spiritual good 
refuses to perform deeds of natural charity, and to flow 
forth into the natural life. 

8. Then inquiry shall be made into this thing by the 
primary doctrmes of good and truth; and if it appear 
that the spiritual good will not flow forth into the natural 
life; 

9. Then shall this apparent good be rejected from the 
interiors by natural truth, under the guidance of the 
wisdom of the Church, as something that has no connec- 
tion with practical life ; and thus all apparent good shall 
be spurned and rejected that will not flow forth into deeds 
of charity, and become conducive to mutual love in the 
outer life. 

10. And its quality shall afterwards be accounted useless 
in the spiritual life, and an apparent good that has no con- 
nection with progress in regeneration. (It is a law of the 
spiritual life that all good that exists merely in thought, and 
is not brought out into the life when occasion presents itself, 
is dissipated from the mind — that is, if the opportunity was 
fully perceived, and rejected from aversion in the will.) 

11. IT When there is a division in the soul as to what is 
good or evil, or true or false, and the proprium or natural 
inclination, which is one with the evil qf the soul, approaches 
to avert the decisions of the spiritual mind from condemn- 
ing evil, withholding it by applications to the interior 
springs of hereditary evil which exist in the soul ; 

12. Thou shalt destroy the power of the natural pro- 
prium, which inclines to evil ; it must not be favoured or 

regarded by interior wisdom. 
J^J. f Thou shalt not have m lYviive mXeUect diverse prin- 
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ciples of good and evil (to be brought forth as worldly ends 
dictate). 

14. Thou shalt not have in thy will diverse principles of 
what is true or false. 

15. But thou shalt endeavour to have and to conform 
thy life to a perfect and just rule of what is good or evil, 
and a perfect and just rule of what is true or false ; that 
thou mayest be led along the path of Divine Providence to 
those blessed states in heaven which the Divine Love and 
Wisdom seek to give thee as thine own. 

16. For all that have such diverse principles, and all 
that swerve in the least from what they believe to be the 
strict path of equity and righteousness, avert themselves 
from the Divine Love and Wisdom, and prevent the good 
from flowing into them that they would otherwise have 
received. {Note, — To have right principles, but when 
temptation comes to think there is no harm in acting in 
a doubtful manner just this once, saying to oneself that the 
conduct will be more strict than ever afterwards ; is to have 
two weights, a great and a small, and two measures, a 
great and a small.] 

17. IT Bear constantly in mind what false principles about 
evil (that it is allowable) have done to the soul in its spirit- 
ual progress, when it had already advanced from a natural 
state. 

18. How they come upon the soul when progressing in 
the spiritual life, and destroy those principles not fully 
confirmed in good, and those that are wavering, when weak 
and worn with temptation ; and how they destroy the holy 
fear of committing evil, which should be ever present in the 
soul. 

19. Therefore it is a duty, when the Divine Love and 
Wisdom have given rest to the soul by reducing to 
obedience all the evils of the natural mind, when the soul 
begins to inherit the new life of good received as vt^ cswc^ 
from the Divine Love and Wisdom, \)^^\. fe^s*^ Y^>«^s^:^^^ 

1. 
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this nature, which compromise with evil, must be utterly 
rooted out of the interiors of the mind; and their evil 
equalities constantly borne in mind. [Note. — Amalek 
signifies a people that licks up and takes away all. Temp- 
tations are an opportunity given by the Lord to obtam 
some virtue by resisting the contrary vice. If the oppor- 
tunity is missed, the good intended for the soul is lost. 
The Lord cannot gift the soul with good except it will as 
of itself resist evil and do good when opportunity comes.] 



CHAPTER XXVI. 

Verses i - 1 1 . When the soul has received a new will capable 
of acting out with joy the requirements of Divine order; 
it shad ascribe with thankfulness all things to the 
Lord, and shall acknowledge the wisdom of the dealings 
of Providence. — Verses 12-15. -And when all the good 
in the soul is ascribed to the Lord, and the perception 
of right given from Him implicitly followed, the soul 
may ask for and receive the new life promised in the 
Word to those who follow the Divine leadings. — Verses 
16-19. ^^ l^i^ ^l^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ ^^ betrothed to heaven by 
the keeping of the Divine commands. 

I. AND it shall be that when the regenerating soul has 
l\. come into the state of heavenly order with which 
the Divine Love and Wisdom desire to gift it as its own, 
and possesses a new will-principle for good derived from 
heaven, and dwells constantly in it ; 

2. Then thou shalt take of the holy affections and 
thoughts in the natural mind which thou shalt see are 
produced from that state into which the Divine Love and 
Wisdom have brought thee, and shalt store them in the 
new regenerate will or proprium in the external mind, which 
is perceptive of joy from Divine good, and shalt advance 
to those states upon which the Divine Love and Wisdom 
have impressed the. qualities derived from the Lord's 
Divine Humanity. 

3. And thou shalt come to the celestial ^<i^4^Vv^>s» 
derived from these states, and sVva\\. vcv \}cv^\s\. ^Oex^^'^^^'i? 
with thankfulness the goodness and Vv&doxcv qSw "Ccv^ ^-^s^ *» 



S5fc. 
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and that thou art come into the state promised thee in all the 
previous struggles of the soul that thou shouldest possess 
It. {Note, — Whatever happiness the soul may have pro- 
mised itself, or imagined (that is really good and unselfish), 
it is to be believed that the reality will exceed it eventually 
if the leadings of Providence are followed.] 

4. And thou shalt dedicate, by means of the good where- 
with thou art endowed, the new regenerate will that has been 
given thee in the external man, with all that is therein, and 
all the worship that proceeds therefrom, entirely to the ser- 
vice of the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

5. And thou shalt confess before the Lord thy God and 
acknowledge that the beginning of thy regenerate life was 
but a few knowledges of good and truth ready to perish, 
and these degenerated to mere scientifics, amongst which 
few truths were left — that is to say, all religion consisted in 
a mere system of dogmas not understood, — and that thou 
wast in that state instructed in genuine truths grounded in 
good, full of power to gift the soul with true charity, and 
mighty against falsities and immensely increased : 

6. And the scientifics of perverted religion (or the 
system of dogmas passing current for religion) were inimical 
to real truth, and harassed the mind, and brought it into a 
state of slavery — that is, truths werfe subservient to dogma : 

7. And when the soul besought the Lord, who is Love 
itself and Wisdom itself, and who has always given the 
knowledges and light of truth to those who seek Him ; its 
desires were heard, and the difficulties and struggles and 
oppressions induced by falsities perceived ; 

8. And the Lord delivered what was spiritual in the 
soul from the false persuasions, which prevented its deliver- 
ance from the evils of the natural unregenerate heart,* by His 

* The regeneration of the soul being solely effected by carrying out the 

Divine wiJJ in the life, any doctrines which make salvation to consist in any- 

thing else, such as, in any particular doctrine, creed, church, or ceremonial ; 

^^^ ^/sieies, which bar the very commcucemeTnX. oi \.Vvt xt^ttvetate life, by 

enslaving the only principles that can effect xesexvexaxXotv. 
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Divine Omnipotence, and the manifest- workings of Provi- 
dence, and a mighty influx of truth, whereby falsities were 
dissipated, accompanied by many and clear proofs to the 
mind: 

9. And hath brought the soul to its present state, and 
given it the power to receive the things of the heavenly 
kingdom, full of good derived from genuine truths, and the 
happiness thence resulting. 

10. And the soul shall then ascribe to the Lord the good 
of the new will given in that state, and shall acknowledge 
that it is given by the Lord out of pure mercy ; and thou 
shalt place thy newly-acquired spiritual life entirely in the 
hands of the Divine Love and Wisdom, which shall be 
ever regarded in the first place, and shall be supremely 
worshipped. 

11. And thou shalt rejoice in all the good things with 
which the Divine Love and Wisdom have endowed thee, 
and the faculties receptive of good in the soul, both thy 
new will, which is thy new self, and all the desires to 
receive true usefulness and wisdom from heaven which are 
in the mind. 

12. IT When thou hast devoted all thou hast to the Lord to 
the full, and acknowledged that all things are from Him, and 
hast thereby recruited the holy desires which thou hast 
from heaven, and all those faculties in the mind which seek 
for knowledge, or that desire to be led by good, or which 
are in good and desire truth, that they may be nourished 
in the external mind and be satisfied ; 

13. Then shalt thou acknowledge before the Divine Love 
and Wisdom, and say, What is holy in my mind is not in 
the least from myself; and the contmual sustaining of the 
holy principle of love, and of the external principles that 
desire instruction, and of all those faculties within the mind 
that desire good and truth, is also from the Lord, and is 
solely maintained by perception given f\:otcv.\\\\s^.^'^^^^'^^$>s^5^ 
to all that IS written in His'Wotd-, Wv^^ ^tA^w^^^^^^^"^ 
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to act contrary to the perception given me by the Lord, 
nor to obscure it: 

14. I have not appropriated what is of the Lord to 
myself in times of deprivation of truth, nor taken thereof 
for worldly use, nor turned thereof to evil: I have 
endeavoured to obey the dictates of the Divine Love and 
Wisdom as given in the Word and the conscience, and have 
endeavoured to conform my life to what I know to be right. 

15. Pour down Thine influx of good and truth from Thy 
Divine Humanity, which is the source of all good, and bless 

■ the soul which Thou hast regenerated, and the new life which 
Thou hast given it, according to Thy promises in previous 
states, a life abounding with good derived from genuine 
truths, and with the happiness thence derived. 

16. IT In this state it is doubly essential to conform the life 
to the laws of heaven proceeding from the Divine Love and 
Wisdom both as to external and internal things; and it 
is necessary that they should permeate and influence the 
whole will and understanding. 

17. For in this state the soul is betrothed to the Lord, 
and there is a holy desire to be conjoined to Him and to 
be led by Him, and to conform the life to His laws and His 
commandments, to attend to every perception of His will, 
and to obey Divine truth in all things : yNote. — The voice 
of Jehovah denotes the Word itselfj the doctrine of faith, 
the conscience or internal animadvertence : the voice of 
Jehovah is Divine truth {A. C. Index).] 

18. And the Lord betrothes the soul to Himself in that 
state, and it becomes more immediately conjoined to Him, 
according to His promises in the Word, to enable it to 
conform the life to His will ; 

19. And to lead it towards interior things and to the 
highest good of which it is capable, and towards real and 

essential truth and a life derived therefrom, and towards 
true Jove; that it may receive tbe good "wVvlebi flows in from 
^e Divine Love and Wisdom W\l^o\i\. adrcvvYAMx^ vrvjCcv. ^n^ 
^^ in the Word. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Verses i-8. The Divine commands to be engraved on the 
will^ which is to be entirely at the disposal of the Divine 
will in the.regenerate state. — Verses 9,10. The Divine 
law to be entirely obeyed. — Verses 11 -13. Enumera- 
tion of the principles which confer happiness on the soul 
and of those which warn it of its evils, — Verses 14-26. 
Things which curse the soul, that is, destroy its spirit- 
ual life by averting from it the influences from heaven, 

I. A^^ Divine truth as well as all the truths of wisdom 
ijL teach those who are in the Church to keep all the 
commandments of the Word and perceptions of the Divine 
will which they have in this state. 

2. And when thou shalt pass from an external to an 
internal state, which is the kingdom of heaven within thee, 
which the Divine Love and Wisdom will give thee, then 
shall truths derived from good be firmly established in the 
mind, and cemented and joined together by the principle of 
love : 

3. And the Word of the Lord shall be engraved upon 
thine heart when thou art regenerated, in order that thou 
mayest be prepared to receive the heavenly kingdom with- 
in thee, with which the Divine Love and Wisdom will 
endow thee, abounding with celestial spiritual things, and 
with abundance of happiness and delights thence derived ; 
according to the confirmed purpose of the Divine Love 
and Wisdom, which have beetv tVi^ ^v^'^ ^1 ^5^ ^^c>:i!^ >s* 
spiritual within thee in every prev\OMS ^XaXft. 



V 
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4. Therefore when thou hast entered into the enjoyment 
of internal things, thou shalt firmly establish in the mind 
the Divine truths which are now received, grounded in the 
principle of love to the Lord, and the holy fear of commit- 
ting sin (see verse 13) against Him, and prepared to receive 
the impress of the Divine will (see verse 8). 

5. And thou shalt sanctify all thou hast to the Divine 
Love and Wisdom by these truths received from heaven : 
thou shalt not mix with them anything of human science 
or invention. 

6. But thy sanctification must be by pure and simple 
truths received from the Divine Love and Wisdom; by 
wl\ich thou shalt offer up all thou hast and art to the 
service of the Divine Love and Wisdom from pure love to 
them: 

7. And thou shalt entirely submit thyself to Divine 
Providence, and shalt receive good from heaven, and rejoice 
in the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

8. And upon all the principles of thy mind thus prepared 
to receive them, shall be indelibly written the Divine will 
from the precepts of the Word. 

9. IT And the Divine Word, and all the good received from 
heaven, and the truths that minister thereto in the soul, 
teach all those who are regenerating, saying. Take heed 
and hearken, O regenerating soul ; thou art now become 
receptive of Divine Love and Wisdom. 

10. Thou shalt therefore scrupulously conform thy life to 
what thou believest to be right, and to the perception of the 
Divine will which thou hast in this state from the Word 
both in internal and external things. 

11. IT And it is impressed from the Divine Word upon 
those who are regenerating in this state, 

12. That the following principles will be present in the 
Interiors of the soul to bless it when it is come to an intemsU 

state : Faith in the will (Simeon), sp\i\\.M2\ 2ltv^ xKM\>aal 
A7n? or charity (Levi), and celestial \ove o\ \w^ X.Q >iJck^ 
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Lord (Judah) ; the hope of salvation (Issachar), and the 
conjunction in the mind of celestial, spiritual, and natural 
things (Joseph and Benjamin) ; [Note, — The soul is in an 
internal state when it loves and desires above all things the 
Lord's will and the good of others. It is in an external 
state when its affections are engaged about selfish and 
worldly things.] 

13. And these are the principles which will be present in 
the interiors of the soul to warn it of what averts from 
heaven and to contend with evil : Faith in the understand- 
ing, which shows what is evil (Reuben); belief in the omni- 
potence of God and His power to overcome evil (Gad), 
and in eternity and eternal happiness (Ashur); a per- 
ception of the necessity of the conjunction of good and 
truth in the interiors and in the natural life, and of victory 
in temptations (Zebulon, Dan, and Naphtali). 

[Note (verses 12, 13). — The names of the twelve sons of 
Israel represent all things of love and faith, and are 
mentioned in various orders according to the subject 
treated of (see A, C. 3862). In these two verses, those which 
relate more particularly to love and the will are mentioned 
in verse 12 for blessing the people; and those which relate 
more particularly to truth and the intellect are mentioned 
in verse 13 for cursing. Thus in the regenerate soul it is 
the love of what is good and true that upholds, blesses, and 
gives hope and consolation; and it is the truths in the 
understanding that warn and fight against evil.] 

14. IT And all the truths that lead to good in the soul shall 
teach and convince the understanding of those regenerating 
with clear and unmistakable perception as follows : 

15. It curses the soul and utterly averts from heaven to 
fabricate doctrines from self-intelligence or the depraved 
will, which have nothing to db with and are diametrically 
opposed to what comes from the Divine, however tmiclxOas?^ 
may artfully counterfeit what is ^ood ^xv^\.x^^fc^'«s^Ss.^^^^^ 

in which is carefully concealed m vVe vkccvo'sX. x^^^'s.^^^ ^sv 
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the soul ; and the whole mind must be brought to see and 
perceive that this is so. 

16. It curses the soul and averts from heaven to despise 
the good and truth by which the soul is born again ; and 
all the mind must be brought to assent. 

17. It curses the soul and averts from heaven to set up 
a wrong standard of good and evil derived from the desire 
to please self at the expense of the neighbour — that is, 
usefulness ; — and all the mind must assent that this is so. 

18. It curses the soul and averts from heaven for the 
understanding, when enlightened, to favour evil and to 
lead out of the path of rectitude the natural inclinations 
which cannot distinguish between good and evil; and all 
the mind shall assent. 

19. It curses the soul by averting it from heaven for 

the understanding, when enlightened, to favour evil by 

perverting the judgment of those faculties in the soul 

which desire instruction, or those which desire good but 

have not attained it, or of those which are in good and 

seek for genuine truths but have not yet found them ; and 

all the mind must be brought to assent. {Note. — When 

the understanding is enlightened to know what is right, 

the responsibility comes upon the interior will not to allow 

the other faculties of the mind to lapse into error. About 

the words sojourners, orphans, and widows, so frequently 

occurring in the books of Moses; Swedenborg gives this 

explanation va A. C, 9200 : These three, when they are 

thus named together, fall into one sense with the angels, 

namely, into this, that with those who are in the Church 

grood and truth ought to be conjoined according to order, 

thus reciprocally truth with good and good with truth ; for 

.^y a sojourner are meant those who are willing to be 

instructed in such things as are of the Church ; by widows, 

^ne conjunction of good with tmth ; and by orphans, the 
^^twcdon of truth with good, which conjunction is 
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20. It curses the soul by averting from heaven to conjoin 
the doctrine of truth with the practice of evil, which is foul 
profanation (see A. C 6348) ; for thereby the hereditary evil 
which exists in the soul is called forth and conjoined to the 
life ; and all the mind shall assent. 

21. It curses the soul by averting it from heaven to 
conjoin the doctrine of truth with any kind of evil lust ; and 
all the mind shall assent. 

22. It curses the soul by averting it from heaven, and is 
profanation, to conjoin the doctrine of truth to any evil 
affection derived from the depraved hereditary will, or the 
depraved understanding agreeing therewith; and all the 
mind shall assent. 

23. It curses the soul and averts from heaven, and is 
profanation, to conjoin the doctrine of truth to false prin- 
ciples agreeing with hereditary evil ; and all the mind shall 
assent. 

24. It curses the soul by averting it from heaven to act 
against the good of charity whilst pretending to favour it ; 
and all the mind shall assent. 

25. It curses the soul and averts from heaven to destroy 
the good of innocence implanted in the soul by the Lord 
by worldly loves ; and all the mind shall assent. 

26. It curses the soul and averts from heaven not to 
conform the whole of the life as far as possible to the 
Word of the Lord ; and all the mind shall assent. 



CHAPTER XXVI 1 1. 

Verses 1-14. The blessedness of the regenerate if they perse- 
vere in keeping the Divine commands. — Verses 15-68. 
The terrible havoc of soul that comes from rejecting 
them after regeneration, 

I. AND it shall con\e to pass if thou shalt diligently 
/Tl obey the Divine Love and Wisdom as far as thou 
knowest them, to observe and carry out in the life the truths 
given thee in every state from the Lord, either through the 
Word, or from doctrine, or from conscience, then thou 
shalt be perfected by the Divine Love and Wisdom even 
to the inmost recesses of the soul : 

2. And all these blessings shall come upon thee and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken to and carry out in the 
life the dictates of the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

3. Thou shalt be blessed both in the doctrines and 
knowledges of truth which thou shalt possess in the 
interiors of the mind, and in the faculties receptive of 
truth from heaven in the natural mind. 

4. Thou shalt be blessed in the increase of good bom of 
thy new regenerate will, in the increase of the good and 
truth sown in the heart by the Lord, and in the increase of 
the good affections planted therein, and in the increase of 
natural good, and in thy affections of love and charity. 

5. Thy new will and understanding shall be filled with 
good things from the Lord. 

6, Blessed shall be thine alternating states in regeneration 
/rom exterior to interior, and from mlenot Xo ^^\.^x\ot 0\ui^s, 
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7. And all the evils and falses that infest thy soul shall 
be driven by the Lord from the interiors of thy mind ; 
though they seem linked together as one against thee, 
they shall be absolutely scattered. 

8. The Lord shall command His blessing on all the remains 
of good and truth stored in thy soul by Him, and upon all 
that is attempted by thy new regenerate will; and thou 
shalt be for ever blessed in the new principles of life which 
thou hast from the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

9. And the Lord will establish thy character with pure 
truths unmixed with falsities, so that thou mayest be His as 
promised in the Word, if thou wilt give thyself up to His 
guidance, and follow in the path pointed out by the Divine 
Love and Wisdom. 

10. And all the lower propensities of the mind shall 
perceive that thy new regenerate will is stamped with the 
qualities derived from the Lord's Divine Humanity; and 
shall desist from infesting thee. 

11. And the Lord shall bring thee to a full state of 
spiritual goods — of spiritual births in thy regenerate will ; 
in the fruits of all holy affections within thee, and of 
the truths sown in thine heart in that state of heavenly 
life, to endure for ever, with which thou shalt be gifted, 
according to the Lord's promise in the Word to those 
who will receive genuine good from the Divine Love and 
Wisdom. \Note. — It may be noted here, where a full 
regenerate state is treated of, that good is mentioned first 
and truth second; whereas in verses 3, 4, treating of a prior 
state, truth comes first.] 

12. Thine interior mmd shall be open towards the Lord, 
whose influx of goodness and wisdom shall pour in upon 
thee from heaven into thy new regenerate will according 
to necessity, to bless all thine efforts to serve Him: thy 
regenerate life shall impart happiness and satisfaction to 
all the exterior faculties of the mmd, and shall wal ^^<t^\» 
borrow aught from them. 
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13. Thou shalt be made spiritual and intelligent, and be 
elevated out of the light of the world into the light of 
heaven ; thou shalt look to the Lord and not look to self 
(see A. E, 559) ; if that thou hearken unto the command- 
ments of the Divine Love and Wisdom now made manifest 
from the Word, to carry them out in thy life : 

14. And thou shalt be preserved from going in any other 
way than that in which the Lord Himself leads, or into 
which the good and truth of heaven and the Church lead 
{A, E, 600, end), and from every false principle of religion, 
doctrine, and life derived therefrom. 

15. y But it shall come to pass if thou wilt not hearken to 
the voice of the Lord thy God within thy soul to carry out 
the laws of Divine order in thy life both in internal 
and external things which are made manifest from the 
Word ; then wilt thou avert thyself from the Lord and His 
influences, and bring upon thyself all these evils and curses 
which will surely overtake thee : 

16. The doctrines of truth which thou didst possess shall 
become falsities, and thy external mind shall be closed to the 
Lord, and receive only the fallacies that flow from hell. 

17. The goods stored up in thy will and understanding 
by the Lord shall become corrupted by evil and falsity. 

18. All the spiritual births of thy soul, all the products 
of thy mind from the good and truth sown therein by the 
Lord, all the developments of thy affections, both interior 
and exterior, will be polluted. 

19. The progress of thy spiritual life from interior to 
exterior states, and vice versa^ will be from bad to worse, 
and towards utter vastation of all good. 

20. Thou shalt bring upon thyself aversion from the 
Lord (which is to be cursed), infestation by evil spirits, and 
punishment, in all that is attempted by thy perverted will, 
till thy spiritual life is destroyed, and thou art completely 

Jost; because thou hast rejected life by not receiving and 
Appropriating the influx from the Lord. 
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21. Thou shalt attract the falsities of evil to thee, which 
will utterly destroy all the goods and truths of the Church, 
which thou hadst received from the Lord as the possession 
of thy new regenerate will. 

22. And thou wilt bring upon thyself a consumption of 
thy spiritual life, with lust and vehement desire to commit 
evil, and the extinction of good by burning evil in the 
natural will, and the false destroying all truth, and inability 
to receive good and truth from the Lord ; which evils will 
infest thee till thy spiritual life is perished. 

23. And the whole of thy mind, both interior and exterior, 
will be entirely shut out from heaven, and immersed in 
worldly and corporeal things. 

24. And the mflux from the Lord into thy soul will be 
turned into what is corporeal and infernal : from the 
interiors of thy mind it will stream out upon thee till thy 
spiritual life is destroyed. 

25. And having removed thyself from the protection of 
the Lord, thou wilt be entirely under the power of evils and 
falses : thou shalt consider thyself secure against them, but 
all thy resistance will be utterly dissipated before them : 
thou shalt be delivered up to every kmd of evil and false 
persuasion. 

26. And thy lost soul will become a prey to every kind 
of false imagination and evil concupiscence ; there will be 
no spiritual wisdom from the Lord in thy soul to drive 
them away. 

27. Thou shalt be smitten with the evils arising from the 
filthy loves of the natural man, with truths defiled by evils 
of life, with the blasphemous conjunction of good and evil, 
and with the loss of peace, which cannot be regained. 

28. And thou wilt be without conscience or other interior 
plane to retain the Divine influx (see A, C, 5145), and thou 
wilt be destitute of the understanding of truth, and of the 
will of good : 

29. And thou shalt be of such a c^\i^\\V^>^x^\v.'Ocv^xisS^'^'^^ 
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the Divine and Holy qualities that shine forth from God 
made manifest, — that is, THE LORD JESUS CHRIST. {Note, 
— In the internal sense, " Name " signifies quality or char- 
acter. The character of Jehovah is shown by the fact that 
to save mankind He assume^ the sorrows and the sins of 
human nature ; became the Son of a peasant's wife, the 
companion of a few poor fishermen, the friend of outcasts and 
the lowest sinners ; lived a life of poverty, and died a felon's 
death; so that none of His creatures can say his cross is 
so heavy as that voluntarily assumed for his sake by the 
Creator Himself. If it be objected that this Being was not 
God, but a created man like ourselves, it may fairly be 
answered, that what is related of this Man^ is at all events 
superior in Divine characteristics to what is related of any 
other god elsewhere, in. any religion, ancient or modern; 
and how can created man be superior to God .'*] 

59. Then will all the good that is within thee be utterly 
devastated, and all the truths thence derived will be utterly 
devastated, and thine understanding will be a confused mass 
of false persuasions derived from evil, and thy heart will be 
corrupt with the love of evil. 

60. And thou shalt bring upon thyself all those evils, and 
the loss of happiness in the natural mind of which thou 
wast afraid ; and they shall cleave unto thee. 

61. And all the evils and falses which come from a life 
contrary to the Divine order as revealed in the Word, wilt 
thou bring upon thee till thy spiritual life be destroyed. 

62. And all thy knowledges of what is good and true will 
be reduced to nothing, whereas thou wast plenteously en- 
dowed with knowledges from heaven and the Word; because 
thou didst not obey, and carry out in the life the dictates 
of the Divine Love and Wisdom. 

63. And it shall come to pass that as thou wast built up by 
the Lord with joyfulness into a Church* full of truths of 
wisdom and good, affections ; so will it become necessary, for 

* Each regenerB.tc soul is a Church, and aTetcvpXe ol C^o^ <cv Cox \\\. \fi\. 
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the sake of others, that thou shouldest be utterly deprived of 
all truth and ability to act, and that all the things of the 
Church should be plucked away from within you. 

64. And all the goods and truths of thy mind will be 
scattered among falses in the external principles of thy mind; 
and thou wilt be brought under the bondage of evil affec- 
tions and false persuasions unknown to thee in any former 
period of the soul since regeneration commenced, even a 
simulated worship from evils and falses of doctrine, which 
has for its real object nothing but selfishness and worldliness^ 

65. But these external things will give thee no true 
satisfaction, and the sensuous or external part of thy mind 
will not be tranquil and content : but thou wilt bring upon 
thyself a timorous heart, weakness of perception, and misery 
of mind : 

66. Thou shalt be full of anxiety and distress about the 
future ; thou shalt be in fear in every state, and shalt not 
feel any sense of protection by the Lord: 

67. And when the light of heaven flows in from the Lord 
revealing thy mind thou shalt say. Would God it were 
obscured ! and when kep^ in ignorance thou shalt wish for 
more light on account of the anxieties of ^hy mind, and 
thy falsified perception of the character of God. 

68. And thou shalt return to a merely natural and cor- 
poreal st4te conducted by the false intelligence derived from 
worldly science alone (or, based on the evidence of the senses 
alone), in which thou trustedst, and by those doctrines which 
in thy regenerate state thou hadst perceived from the Word 
to be false: and in that natural state ye will become the 
slaves of every evil cupidity and false imagination, and of 
no service to real truth. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

Verses 1-9. Abriefri^yxvaiof the pasty showing from experi- 
ence the necessity of keeping the Divine commands. — 
Verses 10-15. All the faculties of the soul are present be- 
fore the Lord^ who desires to bring them all to Himself 
as well as their future developments. — Verses 16, 17. 
The evils of the unregenerate heart have now been per- 
ceived. — Verses 18-2 1 . Let not anyone imagine that it is 
possible to follow after these evils and yet retain spiritual 
life. — Verses 22-28. The higher principles of the mind 
become^ if perverted^ more depraved than those which are 
external, — Verse 29. The operation of Divine Provi- 
dence is secret^ but this is plain, that the Divine com- 
mands must be worked out in the life. 



N 




OW these are the rules to conjoin the soul to the 
Lord as given by Him through the Word for the 
use of those regenerating when advanced to a. state of 
natural good, and derived from experience, besides the rules 
already given them when truths were first implanted in 
the soul. 

2. IT And the Word proclaims to all who are regenerating, 
and instructs them as follows : You have seen what has been 
done before your understanding upon the natural principle 
separate from the spiritual, and all the things in the mind 
which serve it, and the state of the mind in which it bears rule. 

3. The spiritual combats by which the soul was delivered 
/rom that state which were evident to thee, and the proofs to 

tJj/ne understanding, that the theones oi \)tv^xv^\Mx^Vuwt^- 
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generate heart are false, and to thine affections that the 
things it loves are evil : 

4. Yet still you are unable to love what is good above all 
things, and fully believe the truth, and carry them out in 
the life, even in the state to which you have now advanced. 

^. And the Lord has led you through all the periods of 
spiritual want and temptation ; the truths of faith given have 
been sufficient for you ; the external principles given to help . 
your walk through life have not failed you. 

6. Ye have been preserved from appropriating evil, or 
false doctrine, or persuasions that destroy mtelligence, that 
thou mightest be convinced of the truth that there is no 
other God than the Divine Humanity of the Lord, who 
is Love itself and Wisdom itself. 

7. And when ye came to this present state of good in ' 
externals, the loves of self and of the world, which rule 
hereditarily in the natural mind, came forth to combat the 
regenerating soul led by Divine truth, and were overcome 
by them : 

8. And these principles were made subservient to spirit- 
ual faith and a life resulting therefrom, and to the new will- 
principle in the natural mind. 

9. Keep, therefore, in this state, as instructed by former 
experience, the commandments necessary to conjoin the soul 
to the Lord, and carry them out in the life, that ye may be 
completely regenerated, and be happy to eternity. 

10. IT Everything in the souls of those who are regenerat- 
ing is present before the Divine Love and Wisdom, and 
accurately discriminated ; their chief principles of action and 
thought ; whatever they have of wisdom ; their motives, and 
everything ranged under them ; all that is capable of re- 
generation within them; 

11. The goods of innocence implanted in the soul in 
infancy; the new proprium, or life from the new regenerate 
affections given by the Lord, aivd 2\\ ^YX'ettcaS. nxv^Ssns* ^^^^^^^^ 
are in accord^xic^ with laws oi Vi^^.N«tCc»j ^x^^x^kw*^^ vs^> 
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from those which are subservient to good affections, to those 
which procure truths. 

12. It is the will of the Lord that thou shouldest be con- 
joined with all these to Him by a life according to the pre- 
cepts of the Divine Love and Wisdom, and secure to thyself 
the blessings which He desires for thee to eternity ; 

13. That He may establish thee for ever to be receptive 
of the truths that come from Him, and that thy life may be 
conformed to Divine truth, according to the Word, and to 
the heavenly order which He has appointed to unite the 
soul to Himself by means of the Divine Humanity, both as 
to the internal, which is effected by love ; the rational, which 
is effected by truth; and the natural degree, which is from 
both. (See chap. i. 8, Note,) 

14. Neither with those faculties which are now present 
in the mind only, does the Lord promise this conjunction 
and these blessings ; 

15. But with those who are now capable of being united 
to the Lord, and also with those which are not at present 
developed in the soul : 

16. IT For th*e regenerate know that they have been merely 
natural, without spiritual life, and how by the guidance of 
Divine truth they were led through the opposing evils of 
the unregenerate heart and passed by them ; 

17. And they have seen how abominable they are in the 
sight of heaven, their internal filthiness and defilement, and 
their simulated worship from evils of doctrine and falses of 
doctrine ; in which the apparent truth leads to what is false 
both in doctrine and life, and the apparent good to what is 
evil both in doctrine and life : 

18. IT Lest there should be amongst you any thought, or 
affection, or evils derived from some falsity or false doctrine 
which should induce the will even in this regenerating state to 
turn from Divine good and truth to follow after those false 

principles which favour evil ; lest in bringing forth the 

principles of the spiritual man mto xVv^ xv^Jcwx^ \\l^^ ^n\V 

should be commixed with good, ot \.TUt\i i2\^\^^^> \si >i^^ 
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imagination that an evil life can be compatible with true 
religion ; 

19. And it comes to pass that when he who is regenerating 
hears from the Word the warning of the inevitable punish- 
ment which follows evil, that he flatters himself that all 
will be well with him, though he follows the leadings of his 
unregenerate will, thus from ignorance of truth accepting 
a manifestly absurd dogma as true doctrine, namely, that 
salvation is possible for any one who neglects the laws given 
to enable him to obtain salvation ; or that anything can save 
or be put as a substitute for patiently working out and doing 
the commandments of the Lord : 

20. Those who commit sin cannot be unpunished. The 
Lord's protection of those in heaven and zeal for the salva- 
tion of all will appear as anger against the sinner ; he will 
bring upon himself all the evils which are described in this 
book, and he will be removed from the number of those 
who are saved and regenerate. 

21. And the Lord's mercy for others will require that 
that man or that evil principle be separated from the 
Church, or from the soul on account of the evils which 
it would bring, by preventing conjunction of others or other 
faculties of the soul with the Lord, as written in this book 
of God's holy law : 

22. IT So that the principles derived from your present 
conduct which will succeed in future states, and the rationality 
derived from natural lumen alone having little in common 
with the true principles of the Church, shall inquire, when the 
vastation of the good and truth derived from regeneration, 
and the irruption of evil into the interiors of the soul is 
perceived ; 

23. And that all good affections and right principles are 
destroyed, and that all love of good in the internal will is 
extinct ; that no truths are learned there, nor is there any 
acknowledgment of them in faith or action, nor do anx 
true scientifics grow theiernVrj vqVvOjx^^Nx^i^^^^^as^^^^^ 

come; but the whole so\i\ \s otv^ tcva&'s. cA ^n^ •asv^VSs^'s:^ 
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from the loves of self and the world, and from a false 
external worship in which these principles rule, which 
cannot but be dissipated when genuine good and truth 
flow in from the Lord : 

24. Then shall even those principles in the soul which are 
merely external inquire. Why do all these evils come upon 
those things in the mind which were derived from the 
Church and revelation ? and whence comes this great domi- 
nation of the lust of evil ? [Note. — Those principles in the 
mind which are capable of the highest perfection, become, 
if perverted, the most degraded.] 

25. And the internal dictate of conscience shall reply 
that it is because they have neglected to carry out the 
commandments of the Divine Love and Wisdom as given 
in former states to bring them to Himseli^ when the means 
of regeneration were placed before them to bring them out 
of a merely natural state. 

26. For they left the true path of life to follow the falses 
which favoured their evil loves, and worshipped these as 
true doctrines, though they were opposed to the knowledges 
of the soul, and were not given by the Word. 

27. So that the soul (or the Church) rejected the influx 
from the Lord by which it might have been regenerated, 
and brought upon itself all the evils of which warning is 
given in this book : 

28. So that they entirely plucked themselves away from 
the Lord's Church, and can derive no nourishment thence 
(like a plant plucjced up by the roots) by being adverse to 
its principles both in will and faith, and bum with the^ 
vehement lust of evil, and thus come into a fresh state in 
which they derive influx from hell. 

29. IT The way in which the goodness and wisdom of the 
Lord lead the soul by His Providence is secret and con- 
cealed for wise reasons ; but this is clearly revealed in 

every state, and made patent to every rational principle in 
fAe mind, "If thou wouldest enter into \\fe, il^^y t^^ ccsvv.- 
^Ai^z>MENTs'^ (Matt xix. 17), 



CHAPTER XXX. 

Verses i-io. If in any state the soul repents of its evils ^ and 
turns to the Lord with the whole hearty all the blessings 
before enumerated shall be heaped upon //, and all the^ 
curses removed far from it, — verses 1 1-14. The simpli- 
city and clearness of the Divine commands, — Verses 
15-20. The choice between life and death rests with the 
soul^ and is most plainly set before it, 

I. AND it shall come to pass when all these things are 
/jL come upon thee, and thou hast experienced the 
blessedness of obeying the commandments of the Lord, 
and the misery of disobeying the same, and shalt remember 
this in all the states of evil which thou shalt bring upon 
thyself by turning away from the Divine Goodness and 
Truth, 

2. And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, and shalt 
obey the influx of what is good and true which is given to 
those who are regenerating, both in intent and deed ; and 
with all thy will and with all thine understanding ; 

3. Then will the Divine Love and Wisdom deliver thee 
from the bondage of sin, and will have mercy upon thee, 
and will re-enter into the citadel of thy soul, and withdraw 
thee from the power of the evils by which thou hadst been 
driven far from a heavenly state. 

4. If by reason of sin thy thoughts and affections are 
become quite corporeal and defiled, from this slate even 
will the Goodness and Wisdom of the Lord brin^ tKero. 
back and conjoin them again V\l\vYi^^NWi\ 
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5. And the Goodness and Wisdom of the Lord will lead 
thee back to a state of primitive innocence, and give to thee 
the spiritual riches of that state ; and He will bless thee 
with good affections and truths more than in any previous 
state. 

6. And the Lord thy God will purify thine heart by love 
from the evils of the natural man, and the motives of all 
thy thoughts, that thou mayest love the Divine Goodness 
and Wisdom with all thy will and with thine understanding, 
and thus attain the blessedness of heaven. 

7. And by the Divine goodness and mercy of the Lord, 
the evils of thy soul shall be brought into complete subjec- 
tion, as well as the false principles which desire to destroy 
thy spiritual life, and which infested thee. 

8. And thou shalt come again into heavenly order, and 
act from a perception which is given thee from heaven, and 
thus thou wilt cany out the Lord's will in thy daily life. 

9. And the Divme Love and Wisdom will abundantly 
assist thee in every effort made towards thy reformation, 
by spiritual births from thy new will, by a life now formed 
by good affections, and by the true doctrines of the Church 
to give thee heavenly happiness — for it is always the joy of 
the Divine Goodness to form likenesses of itself by regenera- 
tion in the Church, as the Lord Himself was also glorified — 

10. If thou obey the internal admonition of what is 
good and true from the Lord in the soul, to form thy life 
according to the rules of heavenly order as given in the 
Word, and if thou in everything seek to please the Lord 
Jesus Christ (who is the manifestation of the character of 
God) with thy utmost endeavour, and with every thought 
of thine understanding. 

1 1. IT For the knowledge of what is pleasing to Him which 
is given thee in this state is not hidden from thee, nor 
remote from thy perception. 

12. It is not so interior that thou shouldest say. Who can 
penetrate into these interior things for us, and bring them 
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within the range of our thoughts, that we may understand 
and do them ? 

13. Neither is it hidden beneath the stores of scientific 
knowledge, that thou shouldest say, Who shall go through 
all this mass of learning for us to explain to us the will of 
the Lord, that we may understand and do it ? 

14. But the Divine will is now made perfectly manifest < 
to thee in thy thought and affections, that thou mayest live 
in accordance with it. 

1 5. H Perceive clearly that thou now hast set before thee 
on the one hand a life in accordance with the Divine will 
and eternal happiness, and on the other a life against that 
will and misery (the choice belongs to thee) ; 

16. In that thou canst plainly discern in this state the 
absolute necessity of conforming thy life to the Divine 
Goodness and Wisdom as the main object of life, and 
of following the path pointed out by them, by bringing 
thine affections, thy external life, and thy thoughts into 
agreement with the Divine will, that thou mayest live and 
abound with truths and power from Him : and the mercy 
and truth of the Lord will bless thee in the heavenly state 
towards which thou wilt then be led by Him. 

17. But if thine affections turn away from Him, so that 
thou wilt not conform thy life to His will, but suffer thyself 
to be led away by the evil loves of self and the world, and 
love the false principles which favour them ; 

18. It is now plainly told you that in such case you 
cannot possibly be saved, or have any of those states of 
mind which belong to the regenerate in the Lord's Church, 
to which thou art introduced by genuine truths, in order that 
you may take root therein by carrying them out in the life. 

19. For now you may perceive that both the internal 
and external sense of the Word most plainly warn you that 
you have been placed in a state of freedom to choose either 
heaven or hell, happiness or misery: choQse.^ ^Vjkw^ssc^^ 

' the only road to life, lYvaX. XVom xwa.^^'sx Xsfc '^ac^^^^* 
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and be able to retain the truths which have been given 
thee. 

20. That thou mayest love supremely the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and regulate thy life by the perception given of 
His will, that thou mayest be united to Him; for thus 
alone canst thou receive the Divine life and heavenly happi- 
ness; that thou mayest follow Him in regeneration, even 
as His Divine Human principle was glorified in the celestial, 
spiritual, and natural degrees. (See chap. i. 8.) 




CHAPTER XXXI. 

Verses i-8. The guidance of the soul must now be under- 
taken by the principle of Truth combating against the 
interior evils of the soul, — Verses 9-13. The law 
delivered to the faculties receptive of good in the soul y 
and all things in the soul attentive to it when a state 
of good pre7^ails.—Y trsts 14,15. The change of state in 
which an active warfare against evil takes the place of 
the implantation of truth, — Verses 16-30, Before the 
soul ceases to be led by truth the testimony of the 
Word as to the fundamental principles of salvation is 
deeply impressed on the interiors of the soul to testify 
against it when it strays into evil^ which it is prone to 
do from its hereditary evil tendencies when the visible 
guidance of truth is withdrawn, 

I, AND the Divine Word further instructs those who 
l\ are regenerating, 

2. And teaches them that life derived from the implant- 
ation of truth has now come to a full and complete state ; 
and cannot flow into the soul and operate in the recurring 
stages of regeneration without another instrument; and 
also perception is given from the Lord that a new principle 
must govern the mind, as the soul passes the boundary now 
reached between the external and mternal man. 

3. The Divine Love and Wisdom themselves lead the 
mind, and will destroy the evils which oppose regeneration 
in the internal mind, and goods shall take their place : and 
Truth combating against the ^v\V ^xA'Cwt^-a^^^X^'^s^R.'^^^ 
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principle which shall guide the soul as a^ppointed by the 
Lord. 

4. And the Lord shall do unto these evils as was done 
unto the loves of self and of the world in thy external mind, 
with all the evils thence derived, which have been destroyed 
as far as they prevented regeneration. 

5. And the Lord shall drive them from the interiors of 
your mind, that you may be enabled to reduce all things 
mto heavenly order, according to the precepts which have 
been given to the soul by truth from the Word. 

6. Strive with all your might, and as if it depended 
on yourselves alone ; be determined to overcome evils : 
have confidence in the Lord, and be not disheartened with 
the power of evil: the Lord, who has been through the 
same struggles in His Humanity, and is omnipotent, is 
present with you in the conflict ; He will not fail thee, noi* 
forsake thee. 

7. IT And Divine truth now appoints Truth combating 
against the evil and the false, the leader of the soul ; and, as 
is clearly perceived throughout the spiritual mind, endows 
it with strength and courage :»for this is the principle which 
must lead whatever is capable of being made spiritual in 
the soul to heaven, accordmg to the promises of the Lord by 
the Word in those states that went before ; and this principle 
when followed out will cause the mind to inherit heaven. 

8. And it is the Lord Himself that leads the mind 
through this principle ; He will be with thee. He will not 
fail thee, nor forsake thee: fear not, neither be disheart- 
ened at the stubbornness of evil within thee. 

9. IT And Divine truth delivers all these commands from 
the Word, and impresses them upon the faculties m the 
soul which are derived from the good of charity, which 
receive influx from the celestial principle of love from the 
Divine Human of the Lord ; and upon all those principles 
in the mind which are in genuine spiritual wisdom. 

10. And the Divine law instructs iVvem that after the 
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period of struggle with evil, when a time of peace comes 
from the soul's resigning all it has to the Lord, in which 
the soul will be relieved from the infestation of hell, and 
will be recreated and protected by Divine good. \Note.-^ 
The feast of tabernacles represents the implantation of 
good in the soul.] 

1 1. When all the principles of the soul which are capable 
of being made spiritual are brought into heavenly order 
by Divme Goodness and Wisdom, and to the states de- 
rived from the Divine Humanity, then will the Divine 
commands be obeyed by all the spiritual faculties of the 
mind. 

12. And all things in the soul must act from them as 
one ; both the understanding, the affections, the undeveloped 
faculties, and the external things of the memory that serve 
the spiritual man, that they may attend to and receive the 
instructions from heaven, and fear to act contrary to 
Divine goodness and truth, and make it their chief study to 
conform their life to the Divine law; 

13. And that the innocent and undeveloped faculties of 
the mind which have not yet been receptive of either good 
or evil may thus receive influx from heaven, and thus be 
taught to fear to act against Divine goodness and truth 
in all the new internal states to which the soul is progress- 
ing. 

14. IT And it is perceived from heaven in this state that 
the soul can no more live under the guidance of Divine 
truth alone: it is necessary that it should be conjoined 
with a determined warfare against every evil in the soul; 
and this combating principle and Divine truth must 
approach the Lord in the inmost of the soul, and take their 
commands from Him. Thus the Divine law, and Truth 
combating against evil and falsity, occupy the centre of the 
soul in a state derived from the love of good. 

15. And the Lord is perceived present in the vxvxxvsji^^. ^ 
the soul, in the literal sense oi Vt^^ "^ ^x^ ^\NS^S5f4>sN5i^ *^^^ 

15 
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spiritual sense : and Divine truth in the sense of the letter 
of the Word is present at the place of communication 
between the interior and exterior faculties of the soul 
(the internal sense being for the one, and the literal for 
the other, see A, C. 1055 1). 

16. ^ And it is perceived in the interiors of the soul that 
a new state is to be entered upon in which Divine truth 
will lie dormant and concealed in the interiors ; and the 
falses which favour hereditary evils will make their appear- 
ance, and the soul will be seduced to trust in falses from 
the fallacies of the senses which exist in the interiors of 
the unregenerate mind, and will leave the truth, and break 
off their close conjunction with the Lord by neglecting to 
seek the wisdom that comes from 'Him. 

17. And it will appear as if the Lord is angry with the 
soul in that state, and that He has left it, and that His 
mercy is departed from it, and the spiritual life will be 
consumed and inundated with evils and troubles ; and the 
soul will then begin to inquire whether these evils have 
not come upon it because the Lord is no more within it ; 

18. For in every state In which man is in evil and lives 
from false doctrines, the Lord cannot remain in the 
interiors of the soul. 

19. Let the internal man, therefore, plainly testify the 
doctrine of truth received from the Lord, and teach it 
to all the soul ; let it flow forth into the external mind, 
that this acknowledgment may be a witness for the Lord 
throughout all the spiritual mind. 

20. For when the Lord has brought the spiritual man 
to the regenerate state in which he is gifted with a new 
will to serve Him, which is the purpose of the Lord for all 
who are in good, a state abounding with the delights of 
spiritual good and the delights of natural good ; and when 
these are imbibed, and fill the life so that the regenerating 

sou/ feels itself satisfied with good things ; then will it be 
drawn away by falses which favour '\\.s "Vv^x^dxVacrj ^n'\\s axid 
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serve them, and turn from the Lord, and neglect to live 
from His commands. 

21. And it shall come to pass that when many evils and 
troubles have befallen the soul, the truths that are acknow- 
ledged by the internal man shall come forth to testify 
agamst its evils ; for they shall not be forgotten out of 
the understanding in any future state ; for the Lord knows 
the depravity of man's heart which will lead him astray, and 
foresees it from the first, and provides accordingly before 
He gifts him with a new will, and brings him to the heavenly 
state which He designs for him. 

22. IT Divine truth, therefore, impresses deeply upon the 
soul in this state the acknowledgment and confession of the 
truths necessary for salvation, so that they permeate the 
whole spiritual man, 

23. And particularly instructs him that it is necessary 
he should fight perpetually against hereditary evils, and the 
falses favouring them ; that they must be contended against 
with all the might of the soul, and with full trust and confi- 
dence in heaven : for by this means alone can the soul be 
brought to the heavenly state designed for it by the Lord ; 
who Himself will concur with it in every effort. 

24. IT And it came to pass that when Divine Law had 
fully impressed these commands on the memory as much 
as could be received, 

25. That all those principles in the soul which are in 
good, and which love the Lord as revealed in the Divine 
Humanity, and hold Him up as an example to the soul, 
gladly receive the Divine commands, 

26. And the Divine Law is stored up in the inmost of 
the soul in the principles derived from the Lord's Divine 
Humanity, whereby alone is conjunction with His Divine 
Goodness and Wisdom, and there it will correct the soul of 
its evils and falses. 

27. For the souljis naturally against Dvvvckft. XsxiS^^cw^ -asN^ 
averse to receiving the Dwme ycv^m^ ltcs«v V^'v^^'^ '^^ 
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regeneration; in a state when Divine truth was present 
and leading the soul it has rebelled against it; and how 
much more when truth is indrawn, and hereditary evils are 
permitted to infest it ! 

28. H All the primary truths with which the mind is stored 
are therefore now collected into heavenly order with those 
principles by which the conduct is actuated, that they may 
receive and obey the influx from heaven, and that both 
internal and external principles may be in a position to 
instruct and warn the soul. 

29. For it is foreseen that in the new state when Divine 
truth is indrawn in the soul the corrupt evils of the will will 
come forth to turn it aside from the only right way, namely, 
from acting out the Divine commands ; so that evil will 
come upon the soul in the states which will succeed; 
because it will act against what it knows to be right, and 
be led astray from the Lord by its own perverted self- 
will. 

30. And the Word brought to the apperception of the 
whole spiritual man the following acknowledgment of the 
Lord and Divine truth, as much as could be received. 



CHAPTER XXXII. 

Verses i-6. The Lord recruits the soul with spiritual life 
when there is reception; it is man himself that rejects 
the Divine influx. — Verses 7-14. The implantation of 
good and truth in the soul in infancy and youth. 
Verses 15-33. The declension of the natural man from 
Divine truth, and consequent destruction of good and 
truth in the soul, — Verses 34-43. But when the soul 
has found by experience the futility of all else and turns 
to the Lord, its evils and falsities are dissipated. 
Verses 44-52. The absolute necessity of carrying out 
the Divine will in the life again impressed upon the 
soul. Truth gives to the soul a perception of heaven, 
but cannot bring it thither tilt carried out in the 
life, 

I. TETthe internal man be studious to obey the Divine 

JL-rf influx, which will then flow in from heaven, and let 

the external man receive and carry out in the life the 

Divine truths, which will then flow in to the understanding. 

2. Truth from the Lord will then nourish and refresh the 
soul, as the rain from heaven nourishes the earth, and the 
perception given from Him will renew it with tranquillity 
and peace \A, C, 8455); and this gentle influx from the 
internal to the external man produces happiness and 
charity, while genuine truth invigorates the Knowledges 
that lead to heaven. (See A. E. 644.) 

3. Because it teaches the goodness and w\sds«s^ ^^ ^55^. 
Lord as revealed in His HumaiivVj, X^ YCvc£v\«. -^skx^^sss^^ 
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passage occurs in the prophetic song of Moses, wherein the 
Ancient Church is treated of from verses 7-15, and the 
posterity of Jacob from verses 15-44 ; the state of the Most 
Ancient Church, which was before the Flood, is signified by 
the days of eternity ; and the state of the Ancient Church, 
which was after the Flood, by the years of generation and 
generation ; the state of their good by the inheritance 
which the Most High gave to the nations, and the state of 
their truth by the Most High separating the sons of men, 
appointing the boundaries of the people according to the 
number of the sons of Israel ; this number, or twelve, denotes 
all the truths of faith in the complex." 

As explained in the preface, the endeavour is made in 
this Study of the Book of Deuteronomy to develop the 
internal sense as it applies to the individual soul, and not 
as it applies to mankmd as a whole : but the one sense is 
involved within the other ; for the mind of man is a micro- 
cosm, and an individual in regeneration has to go through 
the same changes that mankind has gone through collec- 
tively. We have had our Most Ancient Church in the inno- 
cence of infancy; our Ancient Church in the period of youth; 
and the destiny desired for us by the Lord, if we will follow 
Him, is that we should ultimately be brought to that state 
which is described by the New Jerusalem in the Revelation 
(Rev. xix — xxii.), and by verses 36-43 of this chapter; in 
which the innocence of infancy is united to the wisdom of 
adult age.] 

9. For it is the earnest desire of the Lord to save all who 
will follow His necessary commands; it was to regener- 
ate even the most external that He assumed the Divine 
Humanity. 

10. He found them in a state void of spiritual life, their 
affection for good gone, their truths destroyed by falses; 
He led them step by step from that state^ He ltistructft.<L 
them. He preserved them m\Vv \>cv^ >a\xcvo'^\. ^"J^x^ x^ "^^^ 

interior understanding of truth ^A, E, T^<^» 
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11. The rational principle enlightened from heaven 
stirred up the natural truths of the mind, and guarded 
the new truths developed from itself, exercised all its 
powers in examining into truths, and took natural truths 
and elevated them by this examination into celestial light 
(^.^.281): 

12. So that the soul was entirely under the guidance of 
truth from the Lord, and rejected all falsities. 

13. And the Lord gifted the soul with interior intelligence 
that He might enable it to profit by the good and truth 
sown in the mind ; and caused it to be delighted with the 
study of the scientific truths of religion, and imbued it with 
good by the truths of faith ; 

14. With celestial things derived from external or natural 

ffood, and spiritual things derived from internal good. 
Note. — The character is made celestial by conforming the 
external or natural life to it, and spiritual truth is acquired 
and embraced by means of the internal good given from 
the Lord.] The innocence derived from the faith of dharity 
(fat of lambs). \Note, — "Lambs in the original tongue are ex- 
pressed by various names, and thereby are expressed various 
degrees of innocence ; they are here expressed by a word 
whereby sheep also are expressed, and it is the innocence of 
the faith of charity which is here signified " (A, C 3994).] 
Celestial-spiritual affections (rams of Bashan). "The 
celestial exterior principle is an affection of good ; nay, it 
is also a pleasure which is derived from the affection of 
good. So far as the good of love and charity is in the 
affection of good and the pleasure thence derived, so far 
such an affection and pleasure are celestial and so far also 
they are happy. But the celestial-spiritual principle is every 
affection of truth in which is the affection of good " {A. C. 
1 824). Bashan denotes the good of the natural principle 
(A. C. Index). And faith (goats) with the celestial things 
0/ Jove and chanty (the fat of kidneys of wheat). [Note, — 
^Inasmuch as fat denotes good it is ad}o\tved Xo ?»>aLQ,Vv\.VvvR.^s 
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as are not fat in themselves but still si^ify good, thus fat 
and good are, as it were, the same thmg" {A. C, 5943). 
This is for the sake of the internal sense.] And thou didst 
imbibe the pure truths proceeding from the Divine love (the 
pure blood of the grape). {A, -£".314, 374.) 

1 5. IT But evils derived from the hereditary tendency began 
to assert themselves in the natural unregenerated part of the 
mind and to reject the Divine influence: the soul then becomes 
filled with the lust of evil, and there is a dense resistance to the 
inflowing of good from heaven, and the internal has become 
covered up by external things ; then the soul forsook the 
Divine truth that regenerated him, and lightly esteemed 
faith in the sacred doctrines of truth from the Word and 
the Lord's Humanity whereby alone is salvation. 

16. Thus the regenerating drive the Lord from them by 
evils and the falses of evil ; they become averse to Him by 
reason of their internal defilement. ("The Lord is especially 
called Zealous or the Avenger when the man of the Church 
has corrupted the Divine which ought universally to reign 
with him, and which he ought above all things to love, to 
reflect on, and to fear ; when this is corrupted or destroyed, 
then instead of heavenly light mere darkness usurps its 
place, as there is no longer any influx thereof from the 
Divine, because there is no reception " {A, C, 8875).) 

17. They worshipped their evil lusts and not the Lord; 
and false persuasions which favoured them, foreign to the 
truth implanted by the Lord in the soul, and new doctrines 
of the false appeared in the soul, which had not been 
believed in any previous state. 

18. Of the faith in Divine truth proceeding from the 
Lord's Humanity, which first commenced thy regenerate 
life, thou hast been unmindful, and hast forgotten the doc- 
trines of truth which shaped thy spiritual life. 

19. So that when the good and truth of the Lord is per- 
ceived, it is abhorred by reason of the perversion caused in 
the 50ui by evils and falses. 
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20. And it was seen to be necessary that interior good 
and truth should be hidden, lest in the end they should be 
profaned ; for the mind in this state is in a very perverse 
condition, and gives birth to ideas in which is no truth. 

21. On account of the reception of these false doctrines 
in the mind, the Lord is compelled for the sake of the 
ultimate safety of the soul to act vigorously against the 
unregenerate will ; by reason of its perversion and love of 
empty vanities which lead to no real happiness, He seems 
to the mind in this state to be against its welfare ; and 
the will becomes zealous about doctrines that are not true ; 
and eager after things that are not really good. 

22. And the influx of the Lord's love into the soul is 
turned into self-love, which contains in itself infernal hatred 
against good, and consumes the external man and all that 
is spiritual within it, when it becomes the ruling and funda- 
mental principle in the soul. 

23. And all kinds of evils will then be heaped upon the 
soul, and every kind of falsity possess the understanding. 

24. The affections will bum with lust after evil, and be 
consumed with the fire of self-love, and with the ruin of the 
mind thence resulting: the dense falsities arising from earthly 
lusts (teeth of beasts) will come upon the natural man, and 
hypocrisy, and reasonings derived from mere sensual prin- 
ciples separate from spiritual life, which altogether destroy 
the life of heaven in man (the poison of serpents of the dust). 

25. Thus the false and the evil which are from hell will 
devastate both the natural and the rational man, and will 
destroy both the understanding of truth and the affection 
for it, and also innocence with wisdom. 

26. The Lord would have deprived these principles of all 
power by reducing the soul to externals, and holding it in 
Divine order by external bonds, and permit the memory of 
its struggles with sin no more to come up in the mind, 

27. Were it not that thereby the power of hell would 
increase, and worse evils would ixwade Xte somI^ and the 
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mind would be filled with the insane phantasy that it was 
like a god, and that by its own power it had triumphed 
over evil ; and would trust in itself and not in the Lord. 

28. For the natural mind of man is full of ideas which 
produce insane falsities, nor is there any genuine percep- 
tion of truth in it. 

29. If the soul would but derive its motives and intelli- 
gence from the Lord it would understand the dealings of 
Divine Providence with it, and would consider that they 
respect its eternal happiness. 

30. In this case the whole of the mind would act together 
to drive away evils and falses, and truth joined to good in 
the regenerate soul would put to flight the whole power of 
hell, it they had not alienated themselves from Divine 
truth and suffocated the influx of Divine good into the soul. 

31. For there is no sure resting-place for the soul but 
trust in the Divine Humanity of the Omnipotent Lord. Let 
the principles derived from evils and falses declare if they 
have ever been able to give the soul any real peace or 
repose. 

32. Any apparent truth from any other source is but the 
false derived from hell, and from the evil affections springing 
from the falsities that reign therein : and any other apparent 
goods are but evils in disguise, which lead to misery and 
unhappiness. 

33. Doctrines that support them, drawn from the Word, 
are the most direful of falsities, for they are the Word 
profaned, and bring upon the soul the malignant and 
poisonous evils of hypocrisy. 

34. The wisdom by which the Lord delivers man from 
these things, as far as possible, by the operations of Provi- 
dence, is profound and inscrutable, and cannot be fathomed 
by human intelligence. 

35. Divine order appoints punishment or reward for 
every action of man ; the power shall at Iwv^'x V^^ \2i«K»w 
hom the evil to tempt man*s \ovjet xvaXxix^ \ 'Sx V3» ^'^^S^n^m^ 
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certain that they will perish, the zeal of the Lord for the 
safety of the soul requires it. 

36. For the Lord is not unmindful of those who have 
endeavoured to keep in His truth, and will have mercy on 
those that strive to serve Him, when they perceive that 
they have no power of themselves ; and nothing of their 
natural evils that can be removed is left shut up within them, 

37. And when the soul has learned the futility of any aid 
but that which comes from the Lord, and the impotence 
of the false doctrines in which it trusted, 

38. Which consumed the good of their worship, and 
destroyed all perception of truth in the soul ; which are 
unable to oppose evils," or to afford any real help or 
protection in temptations. 

39. In this state the soul clearly perceives that all power 
belongs to the Lord — that is, the Lord Jesus Christ — alone ; 
nor is there any truth to combat with falses and evils but 
that which proceeds from Him: according as the influx 
which comes from Him is received, or perverted and rejected 
by man, the soul is destroyed or saved ; is made sick or 
made whole ; if it derives its power from the Lord, it is 
invulnerable to the whole power of hell. 

4a For communication is then opened up for it to the 
highest heavens, and it receives life from the Lord, who is 
the Life itself 

. 41. The lightning of Divine truth then streams forth upon 
the evils and falses which infest the soul, the understand- 
ing grasps eternal truth ; the evils intended to man's eternal 
life recoil back on the spirits that tempt to evil, their hatred 
against Aie Lord and the good brings on their own 
punishment. 

42. The new truths that dart into the understanding from 
heaven will dissipate old fallacies and imbibe and appro- 
priate the truths that were in them ; and Truth Divine will 
combat w\x\i and destroy the hereditary evils of the will, and 
^JJJ appropriate all the truths of the mmd xVv^X. -w^xe ^ara- 
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lyzed by evils, and kept bound by falses, because the soul 
has begun to turn away from itself and from evil, and to 
look to the Lord. 

43. Let all the good affections and genuine truths in the 
soul rejoice : for He will remember the struggles of those 
who have contended against their evils from faith, and will 
destroy their adversaries, and will save all those principles 
in the mind which receive good and truth from Him. 

44. IT And Divine Truth entered the soul and deeply 
impressed all these things upon it as necessary to be obeyed, 
and the soul became filled with the ardent desire of com- 
bating with, and utterly destroying, the evils and falsities 
that were in it. 

45. And the spiritual man arrived at a new state of 
regeneration in which it ceased to be of primary importance 
to learn fresh truths : 

46. In which it is perceived that the things now impressed 
upon the understanding by Divine truth must be carried 
out in the life with all the heart ; so that the laws of heavenly 
order as given in the Word may govern the whole soul 
from first principles to last. 

'47. It is seen that these truths are not vain things that 
may be neglected ; but that they are the very life itself of 
the soul ; and by means of them holy states are acquired 
by the spiritual man, which will be useful to him in the next 
world, and when he passes from external to internal things. 

48. And the Lord illustrates the soul by means of Divine 
truth in that state, 

49. And raises it to a state of love above the external things, 
in which the inferior faculties still remain, and to the highest 
intelligence it is possible for the soul to attain, whilst in a 
state of natural good ; and thereby a perception is gained 
of the future heavenly states, to which the Lord will bring 
the spiritual man, and in which He will preserve him: 

50. And after this illustration Divvwft. \x>iJ^ ^^-jiSK^ \» 
actively lead the soul, but \s p\ac^^ vcv \\.% cix^^'t -jissnss^?^ 
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the interior things of the mind as arranged by the Lord ; 
even as the externals of religious worship had ceased to 
be of fundamental importance to the soul, and had been 
placed in their order by the Lord in the soul : 

51. For both these principles, when actively leading the 
mind, produce contentions about truth (Meribah-Kadesh, 
see A, C, 1678) and states which develop fallacies, and 
do not exclusively uphold the necessity of conforming 
the life to the Lord's Divine Human, and the holy principle 
of love as the supreme things of the Church. 

52. Yet these principles give to the regenerating soul a 
perception of the heavenly state to be gained; but they do 
not alone enable the spiritual faculties to actually enter upon 
that state. 



CHAPTER XXXIII. 

Verse i. The state of the soul when it ceases to be led by 
Divine truth, — Verses 2-5. The Lord by obedience to 
the Divine law raised His Humanity even to the 
Divinity^ whence is all the Divine life of the regenercUe. 
— Verse 6. The understanding of the Word illuminated 
from heaven is the life of the souL — Verse 7. Of good 
thence derived in the natural principle, — Verses 8-1 1. 
Concerning the genuine love of good or charity, — ^Verse 
12. Of truth thus brought down into the life, — ^Verses 
'^2>''^1' Of the internal good thus acquired in the 
rational mind. — Verses 18, 19. Of the marriage between 
good and truth in the soul, — Verses 20, 21. Of a good 
life thence derived^ and (verse 22) the consequent confir- 
mation of truth in the souly and (verse 23) victory in 
temptations^ and (verses 24, 25) happiness even to 
external and worldly things, — Verses 26-29. There 
is no help like the Lord^ and none are so blessed c^ those 
who suffer themselves to be regenerated by Him, 

I. TVT OW these are the heavenly states wherewith the soul 
l\l was endowed by Divine truth leading it from the 
Lord, before the new state came in which it ceased to be 
led immediately by Divine truth. 

2. It was perceived how the Lord by obedience to the 
Divine law elevated His natural Human principle even to 
the Divinity itself; and from His state of glorification 
light shone forth, and the Church was filled with truth and 
holiness proceeding from Him; and with ability to foUa^ 
the doctrines of love whicYi He Xaxx^X.. 
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3. For which also He loved truths ; and all those who 
are regenerated are reformed by His power; and are 
collected in heavenly order under Him as their Head in 
one Church ; and receive their life from Him. 

4. They obey His will as given in His law ; which is true 
happiness for the natural mind. 

5. And thus the whole mind, even to the natural principle, 
is ruled by the Lord, when the truths acquired, and all the 
principles of the soul under them are arranged in the true 
heavenly order of the spiritual man. 

6. IT Let the understanding of the Word, illuminated by 
light from heaven, be the life of the soul, and never be extin- 
guished; yet such illumination is rarely received {A, E. 434). 

7. IF And it is perceived concerning the love of good thence 
derived in the natural mind {A, C 5782), that it is the Divine 
will that all the holy aspirations after good in the natural prin- 
ciple proceeding from the genuine love of good should be 
cherished ; and that the soul should progress to a state in 
which they can be carried out; and that strength should be 
given it to accomplish this ; and the Lord Himself will help 
against the evils that assault and try to quench them . \Note, 
— ^Judah seems, in the blessing of the tribes in this chapter, 
to take the usual place of Simeon, who is not mentioned ; this 
is doubtless because a state proceeding from truth or faith 
(Reuben) is treated of; and not one proceeding primarily 
from love, which is signified by Judah.] 

8. IT And concerning spiritual love or genuine charity, it 
is perceived, that all the desire of doing good, and wisdom 
as to the means of accomplishing it, are by illumination 
from the Lord by the Word, as has been made evident to 
the soul in states of temptation from defect of truths, in 
which it seemed to be left without help. 

9. It then perceives of the good and truth which it has 
received from infancy, that they are not to be accepted if not 
in accordance with the light given from heaven ; and that 

S'ood works are not genuine unless pxoTcv^\jtd b^ love to 
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the Lord, and that nothing that comes from the man him- 
self is good : but that all genuine good is from the teaching 
of the Word, and the endeavour to regulate the life by 
the rules therein given. 

10. This is the principle which shall teach external truths 
to the natural mind, and internal to the spiritual : and from 
this shall arise from the soul an acceptable worship to the 
Lord, a worship that proceeds from the love of genuine 
good derived from Him. 

1 1. Bless, O Lord, the things already acquired in the soul 
by means of this principle, and accept its endeavours after 
higher virtue : smite down all those evils which would 
prevent the union of good and truth in the soul, and oppose 
themselves to these holy aspirations after good from Thy- 
self, that they no more oppress the spiritual life. 

12. II And of the truth thus brought down into the life it 
is predicated that all that is beloved of the Lord in the soul 
shall dwell safely by its means ; and shall be protected in 
every state, and by means of it shall the powers of the soul 
for good and truth be exercised. 

13. IF And of the internal good thus acquired in the 
rational mind it is said. Blessed shall the soul be of the 
Lord when this state is acc^uired, both in the spiritual 
internal riches with which it is endowed, with their influ- 
ence on things natural, and with the stores of wisdom with 
which the natural principle shall be enriched ; 

14. And for the good fruits brought forth by the influ- 
ence of the love of the Lord on the soul, and for the spirit- 
ual perceptions of Divine truth ; 

15. And for the influx into the mind of pure affections 
from the celestial heavens of the Lord, and for the influx of 
truth from the spiritual heavens ; 

16. And for the good works which thence exist in the 
external man, conjoined with wisdom, and union thence 
with the Lord, who Himself m \Vvfc Xi'-vsvwt ^^xsssNass^ss^ 
regenerated even the extemaY pT\xvc:v^\^'^ oWcoxsNax^^^^^^^^^'^' 

o 
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these things come upon the soul regenerated by the Lord, 
and upon the inmost principles of the minds of those who 
have been separated from their hereditary evils and falses 
by Him. 

17. The beauty of this good work of the Lord in the soul 
is made known from the good that results in the natural 
mind ; and the mighty and powerful truths of which it 
then becomes possessed ; by means of which falsities are 
dispersed, and the whole mind arranged in heavenly order ; 
whereby the soul receives wisdom from genuine truths, and 
good desires and determinations from the Lord to live 
thereby. (See A, E, 316.) 

18. IT And of those who are both in truth as to the under- 
standing and good as to the will, or the heavenly marriage, 
it is perceived that they have happiness in all their under- 
takings ; and thence come salvation and heavenly reward 
in the interiors of the soul (Issachar). 

19. This union of good and truth conducts all things in 
the mind to heaven where the good of love prevails ; and 
makes the life a sacrifice of righteousness to heaven ; from 
this the soul abounds in truths of doctrine from the Word, 
and in intelligence thence derived; and understands the 
spiritual things which lie hidden beneath the literal sense 
of the Word. (See A, E. 445.) 

20. IT And it is perceived concerning a life in conformity 
with truth from the Word that he is blessed who receives 
this by carrying out truths into the life; for thereby the 
soul has strength and security from falses, and is nourished 
with external and internal truths. 

21. He who makes this his care follows after those 
things which are really essential and needful ; it is his 
portion in some measure to understand the hidden wisdom 
of the Divine laws ; whence comes intelligence for the whole 
mind, and this enables him to carry out good works from 

t/ie Lord, and to receive the truths of the Church. 
-^^. T Hence comes th e affirmat\on oi a\\ XxwXVv m iVve mind, 
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and its power: which springs from the good now formed in 
the natural principle. 

23. IT Hence also come victory in temptations, and conso- 
lation and benediction from the Divine love after them, 
and the consequent affection of truth and illumination 
thence. (See A, E, 439.) 

24. IT And it is perceived that felicity of life and delight 
of the affections come from this source above all others ; 
whence all things in the soul are in agreement and act 
together, which causes even the lowest principles of the 
mmd to be filled with celestial delights, and 

25. Things corporeal and worldly to be in agreement 
with the principles of good and truth ; and fortifies the 
mind for every state. (See also A, E, 438.) 

26. IT There is none like unto the God ofjeshurun^ who 
rideth in the heavens^ and in His magfitficence upon the 
clouds (part of 27), the dwelling-place of the God of antiquity^ 
and underneath the arms of the world* (Swedenborg's 
Translation.^ 

26. IT There is none like the Lord, who in His Humanity 
leads and wars for those regenerating, who is present in 
the interiors of the soul for their help, and by His Divine 
power is ever operating through Providence for their good. 

27. Who thus fills the angels with all their life and 
power from truth Divine, and hence is all life and strength 
also to men in the world ; and He shall thrust out all evil 
and falsity from the soul, and they shall be destroyed. 

28. Israel dwelt confidently alone at the fountain of 
facob^ at a land of corn and new wine; his heavens also 
dropped dew, (Swedenborg's Translation.) 

28. The spiritual man shall then be without infestation 
from evils and falses, and shall be led by the Lord alone ; 
and the Divine Word shall be opened, and from it good 
and truth shall flow forth into the Church and each indivi- 
dual soul that will receive them, and the^ sVvaM. V^^ x^^:x\s^^^ 
by conimxxaX influx from heaveiv. 
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29. Blessed is the man regenerated by the Lord; who is 
like unto him ? a man saved by the immediate care of the 
Lord, who is ihe defence of his help, and his irresistible 
weapon of offence against all evil and falsity ! he shall see 
the folly of all the false principles that entice him; and 
shall trample their power under foot. 



CHAPTER XXXIV. 

Verses 1-4. By Divine truth the soul ^atus a perception of 
the heavenly life before its acquisition, — Verses 5, 6. 
A new state in which the acquisition of truth ceases 
to be of primary importance in the soul. — ^Verse 7. 
Truths being now in their fulness.-^Verses 8, 9. 
' Anxiety of mind and change of state in which an 
ardent warfare against evil takes the place of the 
acquisition of truth. — Verses 10-12. There is no teacher 
for the regenerating like Divine truth • from the 
Word. 

I. nPHUS was Divine truth in the mind elevated into a 
A state of love, whilst the mind was still in external 
things to the highest degree it is capable of reaching before 
the soul passes from external to mternal things ; and in 
that state a perception is given from heaven of what the 
Christian Hfe and its happiness really consists to its utmost 
boundaries {A. C. 41 17), 

2. The struggles required against evil, the formation of 
a new regenerate understanding and will in the soul from 
the Lord, and that the principle of doing all things from the 
motive of love to the Lord must extend to the most external 
actions, 

3. The clear perception of truth, and the state of the 
external life of the soul now first commencing to live the 
true heavenly life, in which truths are not merely known 
but practised from an affection for goodtv^^^« 

4. These things are revealed \.o xYve ^av\ V5 ^*ns>snr. 
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truth,, and it is perceived that these are the heavenly 
states promised in the Word to all things in tKe mind 
derived from the celestial, spiritual, and natural principles 
of the Lord's Divine Humanity (see chap. i. 8, noti) ; this 
is perceived by means of Divine truth, but that principle 
alone cannot conduct the soul thither. 

5. ^i So the state in the soul ceased in which the acquisition 
of Divine truth was accounted the main thing after it had 
served its purpose, and the soul is ready to advance from 
natural good to higher states, according to heavenly order. 

6. And while the soul is in this external state. Divine 
truths from the Word, both from the spiritu^ sense and 
from the sense of the letter, are ingrafted in it for fiiture 
use ; and exert their influence even when not evident to the 
perception. 

7. IT And Divine truths are in their fulness when the soul 
ceases to acquire them as the main object of spiritual life ; 

^ the perception of them is not obscured, nor is their force 
^ in any way abated. 

8. IT And the regenerating soul passes through a state of 
anxiety in the natural mind when the acquisition of truth 
ceases to be its ruling motive, and use and love predomin- 
ate, and fears the loss of truth ; but as the new state 
approaches in which spiritual things are seen in more 
clearness the anxiety passes away. 

9. IT And the soul is now filled with the ardent desire to 
completely root out its evils and falsities, and this principle 
is endowed with a spirit of discrimination between good 
and evil ; for all the power of Divine truth flows into it, and 
the whole soul follows its dictates, and carries out what has 
been learned in previous states. 

10. II And there can arise no teacher for those regener- 
ating like Divine truth from the Word, which reveals the 
character of the Lord as He really is, 

11. In all the clear evidence both to the affections and 
understanding which the Lord gives b^ it to the natural 



—34. 12. STUDY OF DEUTERONOMY. 215 

mind, to the destruction of the false principles which 
reigned in the unregenerate heart ; and of all the false 
theories which support, and the states of mind which 
favour them, 

12. And in all the great power, and holy fear of com- 
mitting evil which the Divine truth from the Word infuses 
into the understanding and perception of the regenerating 
souL 
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59. T/ie Lord's 7 ratisfiguration. By Rev. C. Giles, id. 

60. The Last Great Trumpet. By Rev. IF. B. Hayden. id. 

61. Worship: its Necessity^ Nature^ and Uses. By Rev. C. Giles, id. 

62. The Daily Reading of a Portion of the Sacred Scripture* By 

James Speirs. id. 
~62^. The Great Birthday. By James Speifs. id. 

64. The Lord Jesus Christ the 7 rue Object of Christian Worship, 

By Rev. S. Noble. 2d. 

65. That it is not so dijicult to live the Life which lecuis to Heaven as is 

commonly supposed. By Emanuel Swedenborg. id. 

66. Evolution and Natural Selection in the Light of the Nnv Church. 

By E. Swift, Jun. id. 

()T. Modern Spiritism in ike Lii^ht of the New Church. By Rev. 
Prqf. R. L. Tafel. 2d. ' 

68. Our Children. By Rev. Prof. R. L. Tafel , id. 

69. The Lord's Glorified Body, ByRev,Prof.R.L,Tafd, 2d. 

70. Tht Feast of the Soul. By Rev. C, Giles, id, 

71. Unfurnished Apartments, By Rev, J. Ashby. id. 

72. The Nature and Use of the Memorable Relations. By Rev. C. 

Giles, id. 
Tl. Spiritual House- Building. By Rev. C, Giles, id. 
74. The Lilies of the Field. By Rev. C. Giles, id. 
75- Anti-Mourning. A Lecture against the Unchristian Custom of 

wearing Mourning for the Dead. By Mrs. Hume-Rothery. id. 

76. Spiritual Union: the Obstacles which hinder it, and the Means 

of Promoting it. By Rev. C. Giles, id. 

77. The Finding of Moses. [By Mev, Dr. Bayley. id. 

78. The Ministry of Sorroiv. By Rev. C, Giles, id, 

79. The Church of the Future: What the Bible teaches concerning 

it ; What Man's Wants demand of it. By Rev. C. Giles, id. 

80. Lessons of the Snow. By Rev. W. B. Hayden, id. 
^f. ^ Z////^ afft^ Linle. By Rev, C. Giles, id. 

«^. ^^^ Za/^aur^rs tn //le Fineyard. By Rtv, E. yN\i\Xt\t(}A. v{- 
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